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De ·t As~-D-A 
Tomorro~(~~ 

HUDSON - Unless a crimin­
al matter develops today. Ro­
ger Miner of Hudson will make 
his formal debut as district att­
orney when Judge William F. 
Christiana reconvenes County 
Court tomorrow. 

Miner was elected to a three 
year term last Nov. 7 and assu­
med the obligation of prosecutor 
on Jan. 1. 

Scheduled for sentencing to­
morrow is Gabriel Hodge of 
Albany, who pleaded guilty to 
a charge in connection with the 
theft of clothing· and money sev­
eral months ago at the Kritzamn­
Maskin store, located on Warren 
St. 

Hodge pleaded guilty last 
month while John G. Connor 
wa:. district attorney ," but sen­
tence was deferred until tomor­
row to ~iVE' thE' rfnfendan · 
to rr .g.: som i:; r::n1.al ,aff 

-~a.i .. ~ ..... ker 
At Meet g 
Of Alpha Nu 

HUDSON - Members of Al­
pha Nu, the local chapter of 
Delta Kappa Gamma, met Sa­
turday at the St. Charles Ho­
tel in Hudson. Miss Ruth . S1-
cltles, president, directed · the 
rreeting. 

Miss Anne Martin, program 
chairman, introduced Roger Min­
er District Attorney of Colum­
bia County, as guest speaker . 
Choosing as his topic "V<".ues 
In Government," Mr. Miner 
gave an informative talk 0!1 
crime its increases and possi-
ble vlays of decreasing crime. 

"An informed and concerned 
citi:zenry " said Mr. Miner, .. is 
the best' weapon against vice ." 

Miss 5ickles announced plans 
for the International Conven­
tion to be held in August 1968, 
at the Americana Hotel in New 
York. Among thos~ acting a_s 
hostesses will be Miss Ruth Si­
ckles Miss Mary Dardess, Miss 
Kath&yn Parker, Miss Lois 
Hahn Miss Alma Van Dyke, 
Miss Mildred Johnson, Miss Bea­
trice Chace and Mrs. Elena Fa­
rina. 

Making arrangements for Sa­
turday's meeting were Mrs. Ma­
r~ret Wiler. chairman. ~­

ice Williams and Miss 

HUDSON - Gabriel H 
~b~ny. this nioming wus 
r1stiana to serve .seven rr. 
in the Columbia Count~ jail. 

The A4bany manplt 
guilty last month to 1part1ci 
ing in the theft of clct:· 
and money from the l\Critzm< 
Maskin store on · \Valrren ' 
Hudson . The stolen lothinE 
and money were recovt'red a 
returned to the O\mer. Phil 
Mask in 

The newlv-elected istr 
atlorne~ Ro~er Miner. tod 
made his first appearnce i th 
capacit:-· in county court. 
gc had pleaded guilty last n 
th to the charge while John 
C:onnor Hudson was dis 
attornev 

After mpasing sentenl e H 
gp was remandt. to the cu ·t(lr. 
ul ~ rirt T 





HUDSON ~ More than 200 
persons attended the annual din­
ner-dance of Greenport Pumper. ;;,· 

_ Co. No. 1 Saturday night at the " 
· Churchtown Firehouse. 
; Columbia County District At-

torney Roger Miner, the guest · 
e speaker, discussed narcotics and ., . ' .. 

how they are being used and . 
~ controlled in Columbia County. ·, 

The district attorney illustrat­
n ed his talk by showing samples 

of a number of drugs which had ?­
- been confiscated by police agen- ., 
· cies in the county. 
Y Paul Fiore, president of the 
d company, welcomed the firemen 

and their guests and noted that 
the event attracted a record at­
tendance. Mr. Fiore also acted 
as toastmaster and introduced a 

· numlter of guests including 
these past chiefs of the Green­
oort companies: Philip Lomax, 

e Wilford Butterworth, Stanley treasurer, and Mrs. Guy Kreig, 
Johnson and Christopher Groll.; financial secretary. 

r past County Volunteer Fire- The officers of the company 
men's Association President are: Vice president, Glenn Dick· 
Web Staats, Greenport Fire erson; secretary, Joseph Cord:i­
Commissioner Mrs. Nancy to; treasurer, Stanely Johnson; 
Krutz, Greenport Councilmen captain, Burton Teter; and Lieu­
Clinton Stickles Sr. and· Chris tenants John Corell, Stanely 
Groll. Kilmer and ltving Ostrum. 

Also: Becraft Pumper Co. No. Mr. Fiore also referred to the 
2 officers Henry Lambert, contribution to the company of 
Charles . Weed, Joseph Coza, three former officers who 
Greenport Fire Department offi- served a total of 50 years in 
cers, Chief Guy Kreig, First As- company posts. They are: Row­
sistant Chief Louis Krutz and land Evans, Michael Mariak 
Second Assistant Chief Richard and John Lugert. 
Fredericks. Guy Kreig was chairman of 

Members of the company aux- the dinner dance conimittee and 
iliary introduced were Mrs. as assisted.Jix_;,--t.ester Garri­
Glenn Dickerson. vice presi- son, Jo-sepfi C~rdato G€orge 
dC'nt Mrs. Clyde Garrison, Washburn, John Kowal. John, 
chaplain.;. Mrs. Ted Dickerson, Ott -and Robert Chilelli. 

~.. !: 

\ .0Ju:nb1a ·-:::Ounty. 
. t'he report is entirely unoffi· 

cial and District Attorney elect 
Roger Miner, who will make the 
appointment, is out of the city 
for a few days and could not be 
reached. I• •41 . 

The present assistant prosec­
utor is Thomas F . Turley of 
Niverville. The post pays $4,065 
annuallv. 

Miner and the assistant he 
will appoint take office on Jan. 
1. Dist. Atty. John G. Connor 
and Turley will relinquish 
their duties in tie prosecutor'" 
offace at nurtrught 31. 

A district attomf' m o u 
1 



HUDSON - AU\ Charles E. 
L1man of Gre.enport yesterday af­
ternoon . wa;s appointed assist­
ant district 'attornev of Columbia 
County by{ District Attorney-el­
ect Roge9 Miner of Hudson. 

1}1e ~lary of assistant prose­
cuyor 1s $4.065 annuallv: · 

Miner and Inam will take up 
their new duties on Jan. l. 1968 
with the former succeeding John 
G. Connor of Hudson and the 
new assistant succeeding 
Thomas F. Turlev of Niverv1lle. 

The appointee · is a member of 
the firm of Coffin. Inman. and 
Christiana. with offices on So. 
4th St.. Hudson. The firm will 
be Coffin. Inman and Schram st­
arting Jan. l. The new partner 
is Earl Schram Jr. of Claver-
ack. 

Countv Judge Wrliiam F. Chr­
istiana ·will sever his connec­
tion when his new t(}-year term 
begins on Jan. 1 as the law 
now prohibits a county judge fr­
om engaging in private prac-
tice. 

Atty. Charles lnamn is a son 
of former Columiba County 
Judge and Mrs. George C. In­
man of Greenport. 

The appointee graduated from 
Hudson High School in 1955 an 
from Colgate University in 1959 

Please tum to page A-2 

ntinved from page A-1 

late -Of Albany Law Sch­
was admitted to practice 

vear. An Army veteran, he 
'also served in the active 
inactive Army Reserves. 

1nman is a member of ~ 
lumbia County Bar Associa­

tion. the New York State . Bar 
Association and the National 
Bar Association. 

He is a member of the Meth­
odist Church of Hudson. the 
Board of Directors of the Hud­
son Boys· Club. the Fort Oran­
ge Council of the Boys'. Scouts of 
America. the Columbia County 
Tuberculosis and Health ~­
ociation. the Hudsqn Juruor 
Chamber of Commerce. ?f wh­
ich be is presently servmg as 
president. and the Young Re­
publican Club. 

At\y. and Mrs. Char.les In-
man. the former Cynthia Per 
kins. are parents of a daughter 
Heather Lynn. age two. 





Speaks 
On Crime 

CHATHAM-District Attor-
ney Roger Miner spoke on 
crime throughout the country 
a~ the meeting of the Chatham 
Lions Club last evening at the 
Chatham Bowl. 

Mr. Miner also described wh­
at local citizens can so to stop 
su~ crime. Max Bervy was 
chairman of the program. 

Plans were initiated for in­
stallation night to be held on 
June8. 

A special guest 
, ,, __ ,~_,., ... t ~.,.. ..... ,.,,. 



Roger Mi_~er: Eleded 
Elks'' Exalted Ruler· 

HUDSON - Roger Miner 
was elected exalted ruler of 
Hud9on Lodge of Elks at 
a meeting held last night. 

Also eventful was the fact 
that Michael J. Degnan was 
not elected to an office in 7ffl for 
the first time in 48 years. He 

HtJDSON - Hudson Elks I..OOge 
787 will elect officers for the 
coming year at its March 18 
meeting. 

Nominated for exalted ruler 
is Roger J . Miner; esteemed 
leading knight, John A. Gr!IDd­
inetti · esteemed loyal krught, 
Patrick Gagliardy; esteemed le<;­
turing knight, James ~· Phi­
llips; secretary, ~ . D. 
Mahokin; secretary, W1nf1eld 
Sagendorph; trustee for ~ee 
years, Roland F . Moon; tiler, 
Fred Van Tassel ; representa­
tive to Grand I..OOge, Roger 
Miner; and alternate represen­
t.,+;- to Gran LOO e F.dsol1 



RECEIVES SERVICE PLAQUE·· John Lugert of Green­
port, ncently retired from his post as Town Justice, 
is shown receiving a plaque for 34 years of service 
at last night's meeting of the Columbia County 

Magistrates -Present 
li.u{Jert Se·rvice Plaque 

WEST ,GHENT - The install­
ation of officers and the pre­
sentation of a service plaque to 
John Lugert of Greenpbrt who 
had served as Town Justice 
until recently were the high­
lights of last night's meeting of 
the Columbia County Magis­
trates' Association at Kozel' 
Restaurant. 

The following Officers we 
installed : 

President - City Judie 

old Lieberman (re-elected) ; vice­
president - John Ptasek of Stuy­
vesant ; secretary - Robert Dier 
of Livingston; treasurer - Jos­
eph Pinter of Claverack ; trus­
tees - Everett Shadic of Hills­
dale and Stephen Pitcher of 
Chatham. . 

Following th~· installation 01 
1 ·e · Dist tct Attorney 

Roger Miner a plaque was pre 
sented to Judge Lugert for 3· 
years of service as Town Jus 
tice. Lugert has retired from 
that position. 

Also on the agenda was t 
general tt.lk on the restoration 
of old houses and basic County 
historv bv h1s•0rhn Walter 
!\filler 



JN ·'- I. ' ~ o . the 
..hat ~ he represented 

~harles Reid the defendant 
prior to th~ time he was el­
ected co1111ty prosecutor, Dis­
trict Attorney Roger Miner 
has been granted permission 
by County Judge William F. 
Christiana to withdraw as 
prosecutor in a second degree 
manslaughter trial. 

Charles Reid, of Hudson, 
also known as Ray Charles is 
charged with causing the death 

of La~ · 
It is c ...... nec In.at • 
ed Johnson d1Jrt.-ig • .. 
fight at the former 1,, 

ham Bar & Grill locci1ted at 
and Columbia Sts. 

Reid, who is. ':Yo ·'represent.r 
by Atty . ,..~dolph Matties; 
Hudson !J.a.s continued to plead 
inn~L to the charge. · 

;.eid retained Atty. Miner 
af er his arrest. The indict­

.1~t was returned by the Oct­
ober grand jury· Shortly ~ 
fore he assumed tht: office . of 
district attorney Miner with­
drew as defense c~l and 
Atty. Matties was retained by 
the defendant. . 

In view of his connection 
with the case as defense <:._"O~l 
Miner told Judge Cllristiana 
yesterday that he did not feel 
that he or his assistant Charles 
Inman should act as the P~ 
secutor. 

The court agreed and app­
oin ted former district atto~­
ney David Hendler, ~? IS 
Hudson's police conurussi~r 
as acting district attorney in 

the Reid case. 
Judge Christiana . orde~ 

an adjoununent unW ~ril 
1 to give Hendler an opportumt)' 
to confer with Reid and to famt 
liarize himself with the action. 

Henry Fulton Jr. ~~ 
pleaded innocent to an indict 
emtn charging second d . 
robbery and to a charge of cr1 
minal possession of a forg 
instrument. The defendan 
who is represented by Asst. 
Public Defender Russell .Ball 
er Jr. of Valatie was CO!"tin 
on bail and the case adJO 
to April 1. 

Manuel Jose Fernande 
Hudson made a similar pl~ 
to similar charges and . 
case was adjourned to April 
The defendants are ch 



'· THE SPEAKERS -- Mr5. Helen Hend­
#ident of the Ladies Auxiliary to Cler­
,mpany thanks District Att rney Roger 

-st speaker, an~ Clermont Supervi~or 

1~mont Fire Auxiliary 
ards Attendence Pins 

mMONT Pins for 
'.:.t attendance were pre­

..!(} during Saturday even­
.; banquet for members and 

.:sts of the Ladies Auxiliary 
Clennont Fire Company. held 

· Fire Station No. 2. 
The pins went to : Mrs. Helen 

-tvenburgh, 8 years ; Mrs. 
M nnie Heissenbuttle . 3 years; 
M11s. Fay Wemer, 2 years ; 

Q Mrs. Eleanor Slater , 1 

Y~. Olive Moore, installation 
m.U'Shall; and Mrs. Polly Freer. 
w~llation officer. installed 
ohcers: 

\h's. Helen Hendrickson. 
pnsident ; Mrs. Ann Barringer. 
vk:e president: Mrs. Doris La­
her, secretan: Mrs. Anna 

J 11.,'<>bson. treasurer: Mrs. Ethel 

DeSalvo. chaplain; and Mrs. 
Olive Loonie, historian . 

Mrs. Hendrickson presented 
her officers with gifts and each 
received a corsage from the 
Auxiliary . 

Supervisor Shennan Potts. 
master of ceremonies. introduced 
the guest speaker. District 
Attomey Roger Miner, whose 
topic was " War on Crime." 

The roast beef dinner 
served by members of tht;o.J->U:>.:o--i 
Bees of Christ Lutller 

Guests wer 
Charle · nald 
der and Mr. and Mrs. 1.lAs.i! r.ii91 

GibsOO 
Music · for danc· 

provided by 'TM V,_.IiilDfii'ls 
'The b.1 £t 

l 



J'l - County Judge 
? . Christiana yester-

t the date of trial in an 
robbery indictment and 
ed a tentative date of 
f :; defendant charged 
·_.cond degree manslau-

trial of Henry Fulton 
, indicted on a charg~ 
nd degree robbery, was 

!own for April 15. 

