NEAWES,
OOL digitalcommons.nyls.edu

Faculty Scholarship Articles & Chapters

5-2010

Above Below

Camille Broussard
New York Law School, cbroussard@nyls.edu

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.nyls.edu/fac_articles chapters

Recommended Citation
14 AALL Spectrum 18 (2009-2010)

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Faculty Scholarship at Digital Commons@NYLS. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Articles & Chapters by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons@NYLS.


http://www.nyls.edu/?utm_source=digitalcommons.nyls.edu%2Ffac_articles_chapters%2F316&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://www.nyls.edu/?utm_source=digitalcommons.nyls.edu%2Ffac_articles_chapters%2F316&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.nyls.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.nyls.edu%2Ffac_articles_chapters%2F316&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.nyls.edu/fac_scholarship?utm_source=digitalcommons.nyls.edu%2Ffac_articles_chapters%2F316&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.nyls.edu/fac_articles_chapters?utm_source=digitalcommons.nyls.edu%2Ffac_articles_chapters%2F316&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.nyls.edu/fac_articles_chapters?utm_source=digitalcommons.nyls.edu%2Ffac_articles_chapters%2F316&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

=R

New York Law School’s unique new
space reflects the future of the library

By Camille Broussard

pboto by John Falpern

A research skills training session takes plane in one
“of New York Law Schoals new electronic tasearch
classrooms.




Library Design 101

Librarians must play an active role in all areas of building design, from its earliest phases. The design action points below, despite
appearing to be simple matters of common sense, can elude even experienced architects, designers, and librarians.

* High ceilings and ample lighting in all
areas are critical elements of great
spaces.

« Size your study carrels and tables for
law students who spread out their texts,
notes, and laptops.

« Variable lighting modes for library
classrooms will optimize the overhead
projector display.

¢ A displayed overhead projector screen
should not completely cover a
classroom’s whiteboard.

* Door-latching mechanisms can be noisy,

particularly in quiet reading areas; test
proposed doors before you approve
them.

¢ Check furniture edges to ensure they

aren’t so sharp as to slice bags, clothes,

or students.

* |dentify doors that will need to be
propped open regularly and make sure
that propping mechanisms are built in.

« Electric pencil sharpeners, staplers, and
hole-punches don’t mix well with quiet
study spaces.

« QOffice and service desks need sufficient
grommets positioned above power
outlets and data ports.

» Book carts can be noisy when rolling
“against the grain” of embossed
carpeting; test before you approve.

* Verify that emergency exit doors have

alarms and signs to ensure the security
of books and valuables.
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cransformed the entire look and feel

of the law library, exemaplified by the
ateractive firse floor entrance, circulation
desk, and reading sunroom. Alumni,
faculry, students, and staff have ail
commented on the splendid new
entrance, and the welcoming new space
has afforded opportunides for the Jaw
library to ger involved in law school
events, At graduation last spring, the
[ibrary hosted its own Charapagne and
cake reception for the graduating
students and their families in the newly

above and below confinued from page 19

renovated space. In addition,
“Wandering Wednesdays” is a new
monthly pizza night thar allows students
and library seaff to inceract on the first
floor. The reading room has also hosted
gatherings for the Public Interest Law
Scholars, the cooperative learning office,
and law school VIPs.

Assistant Dean Hooke Lee caprures
the true impact of the law library
renovation: “We had high hopes for
an improved library space, but it
hias succeeded, both in terms of
attractiveness and user convenience,
far beyond my imaginings.” &

More Pholos on AALLEEY

For more before, during, and afier shois
of Northeasiern's renovation, as well

as the planning spreadshest and a
wireframe model, visit www.aalinet.org/
products/pub_sp1005.asp.

are placed around the perimeter of each below-ground floor of
the library. Pumps keep the water wable ac bay, and library
users are blissfully unaware thar they are in a bathtub.

While planning the new library space, the staft was also
carefudly considering the physical move of books and
equipment for both of the library moves. One aspect of the
move process was affectionately dubbed the “Whear and Chaff
Project.” The project required conrinuous shelf-reading and
a systemnatic review of all subscriptions and acquisidons.

The “wheat,” defined somewhat liberally to allow for furure
reconsideration, would be kepe while the “chaff™ would be
de-accessioned.

During this review, the librarians rouched every jtem in
the collection. Faculty members were also invited to participate
in reviewing titles in their subjecr specialtes and beyond.
Working with a local company speciabizing in Hbrary moving
and storage, New York Law School developed a robust off-site
storage plan including itemn-level retteval for most items
published before 1995, Through the review process, many
titdes were converted from paper to elecrronic formar,
anticipating the movernent toward a more digital Lbrary.

The librarians also reviewed many public services policies
with an eye to updating them for the new space. The reserve
area of the library was designed so that it could be separarely
dosed and locked, allowing 24-hour access ro all other study
spaces during reading and exam periods, a policy thar students
greatly appreciate. Another consideration was how to maineain
the beauty of the new library space while balancing patrong
expectations regarding food and drink. The staff agreed to wy
a policy allowing light snack foods in the library, as well as
beverages in spill-proof commuter mugs.

The Mendik Library shines as a showpiece of the new law
schoel campus. The response from students, alumni, faculty,

and visitors has been overwhelmingly positive. Planning for
new realities and making the hundreds of short- and long-term
decisions necessary in a project of this magnitude was a
challenging experience and daunting vesponsibility. New
building projects are also wansformartive for an institution and
that was certainly the case at New York Law School. 8

More Photos on ABLLNET

For more pictures of the New York Law School renovation,
visit www.aalinel.org/products/pub_sp1005.asp.
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