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---- ------

Tom Carn 

Jeffrey E. Fogel 
100 Washington Street 

Newark, New Jersey 07050 
(201) 622·2353 
Attorney at Law 

January 19, 1977 

Passaic County Probation Department 
Passaic County Court House 
Paterson, New Jersey 07505 

Re: State v. John Artis 

Dear Mr. Carn: 

In furtherance of our phone conversation, enclosed 
please find a copy of a report from the prosecutor's office 
regarding interview wi~i" Captain McDonald of Leesburg State 
Prison indicating that John was reponsible for rescuing 
hostages in 1971 riots at Rahway. 

me. 

JEF:ab 
encl. 

If I can be of any further assistance please ontact 
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Capt John Mc Ix>nald 12134, PM l0/6/?6 • . 
Claims• Rubin ringleader in 1962 - 1963 riots. On farm in firehouse, 

not recall date except cold. Was commander and John the institutional 
firechief. John on duty. Had walked in. Offered him coffee-early morning 
hours. Small talk. John had been a good convict, good athelete. Knows 
him from Rahway. John responsible for re5cu1ng hostages in 1971 riots in 
Rahway. John responsible for rescuing 6 cops. Rubin a ringleader. 
Asked how got mixed up in the murder, & Artis said had date with his 

chick that night, if he would have gone on that date, would not be here 
talking, Late 197J or early 1974, .. 

Parole officer went & asked Artis about it. After bullshit small talk,Aske 
how ~ot mixed up in bullshit murder or thing like this. 

Artis never talked to him about it again. Capt Mc Jhnald felt talking 
i about his involvement, Not recall parole officer's nrune. 

With aprole dept, 'lhinks got letter from him arranging a meeting, 
609-785-0040, Not recall.his mentioning Rubin Carter, Said had sparred 1i1ith 
car.ter. 
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l}ttssnir C!!o1ttt1!J Jrohtttintt i!lrµnrtutrnt 

Raymond A •. Zardetto 
~:a~ 

PATERSON, NEW JERSEY 07505 

January 19, 1977 

Captain John W. Mc Donald 
New Jersey State Prison 
Leesburg, New Jersey 08327 

Re: JOHN ARTIS 

Dear Captain Mc Donald: 

PHONC 
LAMOE~T 5·50ll □ 

The above captioned individual will be sentenced on January 
27, 1977, before the Honorable Bruno Leopizzi, Judge, Passaic 
County Court on three counts of first degree murder. 

Mr. Artis advised the undersigned that while an inmate 
at Rahway State Prison, he helped §.§L~ the lives of several 
guards during the riots. 

However, the classification material does not contain any 
information to verify this statement. Mr. Artis's attorney 
advised that you would be able to give information as to the 
extent of his help during the riots. 

As per our telephone conversation of January 19, 1977, 
please send a letter to the undersigned, Thomas Carn, Probation 
Officer, 129 Market Street, 5th floor, Paterson, New Jersey, 
07505, so that it can be attached to the pre-sentence report. 

By: 

TC:cap 
Vear i:r. Carn: 

Very truly yours, 

JOSEPH DUFFY, 
Principal Probation 

h~~0~ 
THOMAS CARN, . 
Probation Officer 

Officer II 
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. --..C\ 1-1::.. th re. a.rd to ti 1e above,· ?lease l:ie adv:;.sed t~iat J0hn was .r----..... ~- --~~ 
or.e of a L rc1~p of :..n. :ates that resc1~ed tLe hostales t11at wrare tairn:1 d-...:.ring t~.e 
r10t at. .tar,1w.y ,,tai:.e ?rison or1 :ov.2h-2S 1971. ,:ly i1:·1eGt:..lat:.on 1.11uica".:.ed con:-:ll1 sivel: 
t!',a,:, J 0bn 1,rtis pla:red an 1.i'l~..,ortan-:. r,:lt: in ur:..ncint:, ti1e hostat..,es out oi' t:1e 
... ::.stre.:;s area wLere We ,..; uld e.:.·.:'tct.:..vt:l;r rew.:ive t;ie;a .::'ron :urtilC;r .. am. 

l t ilUSt. be ;,ndE.rstood t.:at tais deed :iad placed .John i:. ~eo.1.:ard:r. ;,m,t:Vt r ,:E: 

Ha·;e ;·,anaced to ".:eF.p t:1e actual rt·scue operat::..0:1 confidential, to a liir, 1:: utt_;re(;. 
Joru; and se-iLral ot .. er l1:..:;1a..,(;;s are st:..11 in the system a11J any notcr:..ety W-.t!:1 
r"'t):ird to tnis natter could open up sviae old w0u:1ds. As a nat.ter of fact, '.:.'ho:1as 
~-,coten t:,e najor rin£lcc:.uer o:" t.1~t r:wti and ti.to ta;:::..L[ of t1.e L0staces is !icre 

at. '-'t:esu·c;.rL• ~-- ,A /,1 }~~--/_~ () 

1/ 23/77 ~./ ~-- (f ... .h·1 __ ?:,~ - John 1.". i :c.J,;nald, ~apt.a:i.n 
' ,,){i:;l,l. j,:,v,.z:c,1 . ~e ..., 7 . 



PASSAIC COUNTY PROBAnON DEPARTMENT 
Raymond A. Zardetto, Chief Probation Officer 

TO: Honorable Bruno Leopizzi, Passaic County Court 

FllOM: Thomas Carn, Probation Officer 

RE: JOHN ARTIS 

DATE: January 25, 1977 

MEK>RAHDUM 

The pre-sentence report prepared by the undersigned on 
John Artis reflects a statement on page 3A that states the 
defendant saved the lives of the guards during the Rahway 
Riots. However, this information could not be verified. 

On January 18, 1977, Mr. Jeffrey E. Fogel, attorney for 
John Artis, phoned the undersigned. He advised that he had a 
copy of a report from the Prosecutor's Office regarding an 
interview with Captain Mc Donald of Leesburg State Prison 
indicating that John Artis was responsible for rescuing host­
ages in the 1971 riots at Rahway. 

The undersigned then cont~~ted Captain Mc Donald on 
January 19, 1977. He advised the matter·was too confidential 
to discuss on the phoue and a letter should be sent to him 
requesting the information. A letter was prepared and sent 
on January 19, 1977. 

On January 25, 1977, Captain Mc Donald replied that John 
Artis was one of a group of inmates that rescued the hostages 
that were taken during the riot at Rahway State Prison_9n 
November 24-25, 1971. Furthermore, John Artis played an im­
portant role in bringing the hosta.ges out of the distress area 
where they were effectively removed from further-harm. 

Captain Mc Donald advised that this deed placed-John 
Artis in jeopardy. However, we have managed to keep the 
actual rescue operation confidential to a large d~gree. 

■ 



JOHN AR.TIS January 25, 1977 

John Artis and several other inmates are still in the 
system and any notariety with regard to this matter could 
open up some old wounds. As a matter of fact, Thomas Wooten, 
the major ringleader of that riot and the taking of the 
hostages is at Leesburg. 

Attached are copies of the information cited in this 
report. 

cc: Mr. Lewis Steel, Attomey 
Prosecutor's Office 

TC:cap 

Respectfully submitted, 

THOMAS CARN, 
Probation Officer 
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