HU~ON - The board o 
~overnors of the New York 
State Association of Young 
Republican Clubs. meeting 
Saturday at Queens. passed 
resolutions urging the re-elec­
llon of U. S. Senator Jacob 
Javits and endorsing Gov. Nel­
son Rockefeller as a favorite 
son-candidate for President 
at the Republican National 
Convention. 

Mrs . Charles Knauss of Liv­
ingston. president of the Young 
Repubhcans. said Rockefeller 
· has compiled a record of 
outstanding achievement as 
governor and we believe h. 
leadership is essential for th 
progr~s of this country. 

The Young Republicans sai 
tiley would offer Javits "al 
possible assistance to him an 
his campaign ... 

Roger Miner of 
cow~ci 1or the group 
lhl meetm at Quc>ens 

Dist. . Atty. Roger Miner 
represented the people and 
Asst. Public Defender Rus~I 
0

aller Jr. of Valatie repre­
sents the defendant. 

Fulton is charged with robb­
ing James Ralph of White 
Plains on Nov. 18, 1967, in 
Prison Alley, Hudson. 

Fulton has pleaded inno­
cent to the charge. 
. Tentatively set for April 23 
is the trial of Charles Reid, 
Hudson, under indictment for 
alleged second degree mans­
laughter. 

Reid has pleaded innocent 
to a charge that he caused the 
death of Lawrence '8ohnson, 
city, during a ·fight several 
months ago at Columbia and 
N. 2ndSts. 

David Hendler, Hudson, ap­
pears as prosecutor in this case 
and Atty. Adolph Matties re­
presents the defendant. 

Dist. Atty. Roger Miner 
moved that Judge Christiana 
name another prosecutor as 
Miner had represented Reid 
on the charge prior to his elec­
t ion as district attorney. The 
district attorney said he pre­
ferred not to have his office 
in charge of the prosecution 
because of his prior ree_re­

<'ntati. in of the d~fend l 1'fJe 
c urt appomted Hendl ... r as 
<lcting disLrict < llorne 

Judge Christiana made the 
April 23rd date tentative as 
be has other court matters 
scheduled that date and the 
start of the Reid trial depends 
upon whether previous matters 
en the calendar can be dis­
Plised of on that day. 



e nies _'Kesson Motion 
spect Minutes of Jury '-·/- , 

~ - County Judge eleven month old child of tarily from O'Kesson and tha 
F . Christiana today whom Priscilla Roberts was he (defendant) was not fully 

th advised of his legal rights motion which sought the mo er. · · th · ts di tated 
_ Lawrence O'Kesson In the atgumen~ before in e reqwremen c 
t to inspect the min- Judge Chris ana, DISt. Atty. in the famous Miranda deci-

Jf the grand jury which 1 Roger ~r contend~ that sion. 
ed a first degree man- the grantmg of a !11ot1on _to Howe~er, Judge Oi_ristiana 
ter indictment against inspect U1e grand . Jury . mm- ~g hIS legal re;isorung for 

esson and Priscilla Ro- utes ill purely discretionary th f U 3:ga~t 0 Kesson 
:rts former Hudsonians. with Jhe court and should be ~Tho owing ~guage : ised . 
Th~ defendants are accused denied in the McKesson mo- . -- e ques ~ons r~ . in 

f causin the death of an tron on the ground that there the defendant s moving pap-
g is insufficient factual date ers are ~t really germane 

set fourth in the moving pap- to a ~llon to_ inspect the 
ers to justify the granting of grand JUry minutes. They 
such motion. should ~ tested by means 

The court. in his decision. of a motion to suppr~ or by 
said , prosecutor pointed demand for ? heanng pur-
out the motion to in- suant to ~t1~ 813 of the 

· minutes) in this Code of Crlffilnal Procedure, 
i8 · ted on all- (People vs. __ Huntley,-~ 
that. a certain state- ~amous ~111on l_. 1,"!te motion 

HUDSON - The trial of Law­
rence O'Kesson. charged with 
manslaughter. has been ad­
joorned one day in County Court 
at Hudson as a result of a de­
fense action. 

Solomon Bender of Albany . pe- · after Alvin J . Dallas 
titioned for a hearing under the pronounced dead on a, 
so-called Huntley decision of Columbia Memorial l 
the U.S. Supreme Court which Also under indictment , 
deals with the voluntariness of has pleaded innocent. 
a defendant's statement. cilia Roberts. Police 

The short delay was ordered 
by Judge William F. Oiristi_ana 
in order that the court nught 
hold a hearing on a defense 
claim that an alleged state­
ment made by O'Kesson was in­
voluntary and violated his con­

Judge 'Christiana ruled he ll-month-0ld child we. 
would hold the hearing a t the ing with the defendants. 
early date and directed County 
Cleric Harold D. Leggett to ad­
vise members of the trial jury 
to repo1i on Wednesday instead 

stitutional rights. 
The trial had 

e'1 ~- · J.omlOlnliw 
bii t 

of Tuesclray. 
O'Kes~. a former Hudson 

resident.I has pleaded innocent 
to the ~rge. An indictment 
was .ret..piied following an .in­
,..ti, n bv Hudson police 

HUOOON - With everyone the hearing by Judge Christi­
but active participants barred ana for the purpose of taking 
from the courtroom, County testimony to determine if the 
Judge William F. Christiana defendant's constitutional 
today was conducting a hearing rights were violated. 
into claims made by Lawrence In addition to the judge, 
O'Kesson, under indictment for seen entering the courtroom 
first degree manslaughter, were the defendant, his coun­
and Whose trial on that charge sel , Dist. Atty. Roger Miner, 
will get underway tomorrow Det. Sgt. Julius Brenner, and 
in the same courtroom. Sheriff Dewey A. Lawrence. 

The hearing demanded by Court officers, outside the 
Atty. Solomon Bender of Al- doors of the courtroom, were · 
bany, counsel for the defendant barring other lawyers, of­
is tied in with a famed deci- ficials and the press from the 
sion of the State Court of Ap- room. 
peals dealing with voluntari- It is obvious the judge did not 
ness of any statement made by wa~t to risk any portion of the 
a person accus.1, or being ques- testunony and the alleged 
tioned ~ an alJeted na ture of its contents to be­
crime. betense counsel iqed come .public and possibly infhr. 
-----------~~~___..o._~-

Dist. Atty. Roger W 
who will prosecute the i11 
ment against O'Kesson. 
appear tomorrow for the 
pie at the hearing before Jl 
Christiana. The court has g•c.: 
ed a motion bv Miner that 
defendants have separate 
als . 

encing opinion-0ne way or an­
other-with prospective jurors 
summoned for tomorrow's trial 
and which might result in a m<>­
tion for a mistrial either by 
defense or prosecution. 

Under the Appellate Court 
decisions, Judge Christiana's 
ruling on the alleged statement 
cannot be made pliblic at this 
time. -

O'Kesson and Priscilla Ro­
bert were io4icted after Al · 
J. Dallas Jr .. aged ten m 
and who allegedly resided with 
them, was reported dead on ar­
rival at Colfunbia Memoria 
Hospital. 

Each ,defendant has plead 
innooen1 at au times to 
c·h 



Dist. Atty. 
lomon of 

t. and the 
ration fol-
F . Chr.is-

The defense had fought to bar the man·s 
sta tement from being admitted into evidence 
but it was admitted by Judge . 9Jlristiana 
while Det. Sgt. Julius Brenner of the Hud­
son Police Dept. was on the stand. following 
testimony given by former Dist. Atty. John 
G. Connor. 

The so-called confession appeared to be a 
synopsis of testimony offered bv trial wit­
nesses with no admissions by O'Kesson 
that he had committed anv crime. · 

Briefly. manslaughte~ is caus· g death 
without design to effect death. O'Kesson 
not only did not admit doing anything that 
would .injure the infant but conte11ded he 

· had tried to save the child's life by mouth­
to-mouth breathing and subsequently carry­
. tl.e 1r>fant in his arms to Columbia Mem­

efforts to get an ambu­
He said he had brought 

of the house.. 
•d the child 

night of April 6. 1967. He told of marks on 
the body that were " reasonably fresh" and 
there was a fracture in bone in 'back of skull. 
but that death came from a tear or lacera­
tion of the liver and resultant bleeding. He 
testified the fatal injury came from "some­
thing sharp." 

Dr. Bellamy, a specialist in pathology. 
gave as his opinion that the child could 
live from 30 minutes to three hours after 
such an injury, adding: "I favor the 
shorter time." 

On cross examination. the pathologist said 
he had not been informed that the child bad 
fallen on numerous occasions. During a hy­
pothetical question. defense counsel said 
the child was in the custody of his mother 
all day. Testimony was that O'Kesson arriv­
ed hoine at about 6 p.m. and that the child 
was pronounced dead at the hospital at about 
8:30. 

Quizzed on cross examination concerning 
possible "causal connection" of condition 
of child (relating to several falls of the 

ild) before April 6. . Bellamy testified 
lationship w at.soever." 

to e -% 

Judge Christiana ruled that 
under those circumstances .. any 
statement made could go intO 
ev!dence. The court said: "I 
decided the statement was vol­
~tary. It will be up to the 
Jury to determine if it wasun­
voluntary." 

During arguments by coun­
sel concerning the statement 
going in evidence. Atty. Solo­
mon declared that witnesses 
for the People testified suJ>. 
stantially with the statement 
made by O'Kesson on the night 
the child died . At this stage 
and when testimony for the 
prosecution closed, ·he moved 
for dismissal of the indictment 
on the ground there was no evi­
dt;nce to connect the defendant 
WI th commission of any crime 
and that there was rio proof 
O'Kesson caused the death of 
the infant. 

Judge Christiana denied the 
motions, saying he was going 
to leave the question of fact 
up to the jury. 





AWARD DINNER - Participating last night in 
Boys' Oub Award Dinner were Elk's Exalted 
Ruler Roger, Miner, Rev. John R. Hawkins, 

principal speaker; Thomas Bluteau, 
master; and Rev. J.W. Allen 
invocation. (Win-Bil Photo) 

Rev. Hawki.ns Speaks 



-.etid1ng fn Shot· RecoU-n ted r~~..:'61'.:L.. · 

ram-'"S laying Hea 
By PIERRIE L. DOLAN . 

ANCRAM - Following tes­
timony of cJa.med fear in an 
Ancram home on the night of 

. April 20,wbich resulted in 
l6-year-01d Gary Phillips 
shooting his father to death, 
Ancnai Justice of the Peace. 
Roy Boice Jr. last niAht reserv­
ed decision (.11 whether the 
defendant should be held for 
Grand Jwy actioo on a first de­
~manslaughter charge. 

1be soft spoken mother of 
the youth, widowed by a .22 ri-

cros_, examination, Ken­
nedy was asked if Gary was 
hysterical and the reply was 
no. The trooper told of a chair 
beUw knocked over in the 
deat6 room and of seeing hair 
and blood on the floor. 

The "feren<:e to hair may 
have been important -OJ con­
nectioo with the later testimo­
ny of Mrs. Phillips. ~r 
Kennedy said he saw a rifle 
at one end ?f a s0fa. He testi-

fie he u~ to rkill her husband 
clung so tenaciously to a story 
that he was protecting her froAt 
the man 's alleged attack that 
District Attorney Roger Miner 
asked the court to declare her. 
a ''hostile" witness for the pro- ' 
secution. 

A hearing demanded by ~ 
sel for the Pine Plains Central 
School junior class member, 
was held at the Ancram fire­
house. 

Miner, assisted by Assistant 
District Attorney Oiarles In­
man, represented the People. 

Mrs. "Plilllips -statoo that "be 
(father) swung at Harold Jr." 
and the latter ran out of the 
room. 
~ said the father picked up 

a ·dining room chair and "threw 
it at Gary." She said the boy 
put ~p a hand and knocked the 
chair away from him. 

The witness said the father 
put a foot on a couch .. like he 
was going to jump" and Gary 
and Teddy (son) moved. She 

Robert "t'rotta of Millerton· is 
counsel for the defendant. As­
sociated with him is William J . 
Ciolko, who is Public Defender 
in Dutchess County but who 
appeared last night in a role 
as a private counsel. Mr. Trot­
ta is Ciolko's assistant in the 
Public Defender's office but 
they have been engaged by the 
Phillips' family to represent 
the youth. 

Ex<:ept for a brief appear­
ance standing before the court 
the boy sat quietly with other 
members of the family . his 

momernaa caneaTor rnrry. ' 
Trooper Harrison stated Gary 

told him he went to the cellar 
to get the rifle, -heard his 
mother scream and that 
he( Gary l told his father two or 
three times to leave her alone 
and the father did. Further, that 
the father had picked up the 
portable heater and threw it 
across the room at ~ary. The 
trooper repeated testimony 
preyiously given of tl_ie moth .r 

.. . •'- ce- 41.. 
·" c.1t. . 
The boy is charged with caus-

ing the death of his fa~er d~r­
ing a family dispute m which 
tlie father allegedly · was beat-
ing Mrs. Phillips. ·· · . 

Att. Robert Tr:otta. of Mil· 
lerton, who is representing ~ 
youth. yesterday to!~ the .Regis­
ter Star tbat after · talking to 
the boy ·and others in the home 
where · the trouble ocoprred ~t 
"It (the shooting) was acci­
dental." The defense of the case 
will be accidental death. 
~cerning the boy's reputa­

tion in the rommuriity ~ch is 
shocked over the case. 1t was 
pointed, out that after young 
Phillips was brought before 

•. the 
. Jt. . 

was inca 
The deh.. 

es yesterdav at ti .... 
Central School. 

A reporter. callin~ 
Robert Francis. said 
heard the boy, a memo.. 
junior class. had a good r 
ti.on in school and the repl:o. •· 
•·yes." nie school official ans­
wered in the negative when ask­
ed if Phillips e~aged in school 
anthletics. 

Hearing May 2 

A hearing to determine whe­
ther there is sufficient evide~ce 
to hold the defendant for action 
of the grand jury which C?n· 
venes in Hudson in connection 
with the Mav term of Supreme 
Court. was · sch~uled for to-

left hand resting Jb 
chin during the app· 
two and a half hours 
mony. 

Defense cowisel wai"• 
ing of the informatio 
sworn depositions, Trot 
vising the court that the I 
derstood the nature o. 
charge. 

First Witness 
The first witness was 

Trooper Cbarles A. Ken• 
stationed at Hawthorne. 
s<id he was on duty at 
Pains when he rece1vee 



Wf' t to GohJ'S 
ri~" .. sson and the 
' ..-.iment. c;:·~'!- had 

1ed to 

In Rob~ . 
et f 
H"u .)n 

The j u , , a 
O'Kesson delibera LeO 

HUDSON - District Attor- erts cannot be held Uu , mo1 
nev Roger Miner said today as County Judge William •' 
that he intends to move a first Christiana is presiding as a spe­
degree manslaughter indict- cial justice of the State Su­
ment against Priscilla Roberts prtme Court at Kingston on 
of · Catskill. formerly of Hud- assignment of the administra­
son. in the April 6. 1967 death tor of the courts in the Third 
of her 11-month-old son. Alvin Judicial District. 
J . Dallas Jr. Dist. Atty. Miner said that 

2:10p.m. to4 :55p.m. 
O'Kesson and Priscilla 

berts were residing on 
view Ave.. Hudson. on Ap. 
6. 1967. She testified at his tri­
al that the man came home 
about 6 p.m. oo the dav in ques­
taon . Sometime thereafter. she 

A jurv on April 27 acquitted when County Court is recon­
Lawrence O'Kesson a former vened at Hudson in June that 
Hudsoniah. now residing in he will move before Judge 

tski.ll . of a similar charpP <'hristiana that a date be fix-
The tna ,.f Pr1 nlla H • J •or the woman 's trial 

HUDSON-State Su p rem e 
Court Juztice Harold Koreman 
Of Albany today Uph(!ld the 
validity of Columbia County's 
anti-pollution loeal law. 

1957. Dist. Atty. Miner argued 
in behalf of the law passed by 
the Columbia County Board of 
Supervisors: 

Justice Koreman sand in his 
decision: 

Please turn to 

'l'own of Ghent, Col 
County, where the defer 
alleged to have COT 
violation charged. 
control laws." 

" This is not 
terpretation of 
the Public '' -

. 'l'he arguments before Judge 
Koreman took palce at a special 
term of Supreme Court held at 
Kingston on April 5, with 
District Attorney Roger Miner 
arguing for the People and 
~ Michael LeSawyer of 
Hudson appearing for Robert 
Conner of Ghent. 

"A judgment in the nature of 
prohibition is sought directed 
against any Justice of the Peace 
in Columbia County prohibiting 
each of them from performing 
OI' taking any acts or 
p r o c e e d i n g s concerning a 

by Section 1297 of ti<it law 
which provides that \ihile Ar­
ticle (12-A) shall not be con­
stured as repealing aiy laws 
which are not by thi~ Article 
expressly repealed, "it shall be 
held and construed to be as 
ancillary to and supplementing 
the laws now in force, expecting 
as they may be in direct con- r 
flict with this article " 

Mr. Conner was charg 
burning a junked c 

est Ghent Auto 
~.Mr 

ertain information chargi• · 
defendant with a violati 

lion 4A of I .ocat .. 
i;i Co .. y.' 



DSON-\Vitnesses who 
esttfied in Ancram May 2. at 
t nearing into a first · degree 
namslaughter charge against 16-
1ear-0ld Gary Phillips of An­
ctam yesterday were seen 
entering the grand jury room 
at the court house ' in Hudson. 

Proceedings before a grand 
jQl'Y are secretive by Jaw. 

The grand jury is inquiring 
into the death of the youth's 
44-year-0ld father at their 
.\IJCram home. It is alleged the 
buiv shot his father while 
protecting his mother . 

The defendant was not 
required to present an~· 

tunony at the hearing but it 
red the boy's counsel was 

phasizing three possible 
~ses: accidental shooting. 
f defense, and protecting his 
ther from alleged attack by 

is ft1Uier . 
Testimony at tl}e hearing wa:; 

that the victim. who had come 
home after reportedly drinking. 
dragged his wife through a 
hallway by her hair. 

There · was testimony U1e 
father had thrown a p0rtable 
heater at the defendant. striking 
him in on a shoulder. It was 
also stated that the victim. just 
!'efore the shooting. threw a 
chair in the direction of Garv 
and a younger brother. · 

It seemed a defense theorv. 
on cross examination. that Garv 
moved his brother away and 
was warding off the throW11 
chair when the gun was fired . 

The mother told District 
Attorney Roger Miner on direct 
examination that she hoped her 
son would be exonerate(! of the 
charge. 

The grand 
to report in 
1\funJd~· vn d 

it has' 

jury is expected 
open cou 
mwHIJer oJ ca.se. 

them 

tile AOIT 
While th, 
ceivablv c. 
report ·in S• 
highlY. .unlike! 
week. 

There is n. 
\\ill be <1n cp~. 
on the grand ju• 
bov's case. H 
grand jury has 
true bill in a case 
voted on. it ord· 
presentment to t 
b\· name those 
i·hom no 'indictme 

If an indictment o. 
is found. it can be 
open court or throu 
indictment. 

Young Phillips h· 
libert.v on $3.000 bai 
made no attempt t 
1 he .·hoQtmg and aw 
cf ..lWte Pohc· ~ 

"",-.,, .. 
uetennine w. ether 

•IOl the boy should be indict­
or cleared. 

At least 12 members of a 
grand jury must be in accord 
if a true bill • or indictment 
can be returned. Under th~ 
law, a minimum of 18 and a 
maximum of 23 grand jurors 
must hear a case. 

Wants Son Cleared 

It was widispute4, at the 
hearing that tbe YoUth was 
defending his · mother from an 
assault by 1-. fltllier shortly 
before the !lltOlliffil'.' ,~ Evidence 
was that t .th"r ~affed 

tac kin;, his 
ed up a rill c. 
"to leave her alor 'd. 

Mrs. Phillips ll 
when her husband cai 
about 8: 30 on the nirf' 
lion she knew he • 
drinking because "of _ e 
he looked, the way he staa 
ed, and the way he talked." ., 

There . was testimony t.t 
after ·. the man had allege<.. 
dragged his wife by the h£ 
through a hallway that shor.­
ly thereafter there was addi­
tional violence in the living 
~ of the home. It was tes­
tified that the father "swung" 



ult by his father and that 
e father had thrown chairs 

HUDSON - It pad an electric beater at Gary 
that a sealed · : just before the fatal shot was 
retumed late r- fired. 
noon against ~ Gary The boy's mother testified at 
Phillips in the 20 fatal the bearing she wanted her son 
shooting of his fa at ~ exonerated. 
home in Ancram. ~ After the report has been 
of a grand jury are confi~ handed up, Judge Ellsworth 
tial. transferred all indictments to 

The grand jury, in a presen County Court on motion of Dist. 
ment to State Supreme Cour Atty. Roger Miner. 
Justice Roscoe Ellswo~ ~ Judge Ellsworth expressed 
Kingston, said it had mvesti· appreciation and called it "an 
gated 13 alleged criminal mat- efficient grand jury." 
ters and returned 18 indictm~ts In addition to the indictments, 
of which 16 were sealed. thfa grand jury commended She-

'lbe two open. indi~ts riff De A. Lawrence for 
were against Bruce William 
Vittone and John Robert Shu­
felt, the first indictment alleg­
ing second degree grand larceny 
and the second third degree 
grand larceny. 

The grand jury also reported 
it had dismissed the case of Lar­
ry Frazier, details ~f whi~h ~ 
carried elsewhere an this edi-
tion. 

'Fbe fact ~ of. 
some kind was found in the An­
cram shooting c a s e ariseS 
Uttougb the ~ of elimina­
tion. Witnesses who bad testi­
fied at the boy's ~ 
bearing before Justice of the 
Peace Roy Boice Jr. , held at 
Ancram, were seen entering the 
grand jury room last week. This 
together with the fact that the 
gr8nd jury in its re~ yester­
day 1iSted ~y. Frane!'s. case 
as bein& dismissed, indicates 
that a charge of some nature 
bas been lodged against young 
Phillips. <lW'Red with manslaughter, 
in the Shooting. the boy ~ ~ 
at liberty on $3,000 bail, wbich 
was provided by a Dutdlesl 
County official. 

It was testified at the An­
cram bearing that the boy was 

otecting bis mother from an 

the administration of the 
ty jail. 

Justice Ellsworth did not 
charge the grand jury, but, 
der the statute, declared it 
recess" . 1be body remains 
recess" until the opening 1.. 

of the next session of Supren 
Court, which is Nov. 4, 1 
The grand jurors may be call· 
ed back into session upon a 
court order obtained by Dist. 
Atty. Miner. Judge Ellsworth 
told the grand jurors they do 
not even have to "come back 
(to court ) on Nov 4 unless duly 
notified.'' 

Dist. Atty. Miner thanked th 
and jurors for tbdr services 



revolver 
imp three 
during the 

er man's car. 
len from a 

Taghkanic . 
te Trooper Sgt . 
"' the sheriff of 

.• . that hel Bailey 1 
Hudson taxicab to 
the lake where he 

was a revolver . 
e into the place and 
,apon. 

, ~position set forth 
: defendant told the 

00per he bad made up his Connor on motion of the then 
;p ind about 4 p.m. on the day District Attorney Thomas p 
o) the homicide to kill his wife. Kennedy . · · 
· A few minutes before the Bailey pleaded guilty on June 
woman was scheduled to leave 16. 1948, to first degree man­
the Green~ manufactory, slaughter. He was given two 
Bailey pushed his way into Sl!ntences, the maximum being 
another car which was parked 30 years . He was sentenced to 
near the plant. Pointing the . .38 a 2(}.year maximum on the 
at the head of a Livingston man manslaughter · count and an 
who was seated in the car, additional lQ.-year maximum on 
Bailey threatened : "I'm going a charge of being armed with 
to kill vou because vou have a dangerous, weapon. The court 
been running around: with my directed the te,rms were to nm 
wife ." con~utively, totalling 3(}.year 

As his wife approached the maxunum, the minimum tem\S 
car. Bailey pushed her toward imposed being 15 years. 
the vehicle and asserted : " I'm .Although the minimum ternlS 
going to kill the both of you." ran out approximately five 

She was half wav into the years ago, it is not known if 
car when she started. to struggle Bailey made application for 
with Bailey for possession of the parole. If he had, it obviously 
gun . He fired three times. all was denied. 
shots entering her body. Bailey Bailey has petitioned County 
pointed the gun at the other Judge William F. Christiana for 
man and directed him to drive a hearing on the gun sentence 
to what then was known as He ~et ~orth in his own, printed 
Hudson City Hospital. She was ap~hcat1on for petition for a 
dead on arrival. Bailey was write of coram nobis (writ of 
taken into custodv at the error I "That nowhere, in any 
hospital by Hudson {iolice. r e co rd . is the petitioner 

Indicted -on a murder charge. t Bailey I charged with the use 
the late Supreme Court Justice of possession of a dangerous 
William Murrav of Trov tran- ' weapon and. under the law, he 
sferred the case to Columbia c~ru1ot plead guilty and be 
Dount~· Judge Wilham E. J . sentenced for a crime that does 

not exist. " 
The · prisoner ~- IUs 

application ·that l .is 
a poor person lae mc-
tions of the Civil Pr.dice Alct 
and that he desires the 
assignment of counsel to argue 
his petition and protect his 
ngltts ... 
J~ge Christiana has assigned 

Pubhc Defender Adolph Matties 
to represent the man. After the 
Public Defender has reviewed 
.he case. he will move before 
.he court that the hearin~ be 
~ranted and a date fixed. 
)istriet Attorney ~oger Min 



~ - HudM,n Lodge 
'lag Day ceremonies 
rooms with several 

friends attending. On 
Jht, were Wilson Shea, 
'' Edward Sipperly, Da· 

ay Observed By Elks 
continually .tttruggle ' in 
endless endeavor to brin 
harmony at home. and to al 

I 

th annual 
; of Hudson 
were held 
h several 
nd friends 

"When we read that a 
forefather was emotionally 
moved by the sight of the Flag, 
it. was not the sight of a colorful 
piece of cloth that struck him, 
but the pe<>ple it symbolized." 
he said. ·•Thus, we come here 
today in honor of our right to 
give and receive from all men 
who stand under its past 
glories. its glories made all in 
the name of its people " 

nations."· 
The invocation was given b 

HawH·r concluded "It is our . 
i n d 1 v 1 d u a l respons1b11ity to 

OFFICERS who presided at the final meeting of the Rip Van 
Winkle Young Women's Republican Club, Kiskatom, at its 
final meeting until fall were Jackie Carmichael, president; 
Marie Bua, treasurer; Angela Hughes, vice president; and Mo­
nica Cono, seaetary. In the rear, George Carl, town chairman; 
Hamilton f;sh . Jr .. condiclntf' for.AA• ... ~· ,.f r,.,.,..,.. ••. ..... 

Rabbi Baruch Schectman, and 
introductions were made by 
Exalted Ruler Roger Miner. A 
$500 scholarship was awarded 
to Robert Parlman of 518 
Prospect Street, a senior at St. 
Mary's Academy and enrolled 
at St. John Fisher College in 
1wchester. 1be a: sembly participated in 
a Pledge of Allegiance and the 
snging of God Bless America. 

o 11 o w i n g the ceremonies 
refreshments were sl·rved and 
Mart;Y Kittell and his orchestra 



. I 
·I~! 

on 1t::1011y charges of selling 
dangerous and narcotic drugs. 
The drugs allegedly ~isled of 
marijuana. affililetammes and 
barbiturates. · · -

The men. 24 year old Ernest 
Joseph Belair, and Raymond 
Henry Bushie. 30. were picked 
up on warrant charges executed 
by Columbia County District · 
Attorney Roger Miner. who had 
instituted the investigation. The 
arrests were made bv in­
vestigator T. J. O'Donnell' of the 
narcotics unit operating from 
the 8CI at IAUOOnville. and 
assisted by 8CI investiptors A. 
R. f..eaieri and R. T. Brenzel 

HlIDSON-Andrew Raymond 
Cooper, Sr.. of 525 Prospect St., 
Hudson, and Mrs. Mildred 
Delres Cooper have been 
granted a divorce. 

The papers were signed June 
10 at Kingston. Supreme Court 
Justice Roscoe Elsworth In 
addion the divorce was signed 
by the county clerk June 11 . 
· The divorce is an ift' 

terlocutory decree according tO 
Jtf!ler __., ....,.,._, for Mt~ 
Cijiper, and will be official I ln 
thNe months 1 

HUlffiN-An investigation 
bas been ordered to determine 
if Gary Philips, 16, of Ancram 
!bould be prosecuted as a 
youthful offender. 

The probe was ordered 
Monday by Judge William F . 
:a in CoWlty Court at 

The boy appeared with his 
attorney, Robert Trotta of 
Millerton. Trotta moved for an 
investigation to leam if Judge 
Christiana will consent to have 

Phillips, who is Wlder in­
dictment for second degree 
manslaughter, tried under the 
youthful offendor section of the 
statue. There was no objection 
from D i s t r i c t Attome~ 
Roger Miner and Judge 
Christiana directed the in­
vestigation be conducted. 

Judge Christiana adjourned 
!he case to July 29 pending the 
mvestigabOn and further ruled 
that any motions which may be 

of Claverack. ll4llair and Bushie were 
arrattpled before New Lebanon 
Town Justice Roger Wemple 
where they waived hearing for 

e grand jury. They were 
remaDded to the Columbia 
County Jail In lieu of $3,f>OO bail 
and $2.500 bail respectively on 
charges of selling dangerous 
and narcotic drugs 1n the third 
deifee. 

contemplated with the respect 
to ·the indictment must ·hE 

made bv the_JlJJjourned date. · 
The defendant who was 

in bail . 

The bo'!, is' char~ with the 
shooting death of bis father in 
their Ancrarndale home. There 
was testimony at a preliminary 
hearing held before Justice Roy 
Boice Jr. of Ancram that the 
father had been drinking belo 
tie arrived .home oo the da 



it'1 
HUD~ON-A 49-.vear-old woman wieldmg 

a carvmg knife .Yesterday allegedly killed 
her common law husband at their So Front 
Street residence. 

Charged with murder is Mrs. Addie 
Louisa West. 

~e d~eased has been identified as Jeff 
Dav15 "1lkerson. 58. a migrant worker who 
settled in Hudson. 

Mrs. West was confined to Columbia 
Co~ty Jail following her arraignment last 
evemg before Cit.\· court Judge Harold 
Lieberman. She showed little emotion as 
she stood before the judge. assured him 
that she fully understood her rights and 
~?<Jed.,, "I want the Grand Jury. your .. •mor. 

Mrs. West appeared in court with ban­
daged forehead having previously been 
treated a~ .Columbia Memorial Hospital for 
a head m1ury and later released in the 
custod~· of police officers . 
. In reg!ling. t~e formal charge. Judge 

Lleberrnz.n said 1t was based on the swon 
deposition of Witnesses and the formal in­
tormation drawn up by investigating of­flc·ers. 

'~ ue Pl. 
.... ueqs 

Police said the initial call ot a ·~ 
was received at 4:05 p.m. When Patrolri, A\ 
Joel Hollenbeck. Larrv Walkt?r and Louis"'Qu 
Contearrived at the scene the ·dctim. ap­
parently dead. was lying face down on the 
sidewalk in front of 27 S. Front Street. 
where he had lived with Mrs. West. 

He was pronounced dead at the scene 
b.' · Dr. Edward Ginouves Columbia County 
Corner Donald Tkacy and Police Com­
missioner David Hendler were then-ified. 
The Greenport Rescue Squad removed the 
body to the hospital morgue where Dr. 
Joeph Bellam.' · performed the autopsy. 
. According .to police. the couple had been 
m the Catskill area earlier in the afternoon 
where an altercation had occurred during 
which Mrs, West had suffered a sever blow 
to the head allegedly deliverd by the 
.deceased. When they returned to the S. 
Front Street addre$5 both alighted from 
the car. Mrs. West went directly into the 
house. while Wilkerson sat doMi on the 
small porch formed by the two concrete 
st~ps and landing at the front door. 

The accused is alleged to have pick 
up a carving knife. returned to t~e f 
porch and. standing behind the ~ 1· 

Ord1nart1}'• the next grand 
jwy to oe convened inColumbia 
County is not impanneled until 
the November tenn of State 
Supereme Court at Hudson. 

Dist. Atty. Roger Miner in­
dic~~ Ile might obtain a court 
order to r.ing · th y grand 
jucy back into session fOz: the 

'1JUl'pOse Of M'iewing' ~- 1.--PllC811-.s · "''..-rier rha 



N-\\'hether the $103,139 Esther S. Dalangauskas. 
ade for land taking awarded damages of $9.630. 

constructionof the produced a claim of $71 ,200. 
County Airport 'will be Joseph Kitchie and Anthony 

for confirmation by Kitchie. awarded $16.401.50. 
County will be known c I a i m e d $50,000 damages 

a week er )0 days . ' through i.esumony. 
whether . any of thE: Elsie C. Ostrander. Ida A. 

owners mvolved will Ostrander and Dorothv B. · 
the amount of money 0 st r a n de r . who testimony 

them will be known claimed had damages of $50.000 
amt' time. were awarded $30.239. 

Stuijy of the pleadings and Some of the defendants in the 
. poni~ of the testimony • actions were not claiming that 
isclos~ ••' the $103.139.50 the damages were restricted to 

awards ""tre y Com- the actual propertv taking but 
demnat1on Commi sion that the noisetrom the planes 
Joseph Lenczycki. airman 
Atty Charles- Al ~1.: ..incl 

H. Weaver while the 
fuj.al • damages claimed 1\\ the 
five properties in dispuk was 
placed by the property own~ 
at $448,000. 

Atty. Roger Miner of Huson. 
of counsel to his father. Count 
Attomev Abram Miner. in all 
the harings held by the com­
mission. will appear before 
County Judge William F. 

.• Christian 
~ lawyer will either move 

the tindings of the commission 
he confirmed or rejected. In 
view of the fact that the awards 
came to $1031139 while the 
claimsfor damages were nearly 
a hplf-million dollars. it i~ 
speculated the cunty will be m 
favor of court approval. 

If any of the property owners 
favor rejection. it will be known 
at the proceeding before Judge 
Christiana. If the decision of the 
County Court is not agreeable 
to any of the parties involved. 
any of them could take an 
a p p e a I ' to the Appellate 
Division. THIRD Department. T 
Albany. 

Marv R.W. Keller. formerlv 
Dunning. awarded $3,678. h·ad 
claimed $36.950. 

Harry Karpiak. 
piak. Clarence P . 

coming into and leaving 
airport affected the value of th 
residue of Ute properties . . 

Atty . Miner represented the 
county in all phases of the 
~si_ndemnation proceedings in 
which a large number of 
hearings were held . Atty . 
Ha r o 1 d V .A. Drumm of 
Chatham represented the three 
Ostranders . and the two Kit­
chies. The Syracuse· firm of 
Smith. Sovik. Terrv . Hendricks. 
Mc A u I ii f & · Schwarzer: 
represented the golf course 
owners and also represented 
Esther S. Dal•auskas ... 



Adiourne 
'1- CJ• "' HUDSON-A manslaughte 

indfotment against 16-year-0ld 
Gary Lee Phillips of An­
cramdale yesterday . was ad: 
joumed in Coun~y · Court at 
Hudson to Sept .9. 

Dist. Atty . . Roger Miner 
consented to the adioumment as 
Andrew Trotta. of Millerton 
counsel for the youth. is on 
vacation. . 

Young Phillips. who attends 
Pine Plains Central School. was 
continued on $3.000 bail bv 
County Judge William F. 
Christiana. Bail was provided 
the night the boy was arrested. 
po8ted by a Dutchess county 
official. 

The youth is charged with 
shooting_ his father to death in 
their home. It is claimed the 
father came home in an in­
toxicated condition and started 
to beat his wife. 

It was testified that theman 
dragged her by the hair from 
or.e room to another and it was 
further testifed by State 
Police. and others . that large 
clusters of her hair were . m 
several areas of the house 

It was also testified that when 
the bov went to his mother·s 
assistance that his father turned 
on him. He pegged articles of 
fui:niture at Gary ad a younger 
brother. It was testified that the 
father ipped' . the c;ord of an 
el..dri heater from a plug and 
fifed the heater at Garv. the 
heater hitting the boy ·there 

· was also tasti,rDony of a chaii1 
being thrown at the ~; and 
of Gary leveling a loaded .22 
Calibre riRe at his at l.d' .:iu=;~­

lt was indicated through the 
nature of questions asked by 
Atty . Trotta. the def~se will 
be that the weapon was either 
llred in self defense or was 
accidentally discharged. 

Full Restitution 
Virginia Price of 

about 35. was placed on 
probation when it developed she 
bad made full restitution for 
checks she allegedly issued. It 
was reported that amount !jf 
restitution was approximatlt · 



SLAYING SUSPECT - Richard Ogle 3rd, center, is 
flanked by Troopers W. J. Morris, left, and R. J . Aa 
ams of the New Lebanon State Police outpost as he 
is led into the Stockport court of Justice of th11 Peace 
Sherman Greneryeaterday. Ogle, wanted by Pitts-

field police in connection with the stabbing death· 
of his fainer, was arrested in Columbia County Su~ 
day afternoon by the two troopers and is being he­
ld in the county jail on a fugitive from justice char­
ge. (Photo by Gibson) 

Accused Slayer Held for 
Ex tr a di ti-on To Pittsfield - . 

HUDSON-Richard Ogle. 3rd. 
25. arrested in Columbia Countv 
at 1: 20 Sunday afternoon on a 
fugitive from justice charge in 
connection with the slaying of 

i s father in Pittsfield. 
remained mute when he faced 
Justice of the Peace Sherman 
Grener late yesterday afternoon 
m the Town of Stockport. 

0 g le maintained silence 
during the proceedings. 

Based on a murder warrant 
issued in Pittsfield and an 
examination of the defendant's 
person. District Attorney Roger· 
Miner moved that the court hold 
the prisoner. 

While Ogle was mute on a 
warrant for his arrest and 
reportedly had not asked for a 
lawyer. the People made cer­
tain that his constitutional 
rights were respected . and 
c o n t a c t e d Assistant Public 
Defender Russell Baller Jr. of 
Valatie to represent him belore 
the court. 

Justice Grener denioo a 
motion by Atty. Baller . Jor 
dismissal of an information 
charging the defendant with 
being a fugitive . 

The defendant was charged 
only with being a fugitive and 
the sole question Grener had 
to rule upon under the com­
laratively new law relating to 

fugitives . was whether the man 
before him was Ogle. 

With the defendant remaining 
silent Grener ruled he was the 
suspect in view of information 
provided by Dist. Atty. Miner 
of motor vehicle records found 
on the man. This infom1ation 
was supplied the prosecutor by 
the State Police who had 
searched him. 
3.Justice Grener ordered the 
suspect be remanded to the 
Columbia County jail. 

Ogle can be held in jail for 
30 days pending extradition 
proceedings instituted by the 
office of Governor Volpe of 
Massachusetts . the application 
1 o r extradition going to 
Governor Nelson Rockefeller. 

While Justice Grener ordered 
the suspect to be remanded to 
jail for a period not to exceed 
30 days . this period can be 
extended to 60 davs if 
trt1dit10n procee<lmg 

completed within 30 days . 
Ogle can apply to County 

Judge William F. Christiana or 
any Supreme Court justice that 
bail be fixed. 

The prisoner persisted in his 
sijence aat the jail. He ate a 
meal served him at the jail and 
was asleep at an early hour. 

Spotted Car 

Troopers R. J . Adams and W 
J . Morris. stationed at New 
Lebanon were on patrol early 
Sunday afternoon m separate 
cars . 

They had stopped their 
machines for a brief decision 
on a police matter when the 
car operated by Ogle came 
along the highway . 

The troopers immediately 
linked the car with a police 
message broadcast earlier and 
took after the car with Oregon 

Please Turn &e Page A-2 
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P the stabbing of the suspect's 
made no attempt to brother. James Ogle. 22. 

outrun the pursuers and when · Police said the stabbings 
Adams approached the wanted pccurred at 3:30 a.m. Saturday 
c;ar. the tropper forced the morning at the family home. 
suspect's vehicle to the side of 180 Williams Street Pittsfield. 
the road . The father had been stabbed 

Ogle offered no resistance three times in the chest and 
when Adams approached him once in the scalp. The suspect's 
with gun drawn and he obeyed brother had •a stab wound in 
when the tropper ordered him the abdomen. 
to place his hands on the car The brother was operated on 
while Adams frisked him. at St. Luke's Hospital and was 

The prisoner was taken to the reported in good condition. 
1 N Lebanon station and thence Pittsfield police said the 
o the State Police station at stabbings were apparently done 
laverack. with a kitchen knife. 
tn Justice Grener's cour- Roadblocks were set up in all 
vom, along with Dist. Atty . areas leading out of Pittsfield 
1mer. Asst. Public Defender and descriptions of the hunted 
aller and the prisoner. were man and the car he was driving 
tate Police Capt. Nader. State were flashed over police 

Po 1 i c e Investigator Rudy teletypes. 
Leggieri. and TrooperAdams. when arrested in Columbia 
Ogle was handcuffed. County. Ogle was still driving 

The warrant charges Ogle the red Chevrolet he was 
with the stabbing-murder of his allegedlv in when he left the 
father. Richard Ogle Jr. .. and scene of the crimes. 

P i t t s f i e I d Police Capt. 
Raymond Coakley said police 
were called to the Ogle home 
by the widow of the slain man. 

A re a law enforcement 
agencies were advised that 
warrants had been issued 
charging Richard Ogle 3rd with 
murder, . intent to murder. and 
assault and battery with a 
dangerous weapon. 

Pittsfield police said they 
have in their possession th 
kitchen lmife alleg~y used · 
the crimes. 

The slain father was 
ployed as an el!gineer 
General Electric in Pittsfield. 

Police said they believed th 
suspect b:id not been living 
home. 'hey said they 
derstood ''> a former Ma · 

ter J 

•-~~~~~~~-=~-~ )D vi 

Germa 11.1.\rn. yesteruu .,. , 
a . ~reak from -County Judge 
Wliham F Christiana because 
the ma.n has nine dependents . 
three ot them handicapped 

Th e Germantown man 

... ad• 
lenienc. 10: 
the court of 
dependents and 
was very faithful 
out that obligation. 

.Co_Unty Bar 4ssn. 
To tudy Curfew 

H U D S 0 N - - T h e proposed 
curfew ordinance for Hudson 
will be reviewed by the 
Co I u m b i a County Bar 
A s s o c 1 a t i o n before being 
presented to the Common 
Council for a vote. 

That was the decision after 
a lengthy discussion Monday 
night at city hall of municipal . 
police and legal authorities . 
Common Council President 
Elmer Sheffer todav described 
the meeting as an "·excellent" 
one and said after the first draft 
of the proposed ordinance is 
completed it will go to the. 
county's legal association for 

review. 
Sheffer explained the move is 

considered necessary as any 
curfew ordinance carries wide 
legal ramifications in the areas 
of time. ages affected and 
methods of enforcement. 

Attending last night's round­
table were Mayor Samuel T. 
Whee I er . Columbia County 
Probation Officer Frank Ap­
p I et o n . Columbia County 
District Attorney Roger Miner. 
Hudson Police Commissioner 
David Hendler. Hudson Police 
Chief William F. Egan. Sheffer 
and members of the Youth 
Committee of the Common 
Council. , 

The curfew proposal. m its 
initial form presented to the 
Common Council by Mayor 
Wheeler. calls for youngsters. 
up to and including 17 years 
of age. to be off city streets 
by midnight and enforcement 
meaaures place responsibility 
on parents and-0r guardians as 
wdl as the youthful violators . 

plea~ed guilty to driving while 
mtox1cated. It was the second 
time it has happened and the 
statute provides that a second 
conviction of this nature is a 
felony . 

Rosenberg stated 
tunatelv . Munson ha, 
mvolv~ in an accid 
had been injured. an 
da~age to property resu 
while the man was driving 
the-time-i11 question . 

Dist. Atty. noger Miner was 
n o t demanding that the 
defendant go to prison : in fact. 
made no protest against 
leniencv 

After listening to the · ai­
tomeys. Judge Christiana said 
he was not gomg to incarcerate 
the defendant He said he 
respected the man ·s faithful 
earrying out of his obligation 
to the large number of 
dependents some of them 
handicapped. The court said he 
was not going to direct that the 
Gerynantown man ·must com­
rl .. tely abstain from imbibing 
in legal beverages but warned 
him that excess had gotten him 
n! ) trouble and cautioned he 

I better watch himself. 
Ju~ge Christiana said 1f . he 

1mll_risoned the man. . hi 
~ts would be he 

\ ll timS aikf might he l'('ed on 
rehef. 

The court placed the Ger­
n:iantown . man on probation and 
lurther directed that his driving 
lwense was revoked !Pr two 



assurance to Chairman Albert 
S. Callan Jr .. of Chatham. that 
a . Colwnbia County Republican 

· will be one of the nominees at 
next month's convention. 

The Hudson meeting will be 
held at the So. 4th St. law office 
of Judge George C. Inman. who 
is chairman of the Columbia 
CoWlty delegation to the 

even~oWlty 
istrict will 

in early 
·nate three 
the State 

1 District is 
Counties · of 

Albany, 
Schoharie 

At the meeting to be held at 
Hudson next week, a full 
discussion is scheduled ·on~what 
action the Colwnbia delegates 
will take on the three 
nominations to be made. 
Among · names prominently 
heard are County Jud~ William 
F. Christiana. Surrogate Judge 
R. Waldron Herzberg. both of 
Colwnbia. County Judge George 
Cobb, of Greene County, CoWlty 
Judge John Casey of Ren-
sselaer. The names of a 

Judicial Convention. 
Delegates to the GOP Co 

vention are Judge Inman. n 
J . Curran of Kinderhook. Harold 
V. A. Drumm of Chatham and 
Ralph 0 . Hoffmaan of Chatham. 

A l t e r n a t e d~gates are 
Thomas P. Kennedy. Green­
port : Roger l'r1iuer. Hudson: 
Warren Zittel! . Hillsdale : and 
Robert F. Meyers of Hudson. 

CoWltV Chairman Callan has 
been invited to attend Tuesday's 
meeting with the delegates Md 
alternates. number of other lawyers from 

Albany and Ulster have also In view of the fact t~ a 
large number of n?mes w 1 be been mentioned. 

HUDSON-Representatives 
of the prosecutor's office, 
Massachusetts State Police and 
Pittsfield police yesterday wert? 
in :.Hudson for a conference 
with Colwnbi CoWlty District 
Attorney Ro~er Miner .in 
connection with the case of 
Richard Ogle. Pittsfield. sought 
by Massachusetts to answer 
lll'U'der and attempted murder 
charges. 

(',onferring with Mr. Miner 
were William Flynn, assistant 
district attorney of Berkshire 
Co u n t y . Leo M.. Brown. 
Massachusetts State Police 
assigned to thhe district at­
torney's office. Capt. Raymond 
C a k l e v of the Pittsfield 
department. and New York 
State Police investigator Rudy 
Leggieri. 
of the Claverack barracks. 

However. Dist. Atty . Miner. 
under New York State law. 
c a n n o t start extradition 

proceedings against Ogle unfil 
an order has. been received 
from Governor Nelson 
Rockefeller. The order from the 
Governor must be personally 
signed by the stae's chief 
executive. 

It is likely the extradition 
proceeding wil take place before 
County Judge William F. 
Christiana. Funda[nentally, 
Judge Chrisitana will &e called 
upon · .o rule on the legality of 
the man's ~rest and detention. 

If Judge Christiana rules he 
was taken into custody at New 
Lebanon in accordance with the 
provisions of state law, 
warrants would be speedily 
expedited for the prisoner's 
return to Massachusetts, where 
he is charged with the stabbing­
death of his father and '.:, at­
tempted murder of the defen­
dant's brother. 

Ogle was identified before 
Justice of the Peacw Sheman 
Grener of Stockport as th man 
sought to answer the charges 
and inner remand the man into 
the custody of Sheriff Dewey 
A. Lawrence. 
~t. Public Defender RUSSell 

Ba 11 er Jr. of Niverville 
represented the prisoner at the 
arraignment. 

Ogle could save a lot of work 
and red tape by waiving ex­
traditon, But he is saying 
nothing but "no."" 

w11..1er chsr 
necessary to 
meetings ore 
are e by the 
C delegation. 

ere have been P' 
reports that Albany ( 
Chairman Joseph Frangeh 
insist that the bi-pa 
arrangement which has be'" i1 
existence for many years, be 
discar:ded. During those years . 
opposmg party leaders l ave 
contended the Supreme Court 
judgeships should be remove 
froiv the realm of politics an .. 
that nominees should be en­
dorsed. 

The Democratic delegates and 
alternQt.e delegates have not 
sc~uled a meeting and it may 
be that delegates and party 
1eaders are waiting to see wh 
the Republicans are going 
do . 

Among many names heard a 
possible Democratic nomin 
are those of former Count. 

William E. J . O'Conno 
Judge Harol 



The office of Asst. Dist. Att)'. 
William R. Flynn of Berkshire 
County today told the Register­
Star th3t Flynn is in the proc~ 
of moving toward steps seeking 
to extradite the prisoner. 

Flynn will ask Massachusetts 
Governor John Volpe to urge 
New York State Governor 
Nelson Rockefeller that court 
action be undertaken to order 
Ogle ' s ·removal to 
Massachusetts . 

Both Rockefeller and Volpe, 
who were vigorous workers at 
the Republican National Con­
~vention , are on vacation. 

If Rockefeller orders that 
extradition proceedings b e 
started (and it can be assumed 
he will ), the order will likely 
go to Columbia County Judge 
William F. Christiana. The 
order to the court must be 
personally signed by 
Rockefeller. . 

The office of Asst. Dist. Atty. 
Flynn was asked when. the 
matter is likely to be reviewed 

Gov. Vol . The answer was 

it will depend upon the number 
of other important matters 
confronting the governor ... It 
was explained the e~raditi?n 
request will have to take its 
tum" before Volpe. 

Ogle, whose legal interests 
have been protected by Asst. 
Public Defender Russell Baller, 
Jr of Valatie, likely will be 
represented at !-he anticij:)att:d 
extradition h~anng by Public 
Defender Andrew Campilo of 
Pittsfield ' . 

The situation at present 1s 
that Ogle can be held at the 
jail in Hudson until Au~t 29 
under commitment of Justice of 
the Peace Sherman Grener of 
Stockport. The def~dant was 
arraigned before Justice Gr~er 
on a charge of being a fugitive 
from justice. 

The court ruled that Ogle was 
the man named in the murder 
warrant issued by the Pittsfield 
police and ordered the defen­
dant to be taken to the 
Columbia County jail and held 
for a period not to exceed 30 
days. However,_ if the ex­
tradition proceeding has not 
been expedited within the 30-day 
period, Justice Grener has the 
legal power to · order the 
defendant held for an additional 
60 days . 

It is likely that at the ex-
tradition proceeding before 
Judge Christiana, that 
A t t y . Roger Miner 
remesent the prosecution. 

e 
With Slaying·: . . . 

Of Husban<tc,\)· 
A Columbia County woman 

has been charged IW'ith murder 
in •h.e fatal ,hooting of her. hus­
lb;:md at their Copake Lake hame 
Sat day night. 

~late Police at Claveraclt said 
KF'lnefu Coons, 57; . was 6hot it' 
the arm and chest \\ith a .22-cal· 
iher revoh·er during an argu. 
ment with hts wife, Leonore 
Elma, 26. 

M'l's. Coons was committed to 
Columbia County Jail, Hudson, 
ipending preliminary hearing 

. 6. . 
In anothtir area shooting, a 

Gloversville man was injured 
aibout 2 a.im. Sunday in PU 
field. 

William Readdean, 45, of 8 
Chestnut Street, Gloversville, 
was shot in one little finger, ac­
cording to Pittsfield Police, who 
arrested Kenneth E. !Perstp ()f 
183 Lacona Street, that city, on 
a charge of assault and bat­
tery. 

Police· said the shooting cli­
maxed a disturbance at 194 Ono­
ta Street, where a group of 
"four or five" persons had gat.h­
er1><l Thev said Reatldean iwas 
taken if.o Pittsfield General Hos. 
pi ta! by another member of the 
group. 

Pers1p linl! be arrai ·!Jlg · centra ~ ... ,=---.,_,...,.,._ 

Jail since Saturday night on a 
charge of murdering her 
husband. Kenneth Coons. 57. at 
their Copake Lake cottage. 

dant's attor:ney. Mr. Stalke 

Leonore Coons 

HUDSON-Atty. Mi c h a e I 
LeSawyer of Hudson ·has been 
reta~ed to represent Leonore 
Emma Coons of Copake Lake. 
held at the Columbia Countv 

Mr. LeSawyer said that he 
likely will make ·application for 
bail at an earlv date. 

If the appli'cation for bail is 
made. it is expectect to be made 
before County Judge William F 
Christiana or Surrogate Judge 
R. Waldron Herzberg. 

Coroner Donald Tkacy ruled 
that Mr. Coons' death was 
caused by gunshot wound to the 
chest. 

It is alleged the shooting 
occurred during a family 
argument. 

It was learned last night that 
t he 26-year-old defendant's 
father was injured during the 
alleged argument. It is claimed 
that during the trouble that 
Walter Stalker. 55, of Hillsdale. 
was hit with a solid pipe. 
allegedl~· wielded by the son-in­
law. according to the def en-

was treated for an injury 
hi s left shoulder an 
discharged. 

Private funeral services 
be held Wednesday for Mr. 
Coons. a war veteran, Services 
will be held at the Peck aild 
Peck Funeral Home. Interment 
will be in the West Copake 
Cemetery. 

The quarrel and the shooting 
occurred outside the Copake 
Lake cottage and the victim 
managed to stagger back in­
doors before he collapsed, ac­
cording to BCI. 

Mrs. Coons called police but 
her husband was dead when 
they arrived. The gun, owned 
bv the accused. was found at 
the scene. Mrs. Coons residEl(f 
in Hillsdale and had gone to 
Copake Lake to pick up a 5-
year-old daughter who • was at 
the cottage when the shooting 
occurred, police said. 



;Jake L~-~::_Brow'1ing Cras 
. nder Investigation By County 
UDSON-Detaiis surrounding- William E. J, Connor of HudsOn . 

' August 17 drowning in is r t· CI at Columbia Memorial Hospital. pounded by authoriti 1
oake Lake of John Unson 55 epresen mg ifford J Coroner Tkacy said the cause ·R 

CI , Wallshein, 16, a summe~ f d iding in that 
averack, . fo~erly oi resident at Copake Lake. o eath was drowning as a passengec at the ti 

udson are bem~mvest1· gated A bo result oHhe lake collision . acci·dent was Robert ,. · ' power at operated by the 
7 Dist. Atty. ger Miner Y~th and a row boat from Unson was fishing with a son- a summer resident at ~~er Donald Tkacy and which Mr. Unson was fishing in -1 a w • Leon Cottt· of Wallsh~im was ~ 
. riff Dewey A. Lawren- were in collision near what is . C 1 a v e r a c k . They (ished court house Frida:1-

..:e. . Questioned \oday by a known as Mosquito Island. togeVierseveral times a week. with former Qi.st. A't; ter-S~r reporter, Dist. The body . Also in the fishing party_, but · Connor, a Jaw part. 
tty.. Min. er said, "We're · was recovered early .m another boat, were St.ephen father. kin Fnday morning. Moln ~ mto it. There is still "'~t mortem, ordered by ar Jr. of · Greenport and Funeral service! 

some investigating to do". .....,.uner Tkacy, was madeby Jerry Counts of Hudson. . Unson were held Sat· 
It was learned that Judee Dr. Joseph Bellamy, patholomst Cotte leaped from their boat iemoon at 2:30 at t 

.... when the collision occurred. He &. Anderson Funeral 
had a glimpse of Mr. Unson Rev. James Kilpatrick 
apparenly trying to leave the of the Stockport I\ 
boat. That was the last he saw Oiurch. officiated. 

Lawrence and 
;ounty Sheriff's 
·on Oiief Ted 

ected operafaons. 
.cers at the scene 
Jties Paul Proper. 
10wy and Herbert 

~. State Police 7.one 
F. Keefe, Investigator 

renzel and Troopers J. 
ger Marvin, R. P . , 
A. Sickinger. 
he intensive search 

.. piing operations were 
ke Rescue Squd, the 

·rt Rescue Squad and 
mont Rescue Squad. 

was fishing from a 
with his son-in-law. 
of Claverack, when 
was rammed about 

,. a speedboat operated 
J. Wallsheim, 16, son 

l"ld Mrs. JoseJjl 
11 1 of Syosett, NS .. 

r 'id nts at the lake. 
t oo~ ..1 lso was Robert 

1. 15, a :.wnmer resident. 
nson and his s00-in 

of him. Mr. Cotte was hauled Bearers were Earl 
from the water by Molnar and ,Stephen Molnar Jr., 
Cotte. Counts. Oiristopher Gro! 

The power boat was im- Scirico and Anthon · Qi 

, pract " Walter 
at the lake scuba divers 

es a week, were ac- associat&I with the Co~ke 
compjlllied last night by.Stephen Res ,.cue Squad and State Police 
Molnar. Jr., of Greenport and diW?rs from Hawthorne went 
Jlrry €oudts of Human. 'the into the water repeatedly 
latter two were trailing. Mr. seeking the body. 
Unson and Mr. Cot~ in .. a Hundreds of area residents 
separate rented boat. and picnickers flocked to the 

Out of the darkness , officials scene Sunday and Constable 
said that camper:; stated they William Jensen and other of. 
heard a crash and yelling. ficers had a busy time directing 

Authorities said the row boats vehicular traffic away from the 
were displaying flashing. red center of shore operations. 
blinkers. Oiief Oiidester was lavish in 

When the sudden collison was praise of Murray, C<;mnsins , for 
about to occur. Cotte heard a loaning all boats and other 
noise and apparently realized a equipment in the long search. 
crash was imminent. Chidester, who went: on duty at 

The son-in-law yelled "Jump" 12 noon on Saturday, was still 
as he saw the speed board on duty at 10 o'clock last night. 
bearing down on them. In the · Divers decided .:at ap­
flash before he went over the proximately 4 p.m. yesterday to 
side, Cotte glanced at Mr. cease their operations. It was 
Unson and it appeared to him said the water was so muddy 
the older man was crouched in that little could be ac­
a seat and seemed to be en- complished. Chidester . a n d 
deavoring to leave the boat. many grapplers worked from 11 

When Cotte came to the Saturday night until about 4 
surface almost immediately, the ammm Sunday and laid off for 
power boat was still in t!Je air a b o u t two hours beofre 
and then plopped onto the resuming their efforts . 
water. Practically all efforts were 

Molnar and Counts quickly halted about midnight Sunday 
, reached Cotte and hauled him niSit and resumed early today. 
in to" their boat. The three Sheriff Lawrence and Chief 
immediately started a search Chidester contacted District 
for Mr. Unson, wbo was Attorney Roger Miner and 
regarded as a 10 excellent adivsed him of developments in 
swimmer, but saw no trace of their investigation. 
hin!_ The victim had 

St, ..1 
Co., of·..,, __ .,. 
John Unson, 1s ' 
at t. Hu~ post 1.; 

Mr .. Unson resi 
son-in-law and da 
Claverack. 
. Th.ere were reports 

shoe which• had been 
Mr. Unson wash , 
yesterday 1aftemoon 
-filieces of a bro~en 
in near the · cottag< 
Mr. and Mrs. · R. Bu 
6f Hudson. · 



without bail. The cottage is located on 
sa.nt Road, about 500 yards off Lake 
Drive at the popular Columbia County 
area. (Register-Star Photo by Gibson) 

~a-n Killed -In 
Faln ily ~uarrel 

COPAKE-A family argument 
erupted into violence Saturday 
night resulting in the death of 
57-year old Kenneth Coons of 
Copake Lake and the arrest of 
)lis wife on a charge of murder. 

Held without bail in Columbia 
County Jail is Leonore Emma 
Coons, 26 · who resides in 
Hillsdale. She was arraigned 
before Claverack Justice Erwin 
Schneider early Sunday mor­
nip~ orl the murder charge and 
a preliminary hearing was set 
for Sept. 6. 

According to authorities, an 
argument took place in the yard 
of the Copake Lake cottage on 
Pheasnat Road, during which 
Mrs. Coons wielding a .22 cal. 
pistol allegedly shot her 
husband twice. striking him in 
the chest and the arm 

He was pronounced dead at 
tbe scene bv Dr. R. L 
Hm!lel'biill and Col 

Coroner Donald Tkacy ordered 
the body be taken to Peck and 
Peck Funeral Home, Copake. 
where Dr. Joseph Bellamy 
periormed the autopsy. 

Columbia County District 
Attorney Roger Miner was at 
the scene and conferred with 

.-Coroner Tkacy and BCI Lt. K. 
D. O'Dell , in charge at the 
scene. 

Also working on the in­
vestigation was Senior In­
vestigator Fred Potts and In­
vestigator Robert Brenzel of the 
00 at Claverack, l.<me Com­
mander Lt. W. F . Keefe. l.<me 
Sgt . D. J . Aquilio, Sgt. P . 
McHugh and Trooper B. J . 
Conway of the Claverack out­
post and Sheriff Deputy ln­
v es! i gator Paul Proper. 

The victim had resided at 
Copake Lake for the past 26 
years. A native . n · 
he w~ a son. .of the late · 

J. Coonsand Louella Mossman . He 
was presently employed at the 
Catamount Ski Area but had 
worked as a private contractor. 
He was a World War II veteran 

and a member of the Copake 
Fire Company. · 

He is survived by four 
children. Kenda and Lynn of 
Copake Lake and Victoria and 
Kenneth of Martindale : and a 
sister. May Zittel! of West 
Copake. 

Private funeral services will 
be held Wednesday. August 28, 
at the Peck and Peck Funeral 
Home with Rev. Frederick 
Musson of the West Copake 
Reformed Church officiating. 
Interment will be in West 
Copake Cemetery. 

Friends mav call 
fweral home between 



STOTTVILLE-Richard H . 
Ogle. 26. wanted in Pittsfiled. 
Mass. on a warrant which 
charges him with murder. was 
brought to Stottville last night 
to again face Justice Sherman 
Grener for r~mmitment to 
the Columbia CoW1ty jail. 

It was a legal techicality in 
con n e c-t i o n with impending 
extradition proceedings . 

The prisoner was before 
Judge Grener on July 28 
charged with being a fugitive 
from justice. Ogle remained 
mute. After identification of the 
suspect had been established by 
District Attorney Roger Miner. 
Justice Grener committed the 
m.:m to the coW1ty jail at 
H~ for a period not to 
exc~ 3 days. 

Formal' extraidtion 
proceedin~ have not been 
undertaken bv Massachusetts. 

Ogle was before the court last 
night handcuffed to Deputy 
Sheriff Armando Martin He 
had been taken tu Stottville 
fr JlTl the jail by Deputy Dow 
B Hover and Martin . Sheriff 
Dewey A. Lawrence was in the 
courtroom. 

Dist. Atty. Miner repreesnted 
the People last night and Public 
Defender Adolph Matties ap­
peared for Ogle. 

Miner moved that the man 
be ~nunitted. This was a 
lej!.31 requirement as the 
previous 3CMay maximum term 
was expiring, 

Justice Grener ordered that 
the defendant be returned to the 
cowity jail for a term not to 

exceed 60 days . Extraditon 
procP.edings mu5t be in force 
bv that time or COW1sel will 
demand the man ·s release. 

A warrant charges Ogle with 
killing Of his father and at­
tempting to kill a yoW1ger 
brother. 

The man has refused to waive 
extradition . a 

Massachusetts authorities told 
this newspaper several days 
agot that e x t r a d i t i o n 
p r o c e e d i n gs were being 
developed thre and a request 
will be made by Governor Volpe 
of Governor Rockefeller that 
Ogle be returned to the 
jurisdiction of Massachusetts . 

When the New York Governor 
receives the request. it is likely 
he will refer the proceeding to 
Columbia County Judge William 
F . Christiana If Ogle still 
refuses to waive at that point. 
tE:StitMny wU be prei;ented and 
J udge ristiana will rule 

llichard Ogle 

whether New York will 
surrend~r ~e alleged fugitive. 

Ogle is m the jurisdiction of 
Columbia County as he was 
tak~n into custody· by State 
Pohce Jl New Lebanon during 
the man ·s alleged flighl 
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E --C lifford J . 
. 16. of Syosett. a 
resident at Copake 

s been charged with 
negligence homicide. 

-ction with the August 
ing of John Unson. 55. 

1.:ick . in Copake Lake. -
.d m was arrested on a 

ohta ined bv Columbia 
tlistrict · Attorney Hoger 

who together with 
wev A. Lawrence and 
0o·nald Tkacv con­

t investigation .· 
:~endant appeared today 
'opake Justice "Clifford 
obell of Craryville. with 
1sel. .Judge William E. 

r and former District 
John Li . Connor. 

c t Attorney Miner 
'ed the people. Ap-

pearmg with him was Sheriff 
Lawrence and Deputy Sheriff 
Ted Chidester. 

A plea of not guilty was en­
tered and Judge Connor 
requested that a hearing date 
be set. Judire C11mpbell fixed 
the hearing. for Thursday. Sept. 
26 at 2 p m. 

Young Wallsheim voluntarily 
appeared toda~· accompanied ·by 
his father . Judge Campbell 
ifxed bail at $3.000. The bail 
was posted by the youth ·s 
father. 

Coroner Tkacey gave the 
cause of Mr 1,/nson ·s death as 
drownin as a result of a 

collision involving boats at the 
lake. 

Mr. l lnson was fishing with 
a son-in-law. Leon Cotte of 
Claverack. They were in a row 
boat and a collision occurred 
b e t w e e n a power boat 
alledgedly operated by the 
detendant. and the row bo 

rs. Coons' Bail e At ,_~ 
5,000 By JUd.ge Herzberg 

- 'ill. F Ch · ti · rn The women was arrested 
HUDSON-Surrogate Judge R V. 1a.m · ns Ina 

15 tiii rtl after the shooting death 
Waldron Herzberg, presiding as vacation and retums is :uJ°ed last Saturday night. 

f~!:gbai~'r~.~u1;~·Leo~~ w~~rrrct Attome.v Roger Mine.r She ~al~ed ~I.ice:"~ told them 
Emma Coons 26. of Co~e u_rged the cOuit to . the bail heft ~a:r' rev.a~et\hat efforts. 
Lake, caharged with murdenPI figure at ~·~· A!~ ·e~~~ were being ~ade today to wst 
her husban~. Kenneth c;ooos. S1'1 .pro~~ed dlll as the bail tor the wom(\n·s rel.~se 

The motmo that bail be ~ am'fue · OOlll't foijowing the fonn the Colum~ia Coooty 1a1l. 

::g ~~dAt~fo'C~Ra= . :z~r.ent s. announced the ,~t!;a~~n~f::! rust~c~dofSele 
of Hudson. County Jud~e .-. 1~· ce Erwin Schneider of the 

own of Clavl'rack. 
The. gun. allegedly used by 

the defendant and reportdly 
0\1.1\ed by her. was found at the 
scene or' the shooting 

Investigators said the shooting 
took place outside a Copake 
' Lake Cottage durir g an 
alleged [amil~· argument Mrs. 
Coons resided in Hillsdale . and 
bi.id gone to Cop:i Lake to 
pi<'k up a 5-year-0~d dau~t 



HUOSO:"i-\lrs L e<• 1. o re 
Cnons. 26. of < 'opak(1 Luk(• held 
on a charge of murder. guined · 
her release on S5 .000 hail at 
fi ?JO l:.ist nieht 

Awaiting her when she " ·alked 
out of the Columbia County )ail 
ufter a suret:-: bond was posted 
were the defendant's motJicf 
and sister. 

Bail was set vesterda\· 
~ming b~· Surrogate '.Juoge R 
\\aldron Herzberg. sitting ru 
a~·ting Count:i• Judgt· as Judge. 
\\ 1lham F . Christiana was awa,· 
on a short vacation. Judge 
Christiana returns here late 
today or tomorrow. 

Atty . Carmi Rapport ot 
udson made the appli<'ataon 

or bail beforC' Judge Herzberg 
nd District Attorney Roger 
\mer appeared for th~ People 

Shs'if_I . De\\·y A wwren<·e 
· 1d a 1a1l matron udvised barn 
. woman was quiet during he 
1me she was mcaracerated ~ nd 
ad no special rec1uests The 

detendant was arrested '1.1:1 
Saturda,· and charged \\1th 
shooting her husband. Kemwt lt 
CoollS' :i7. at a Copake Lakt 
cottage She. called polict> and 
repnrted her1 husband was de<.11 
It 1s alleged the shooting <t< 
<' • ~>t, during an argument . 

plea of innocent was rn 
tcre'd befon· .Just i<'e Erwr 
Schneider. Tnwn ot ClaH'rack 
and a hearing will be held b\ 

· on Set ti 

. ar· 
~. , . ; cramdale 

•\' s tentativelv set 
.. wber 14 by County °Judge 

. . 1am F. Christiana. 
Phillips is under indictment 

for alleged second degree 
manslau~te~ in the shooting 
death of his father at their 
home in the Town of Ancram. 

The youth appeared yesterday 
before Judge Christiana in 
County Court with the defen­
dant's counsel. Robert Trotta of 
Millerton . 

Atty . Trotta made a motio.o 
for the right to inspect the 
~~utes of the grand jury which 
mdicted the ycp.h. In motions 
ot this nature. the court reads 
the minutes before granting or 
denying the motion. Atty . 
Trotta also moved that in the 
event the rourt finds there was 
insufficient evidence as a 

tter of law to sustain a 
nsl indi that 

.tie •'• 
Disu. l\~tornev Rogt '1iner 

made .o object10n. o that 
portion ~f ~he motion dealing 
w1~ rev1ewmg the grand jury 
mmutes and urged that a trial 

te be fixed. 
In reserving decisien on Mr. 

Tr? t .t ~ · s motion. Judge 
Chnstaana stated that if he finds 
the indictment is a valid one 
that trial of the indictment will 
open on October 14. 

The court continued the 
defendant on bail. 

Questioning of witnesses at a 
prel~minary hearing held before 
Justice of the Peace Roy Boice. 
Jr.. of Ancram indicates that 
the def~se is that the shooting 
was accidental or was in self 
defense. 

There was evidence that the 
father assaulted the defendant's 
mother. dragged her from one 
room to another by the hair 
threatened other members of 

Of May Gran 
HUO.WN--Obviously because . 

u l· 
Jighteo . e1e tr.iw • • 
ooy. hitting him' in :. -;ho 

After the shooting. tl)e yo .i.. 

made no attempt to flee and 
awaited arrival of State Police 
who had been advised by 
telephone of the tragedy. 

Atty. John G. Connor. 
represent i·n g Frederick 
Delavalle of Hudson on · a 
burglary charge. moved for a 
further bill of particulars. 
There was no objection and the 
motion was granted . The case 
was adjourned to October 7 the 
opening day of County Court 
next month. 

Dist. Atty. Miner moved that 
A 1 b e rt Mercuri. Hu~n. 
charged with sexual abuse of 
a child. be given a psychiatric 
examination. Public Defender 
Adolph Matties . who represents 
the defendant. was engaged in 
a matter in another court. 
Defense counsel will be advised 
of Mr. Miner's motion and will 
~r before Judge Christiana 

consent to the examination 
qr to move against granting the 
tequest of the prosecutor. 
- Robert Mabry . Hudson. 
c h a r g e d with endangering 
welfare of a child. was not in 
court when his case was called. 

He · was represented by Asst. 
Public Defender Russell Baller. 
Jr.. of Valatie. It was con­
cluded the defendant was 
probably confused about the 
date he was to appear. Dist. 
Atty . Miner told the court he 
was not moving that bail be 
revoked until the defendant was 
reached and told to appear to 
answer the charge. The case 
was adjourned to October 7. 

of ~ . heavy volume of work alleged ho~cide cases. 
awaiting ~ermination, State Mrs. Addi.e Louisa West. 49 . summer 
S.,preme Court Justice Roscoe of H':1dson. lS charged with the Lake. 
Ellsworth of Kingston today s~bbmg death of Jeff Davis . ~e Claverack man was 
ligrled an order calling the Wilkerson . 58, her alleged f1shmg at the lake when his row 

· ~umbia Co~ty May grand Scommon-law husband. at their boat, was in collision with a 
back into session on o . Front St. residence power boat allegedly operated 

. ember 16 a~ 10 o'cl~k. Following her arrest. she a~ by the defendant. · 
. e ~and Jury. sitting in peared .before City Judge . A ll defendants have pleaded 

Cl01!JWlCt1on with the May term !J~rold Liet;>erman with a head innocent. Mrs . West is in­
Of &lrpeme Court, completed its m1ur:y. said to have been caracerated in the Columbi 

·work on the 27th of that month. hsustamed when Wilkerson hit County jail and the other twr 
Wlien the inquiring body er. are at liberty on bail 

~nded up its r~port to the I. t can be assumed DIS. t. Att" 
gston jurist.he recessed M • 

, . subject to call oJ the mer moved that . Judge 
prosecutor d EllsW?rth mov_ e the grand 1·urv 

an court order. It back mto session a..~ause of th'e 
mean~ that the grand jurv be f ~ ~1cally rema.im.>d together num r o cases pending. 

...W .the opening day of the ~lso . A waiting grand jurv 
tbllowmg Supreme Court term action is Mrs Leonore Coons 
f.. the county. which term will 

26
: of <;A>pake Lake. charged 

~ convenced on November 4 with killing her husband 
The law demands that · a Kenneth Coons, 57. at a Copak~ 

def dant · ~ke cottaee. She is char ed 
en . lS entitled to have his With murder in the shootina. g 

=~ibf;,VJewed as speedily as Also . to be taken up bY the 
Since ~ grand jury was gran.d Jury called back on Sept 

declared _m recess. a number 16 is the drowning of Joh~ 

'It ha been f 
llnson. 55, of Claverack 

cases ve re erred by c h · 
e co1:1rts to the grand jury . a r g e d with criminal 

for review. Three of these are ~egligence. homicide is Clifford 
. Wallshe1m. 16. of Svosett. a 



es . r , • ~. u 
. throug.iout the 
u~fi<.: i c1 l capacity. 

<ed the b<;>ard of 
for a $750 transfer 

' ransfer. from the con­
~ fund to "other ex­

;es. · was approved bv the 
d. . 

' he district attorney . in a 
er . outlined the reasons for 

••· ' request. 
'Since January of this year. 

•• has been the policy of this 
office tn appear in all Town 

ustice Courts and Police 
tice Courts in the countv 
enever a defendant appears 
th counsel or whenever a 
uest has made Mr 

"~ 
ti 

cow1ty police ·org. 1zation . 
Miner said . "These ap­
pearances have been made in 
connection with all grades of 
o f fen s es . and whenever 
requested ... 

"This... he added. "has 
necessitated a great deal of 
travel throughout the county bv 
the District Attorney and th·e 
Assistant District Attornev and 
for that reason the travei ac­
count has. become depleted at 
this time ... 

"In addition to the foregoing ... 
he explained. " it has been 
~ecessary ~or this office to pay 
tor ~he minutes of preliminary 
hearmgs a~ r~ir~ t;iy law: · 

The ~ have multiphed 

I 
sv, tern h _.warent 
defendants of tht.... man" flf 
in criminal proceedings . 

"It is most difficult ." Miner 
said. " to project an accurate 
f i g u r e. for this expense 
inasmuch as it depends upon 
the volume of felonv a rrests. 

.. An additional · unforeseen 
expense to this office... the 
district attorney noted. "has 
been expert testimony required 
ot medical doctors and others 
who advise and court !IP' 
pearance is essential on behajf 
of the prosecution:· He added 
that this. too, is difficult to 
project accurately because 
figures are dependant . on the 
necessities of ~icular Cl'st'S . 

Conte Fore~~~ qf GranCI · ury 
Recalled By Large Work Load 

jury who were called to serve Kinde~oook RD 1 ; HU~N-Ferdinand J. Conte 
of 40 J ames Street . Hudson is 
foreman and Mrs. Clara J . 
Koweek is assistant foreman of 
the Columbia County grand jury 
which has been called back into 
session on Monda\ oy State 
Supreme Court Ju8tice · Roscoe 
Elsworth of Kir.gston . 

The request that the inquiring 
bodv bv summoned was made 
bv · District Attomev Roeer 
Miner because of 
several important 
c a s e s that have been 
r e f e r re d to the Grand 
Jl'RY . 

Other memhers of the grand 

at the May tenn but remained Jacko~tz, . 162 Green Street, 
· b 'ect to order of Hudson . Jane R. Lemon . 5 
m recess su _ l Oakwood Boulevard, Human; 
the court. are . Sarah E . Miller, Ancram RD: 

Harry Jay Burely. Box 92. Harold W. Moore Jr., 5Cll State 
Chatham: Marie Calandrino. St~: Aura Mosall, Box 81 , 

C ·11 RD c ·1 J Coo Valatie : Thomas J . Russell 533 raryvt ~- : ec• . M: State Street. Hudson: Ma:rta 
556 Umon Str~t . Hudson. Solomon 28 Fairview Avenue. 
Laura H. Curcio. 32 Maple Hudson :· Thomas H. Smith Sr .. 
Avenue. H~: Edward T. Box 141, Valatie. Mary K. 
Donahue. SJOre Road_. Chatham. Stanton Box 34A Star Route 

Also. Harry F . Emler. Jr .. 51 Hudson: Martha ;J .. Wheeler 
Green Street. Hudson : Edna S. El ' -1·1 Rdl ' 
Ferris · 75 Joslen Boulevard izavi e. · • . . · Cases will be presented to the 
Hudlon: Donald C. F1tzpatnck. d . by Dist Atty Miner 
Sp!ncertown. Earl I. Groat. ~ J:Y Dist A ·tty 6iartes 
Stuyvesant Falls. Ira E . Hinkel. · · · 



Hudson, N .Y., Register-Sro 
Wednesday, September 18, 1968 . . . ' 
Judge To . 
Re~convene 

Grand Jury 
HUDSON-State Su pre me 

Court Justice Roscoe Elsworth 
of Kingston returiled to Hudson 

Monday to re-eonvene the 
May grand jury which he ~d 
ordered called back into 
session. 

The Kingston jurist brought 
the inquiring body back into 
session on application of 
District Attomey Roger Miner 
because of the large number of 
cases awaiting review. 

The next grand jury is not 
convened until the November 
term of Supreme Court opens 
and Justice Elsworth pointed 
·out yesterday that all . defen­
dants are legally entitled to 
bave their cases copsidered at 
the earliest possible time. 

It was indicated that the 
grand jury may hand up its 
·report to Judge Elsworth on 
September 26. Witnesses seen 
entering the grand jury room 
yesterday aftemoon led to a 
belief the grand jurors had 
taken up a murder charge 
against Mrs. Addie Louisa West 
of Hudson, charged with 
murder. · 

It is alleged the 4.9-year-old 
woman killed her conunon-law 
us , Je1r naVJS Willerson, 

58, with a craving knife. 
Prior to her arraignment 

before City Judge Harold 
Lieberman, the woman was 
treated at Columbia Memorial 
Hospital for a head injury, 
reportedly inflicted by Hener­
derson. She appeared in court 
with a bandaged forehead. 

The alleged murder occurred 
at 'l1 South Front Street where 
they resided. It was said that 
before the alleged homicide that 
the two had been to a picnic 
or party in Catskill and that 
Henderson struck the woman a 
sever blow. She allegedly used 
the .carving knife on him 
directly after they retumed 
home. 

Amon& the cases to be heard 
by tbe arand iurv is a murder 

charge -against Leonore ~ 
of Hillsdale, charged with 
shooting her husbaJW ~ 
Lake. She was oodlii over for 
action of the grand jSJ after 
a hearing Friday Dj&bt before 
ClaverackJustice o the Peace 
Erwin Schneider. Grand jury 
proceedings are privileged and 
there are no annoWtCements 
when a particular case will be 
taken up. 



t' l>.SO:\ :\!rs Add it• Luu1sc 
.st . ·HI. tif lludson. vestenfav 
ir111t.'<I l'uunty Judg~ William 

l 'hnst1an:1 thm she was 
1thout funds to emp!uy a 

.awyer to .inswer a murder 
irtdil'tmt•nt 

Judge Christiana. after an 
mter\'al of dialugut;o With the 
dt'fcndant who was standing 
bt•fore him m l'ountv (\•urt 
thereupon indtl'a!ed he· believed 
her detcnse was a matter for 
Publ!(' Dcfonder Adolph Mat­
tie;, and the defender. who was 
Ill the l'OUrtroom, readilv 
agrt'Cd · 

The woman. charged wirh the 
l'arving knife munJer last Ju.Iv 
-t of her comrn..,/11-in-lm\;­
husband. Jeff Davis \\'ilkerson. 
58. pleaded mnocent to the 
indictment charging murder. 

Jn view of the taC't. Public: 
Defender !\lattics had just 
entered the ease and had nu 
upportunit.v to talk with the 
ddendant . the • ease was ad­
jOWl!ed to Oct 18. 

Poliee said after the arrest 
that the c:ouple had ~·n to a 
picnic: at Catskill on the holiday. 
It 1s daimed !he man assaulted 

the woman. l: m tht•ir return 

to Hudson, he was repurted)y 
s1tt1ug on the porch. She en­
ten'd tltcir liome oq So. 3rd St., 
<:ame out agarn, and \\hat,·ver 
ensued, he was on a sidewalk, 
fatally stabbt_.tl, 

Thomas ~lcEachron, indicted 
on a l'harge of burglary, had 
nu mu11t•y for his <.lclense and 
Public Defender t\btties will 
represent lum 

Still another 
to Mr. Mac, 
Defender was <­

against Paul Hie, 

The case of Anthony Gam­
bino. <:llarged with burglary, 
was referred to Public Detender 
1\.l1tties. 

In each case 
~rve as defens~ 
Defender Mal! ie 
bill of particula· 
C'hristiana direc't 
Roger Miner an1 
Atty. Charles Irur. 
them. Pleas of u 
made in each case Also given to Public Defender 

.\1 1:·,, .,, IS I" , , ' T('r~,..."C!e Scott R. Mclnty, 
wjth JIOSel!lsJori Of 
irugs, plead · ir 

was given a bill of 
"n mot10n of h a t 
Judge Harold Lieben 

\ 1ll\1•r <"11.iri:l'd v. nJ1 uur • .ti) 

Stanley Earle D 
pleaded innocent tr 
and grand larceny 3r 
on bail, he will obta1. 

'\lso 11li>ading in1 
' Id\ ISU.~ the court 
uave their own atto1. 
Roger Floutin, chr 
burglary: Richard L' 
charged with bur 
LeRoy J. Shook, cl1 
burglary_ 

Walter F. Ryan, ch 
grand ,larceny. ,, plt:.:1 
nocent. He is reprl'3C' 
Public Defendi>r l\fatti~ 

Rodney · LaRose. rep1 
by Atty! Joseph !' · 
pleaded innocent to thir ' 
burglary. ' 

George D i e t t e 
represented by Atty. 
Le.5awyer. pleaded inr.: 
a <:h<1rge of burglary 

tain of the Greenport Rescue Squad. ~ith him, 
left to right, are G. Wilson Shea, financial secre-
tary; Roger Miner, exalted ruler; and H. E. Van 
1-assel, secretary. Miner urges all Elks to con!ri· 
bute generously to this "valuable communety 

· ~_, vie ( Regi~ter-Sl'Or Photo b)\ Jerry Poneca) 



a S--r--11'-W'.:=· 
' Cases Adiourned Here 

HUDSON-Paul Hicks, of The man pleaded guilty and <u~ : 10 -~'?" 
Livingston, suddenly withdrew a was talking with the court when Priscilla Roberts, under in­
plea in County Court yesterday he said: "I didn't do anything dictment for second degree 
and told Judge William F. to her." When he indicated he manslaughter. 
Christiana. presiding, that he w~t~ to plead innocent, Judge Robert James Stickles. 
was innocent and wanted a ChrIStiana, in setting the case charged with third degree 
trial. dO\m for disposition on Dec. 2, burglary, 

Tl;Je • court adjourned the- told Hicks : "I don 't want Jack Billy Sams, indicted for 
· man's· assault indictment to anyone who says he is innocent second degree burglary. 

Dec. 2 and the defendant will pleading guilty. You are en- Stanley Earl DeGroff Jr., 
be rep~ented by the Public · titled to a trial if you say you charged with third degree 
Defender's office. are innocent and I Will adjourn burglary. 

Hicks is charged with an your case to Dec. 2." Robert Mabry, charged with 
assault on Cornelia Jacobs. 51, The cases of several defen- endangering welfare of a child. 
also of Livingston. dants were adjourned for a Richard Darrel, charged with Th~ defendant's ease was , determination whether the ' · • s ond degree burglary. 

M i disjlOSition rep~ . ward Frederick Gome, 
. ~ ~. Dei der A~ MaU.itl. •inQicted for SOdomy. 

The case of Roger Flootin, 
charged with third degree 
-bur L'lry, was adjourned to Dec. 
2. The defendant is represented 
by Atty. Philip G. &senbert. 

Walter Ryan, represented by 
Asst. Public Defender Rll'ISell 
Baller; Jr.. pleaded guilty to 
petty larceny and was placed 
on probation. 

Judge Christiana today was 
continuing to hear testimony in 
the case of Gary Lee Philijps. 
66, of AncramdaJe, on· a cJJaiae 
of · a 

~!JDSON-Dist. Atty. Roger 
Miner yesterday demanded that 

, $5,000 bail placed on Lenore 
Elnma Coons of Hillsdale, be 

: increased. 

Mrs. Coons, who is 
represented by Atty. Carmi 
Rapport, yesterday pleaded 
innocent when arraigned before 
County Judge William F. 
Christiana. 

seriousness ot 
Rapport con~. 
sufficient, t.tu 
her family 
residents of t11 
she would ap_ 
joumed date, Oc 

· An indictment charges her 
· with murder in the shooting 
death of her husband. 

A sealed indictment was 
returned last week by the ex­
tended May grand jury, which 
had been called back into 
session by Supreme Court 
Jt1itice Roscoe Elsworth 
Kin 

The day after her arrest. Mrs. 
Coons was released on $5,000 
bail, the. bail being set by 
Surrogate Judge R. Waldron 
Herzberg, sitting as acting 
county judge. 

Miner said in county court 
y c-rd.'.ly the amount of bail 
· - 1adt><•1· •t 

Judge Christi; 
the woman on '"lt 
decision on Mine 



J N'-County J d g e 
illiam . Christiana has ruled 
t he will not interlere wi 
decision by Surrogate Judge 

R. Waldron. Herzberg fixing bail 
in the case of Leonore Emma 
Coons of Hillsdale. . . 

Judge Herzberg, sitting as 
Acti County Judge whiie 

ud Christiana was on 
cation, fixed bail In the 

t of $5,000 for the woman, 
··'·'"'"r"""° with . fatally shooting 

usband. · 
At ·. e arraignment, Dist. 

billi ps 
Youthful 
Offen·der 

HUDSON-t..ctry Phillips, 16. of 
Ancramdale, is being tried 
before County Judge William F. 
Christiana, without a jury, as 
a youthful offender. 

He was indicted for alleged 
second degree manslaughter in 
the shooting death of his father 
in their Ancramdale home. 
Attv . Robert Trotta of 

Millerton represents the boy 
and Di t, tty. Roger . Miner 
represents he. People. Alty . 
Trott.:i nad moved before the 

"rt that the bov be treated 
1muer die youthful offender 

: section of the code and there 
was no objection on the part 
of the prosecutor. 

Testimony may be concluded 
today or tomorrow and it is 
possible that the court will 
seive decision until the 
testimony has been transcribed. 

There was testimony at a 
preliminary hearing that the 
father had assaulted the boy's 
mother and had dragged her 
by the hair around the house. 
It was also testified that the 

father had attempted to assault 
Gary 's younger brother. · Also, 
that the father had pulled a 
portable heater, which was 
working. from a wall and had 
thrown it at Gary, striking him 
in a shoulder. 

Questioning by counsel in­
dicated the defense was either 
self defense or accident.al 

· shooting. 

Atty. Roger Miner contended is to assure the 
the bail was insufficient and accused at the ~ 
moved that it be increased. On that point . it 
Atiy. Carmi Rapport, defense especially noted that Mn: 
counsel, argued it was sufficient has now been free 01 . 
and that the defendant would previously fixed for more 

. appear at a trial date. some two months. Shi 
Judge Christiana said in his appeared whenever direclt 

decision : do so. There is no evid 
• ' Def en d a n t has been that she has made any attem 

arraigned on an indictment to leave the jurisdiction of ' h., 
chargins her with muaier. court and there is nothing to 
Upon her -arrest she was taken indicate that she is about to 
before a Justice of the Peace, do so. She is a resident here. 
duly arraigned, and waived tp her child is here, her family 
the grand jUry. Thereafter, she has long been located here and 
made application to fix the it seems quite evident that she 
amoWlt of her bail before Hon. is firmly established as a 
R. Waldron Herzberg as Acting Colwnbia County resident. 
County Judge of Columbia "Absent some showing that 
County. Following arguments }here is a possibility of her 
of counsel, the court set bail disappearing, I am disinclined 
in the sum of $5,000. A surety to interfere with the discretion 
bond in that amount has been exercised by the Acting County 
posted. Judge. He heard and weighed 

··upon her arraignment on the the-same arguJ11ents as are now 
indi<'tment in this court, the presented to 

/ 
me and I have 

District Attorney moved to very confidence that his 
increase the amount of the d e c i s i o n , based on his 
de(endant's bail . The C\P- background of vast experience, 
pli6'ation of the District At-;;1:.was11wurdy ·r~ed and I· find 
torf!f.y is quite understandatiJe • ozp'esent reason to-Oistarb'4t:­
in 'View. of the seriousness of · "It tollows that defendant's 
the alleged crime, bail is continued in the amount 
" Much legal literature has of $5,000. The District Attorney 

rf:Cently been written on the is permitted to renew his 
subject of bail. I do not intend motion at any time based upon 
to add to it other than to note, a sufficient showing that there 
hopefully, that reform of the is a real probability that the 
entire controversial bail system defendant will fail to comply 
will ultimately be forthcotning with the terms of the bail ~ 

"'The pnmary purpose of bail now fixed." 

pro:.t\ i.. ion . 
If Phillips got.< to trial as a 

youthful offender, it tneans that 
Judge .Christiana win he " the 
case without a jury. 

·Testimony at a prelim.uwy 
hearing held before f 
Roy Boice Jr. of Ancram was 
that . on the night of the 
shooting, the father who had 
been drinking, assaulled Gary's 
mother , tJ:ireatened Gary's 
younger b!'t)ther, and had 
threatened and asaauJted 1be 

Thi.; t<.stimony c<..11 •e 
w i t n e s s e s called by t 
prosecution as no witn~ 
were called by lJelense coumel. 

There was t(>Stimooy that the 
father bad draged the woman 

1-~ · ro. ~ room to. 
another ; also that lafge chimps 
of hair were discovered in 
various parts of the house by 
investigators after the shooting. 
. ·It was also testified that 

members of the family moved 
te MCI.ions of the house seeking 

avoid the threatening adwt. 
'De boy was endeavoring to 

-~ .... his mother and brother 
he was attacked, it was 

: ~testified . 
There was also testimony of 

Gary being struck with a heater 
by his father . The defendant, 
after his mother was assaulted, 
had picked up a rife, and had 
told a younger brother to get 



.. w faces joined 
i last night and 
re added to the 
lists as former 

and misty-eyed 
il"ered at Roger's 

annual observance 
')ay. 
l to the formal 
he widow of Navy 

;onald Rockefeller 
decorations 
awarded her 

the United States, 
1m and the State of 

tal aires of "Pack 
roubles In Your Old 
" It's A Long Way 

·ary" and "Over 
<!re offered by the 

• 1 un and Bugle Corps 
rting veterans of all 
joined in the parade 
~treet to the park. 
Mayor Bartholomew 
ey was master-of­

' n i e s and Columbia 

Coanty District Attorney Ro~r 
Miner was guest speaker. Rev. 
John Hawkins gave the ffi,. 
vocation and · Re. v Nelson 
L u n d b e r g offered the 
benedietion. 

In his opening remarks, 
Delaney, himself a decorated 
Navy veteran of World War II. 
said, "We have joined here 
tonight to honor and to pay 
tribute to a special American 
- the Veteran. The ranks of 
those we honor this day has 
grown, year to year until now 
in 1968 - there are fully 26 
million who deserve Ollr special 
thanks and salute on Veterans 
Day. We ~ute not only their 
valor and sacrifice in war, but 
the civil life achievements as 
well. 

"On Veterans Day this year 
let us emphasize the role of all 
resp on s i b 1 e citirens, to 
acknowledge the peace, with 
honor, for which our servicemen 
now fight, and offer our prayers 
that l:M'ace for all will soon 
again · 1 iliabll world, " 

e 

A veteran of the Korean 
conflict. Miner served in both 
Korea and Japan where he was 
assigned to the Judge Advocate 
General's staff. In his speech 
he referred to the Communist 
conspiracy, whiCh by its very · 
teachings, denies the cause of 
world peace but will continue 
to fail because of ghe moral 
leadership of the United States. 

"No one is more aware of 
this mission than the American 
veteran." said Miner, "and it 
can be said that no one desires 
~ as mu'ch as the American 
veteran, ~ause he has known 
the penalty of war," Miner said. 

He concluded," ... the cause of 
world peace requires lofty 
ideals, great individual effort 
and selfless sacrifice. The 
American Veteran has shown 
that he possesses ali these 
qualities and, for that reason . 
this day, dedicated to the cause 
of world peace is - Veteran's 
Day." 

Lif'UL Comdr. Ja~ W 
Dunphy, Cornma!Jding Offictr of 

Trai · - sta 

Poughkeepsie presented Mrs. 
Rockefeller with a Purple 
Heart, National Service Medal 
and the Vietnam Service Medal. 

The final presentation was 
made to the widow by State 
Veteran's Counselor Martin J . 
Tuczinski who presented h 
with New York State's highes 
militaty honor - the Conspicio 
Service Cross. 

Veterans of Foreign Wa 
Commander Leo Hickey a 
American Legion Commande 
John Kehrer placed a wreath 
at the foot of the veteran's pl 
in Rogerp Park . -while th 
V.F .W. honor guard fired 
salute to the war dead and 
Pettinichi played " taps". 

Among the civilians at 
ceremonies was Mrs. Jeannet 
Thomas of 402 Warren S 

She is" the widow of a Wor 
War I veteran. Last nig 
marked the 29th consecuti 
Veteran's Day observance tha 
she has attended. She said. " 
have always felt that it's 
least I can do in my husband' , . . ,. 



,-JUDSON-Mrs. Adcije LOuisa 
··t , 49, of Hudson, today was 

£ .enced by, County Judge 
~ •limn F . Christiana to a term 
)f 15 years in the State Prison 
ior Women at Bedford Hills . 

She was sentenced im-
mediately after pleading guilty 
to first degree manslaughter. 

The woman, charged with 
causing the death of her 
common-law bulbaifd· Jeff 
Davis Wilkerson, 58, waived the 

statutory period of two days 
before sentencing. 

Mrs . West, who was without 
funds to retain counsel , was 
represen~ by Public Defender 
Adolph Matties of Hudson. 
Dist. Atty Roger Miner 
represented the People. 

Indicted for murder in the 
July 4th slaying of Wilkerson , 
she was permitted to plead 
guilty to the manslaugbter 
charge upon recommendation of 

the prosecutor. 
It is likely that Sheriff Dewey 

A. Lawrence will shortly assign 
a matrorl and deputy sheriff *'> 
transport the woman to Bedfoid 
Hills . 

Mrs . West told the court 
that she was fully aware of her 
rights and wanted to plead 
guilty to manslaughter. 

Wilkerson, a migrant worker, 
<UJd another man, had picked 
cherries early in the morping 
of the holiday and on their way 
home, bought two bottles of 
liquor. Thereafter, the two men 
and the woman went to a picnic 
at Catskill . 

Later, the woman was hit in 
the head, allegedly by 
Wilkerson . She asked him to 
take her to a hospital, but he 
refused. When they returned to 
their residence at 'J:l So. Front 
St., she again asked him to take 
her to the hospital and he still 

the front rorch, she went into 
the ht JSe for a carving knife, 
anrl <;tc..iJ~ Nm In, the neck .. 

' · ftl!r she was tre:ited for 
l it>3.d 1111uries at Columbia 
Jh t: m o r i a I Hospital and 
questioned by IM. Sgt. Julius 
Brenner. the woman, her head 
bandaged, appeared before Cjty 
Judge Harold Lieberman and 
waived for action of the grand 
jury. 
, She showed no emotion on her 

a'ppeararrce tkfore Judge 
Lieberman ·or before Judge 
Chr' today, 



HUOOON-A law suit against 
the Board of &iucation of the 
Ichabod Crane Central School 
is tops on the general calendar 
for the opening Monday, Nov. 
4, of the November term -et 
State Saprenie Court at Humon. 

The term will be convened at 
~Harold E .. 

Plaintiff in the action against 
the Ichabod Crane school board 
is Matthew Roclrtefeller of 
V~tie, father !)( Leslie 
Rockefeller, a minor. 

The girl, presently a student 
at St. Agnes school in 
Loudonville, was injured at the 
Columbia County school on Jan· 

' 
She was injured while ex( 

cising on a trampoline a 
suffered a fractured tibia of th 
right leg. 

The p 1 a i n ti ff alleges 
negligence on the part of tht 
school board caused the ac 
cident. This is denied by the 
'board. 

It marks the second time the 
case has been tried, a previous 
trial resullin& in a mistrial . 
John .Boll. since deceased. and 
a frequent critic of the school 
adihinistration, was being 
~tioned as a possible juror 
wh~ he mdae a comment that 
brouaht a motion by the 
defendant board for a mistrial • . 
the n'lOtion hem, Fclnted. 

While the case is the first one 
on 1he tmeral calendar, it does 
not necessarily it will be 
the first up by Jmtice 
Kore d a jury. The order 

decided by Judge 
reman when he makes up a 

dlf calendar during the calling 
of the cases on the general 
~r. ' 
~ F . O'Connor of 

Aainy is attorney of record for 
t . Rockefeller and his 

ter and the Albany firm 
Ainswort,11, Sullivan, Tracy 

Knalf represents the 
bod Crane board. 

Before the trial tenn is taken 
, it is likely that Jmtice 
~lferlnan will organize a grand 

and send . 



Pr:ogram 
Reschedule, 

.. It Could Be Your Child'" 
study of juvenile deliquenc\ a 
.narcotics in Greene Countv anc 
the surrounding areas. which w. 
to be presented by the Grandvi , • 

. T.A. last Tuesday and w; 
ancelled due to the severe sno 
t'.•rrh has been rescheduled fo. 
m'Sda\' Del'ember 10 at 8 p.rt1 
1 the Catskill High School 
The program will be the same 

111· previously announced. con­
. 'ing of a panel discussion on 

all ~es of the narcotics prob­
! rn . The panel will be made up 
ot four outstanding speakers. 
all of whom are well knov.11 for 
their work in this field. Roger 
:\liner. district attorney of Col­
umbia County. Investigator li 
Grunewald of the New York 
State Police Narcotics Di ision. 
Frank Platt . Greene Countr 
I 'robation Officer. and R1ch;trd 
Stickles. Catskill High School 
te.:icher. Mr. Alan Osterhoudt. 
principal of Grandview will act 
as moderator. 

Mrs . Jackie Carmichael. presi 
dt•nt of Grandview P.T.A said 
.. evervone was extremeh· dJs­
sappointed that our prograru had 
to be cancelled. howevt'r \H' 
are fortunate that our four 
speakers could arrange th_eir 
very busy schedules and ~1ve 
us another date . Tuesday .Decem 
ber 10 at 8 p.m . at the Catskill 
High School is an imp!lrt:m 
night, mark your calenda rs. 
plan to bring your family . vou 
friends. most impo 

esentrn r 
On ~~IJ~<..'J-uency, Narcotic 

The Grandview P.T.A. will JlJ'e-'. School will act as moderator. 
smt a program entitled "It Could. Mrs. Jackie <:armichael, presi­
Be Your Child," a study o( Juven- . dEnt of Grandview P .T.A. ~ta~ 
ile Deliquency and Narcotics, on "the ~blem o( Narcoh~ . is 
Tuesd:iv evening, Nov. 12 at 8 p.m. everyones problem. AddictlOll 
at the Catskill High School Audi- threatens individuals and en­
torium. dangers family life in every 

The program is open to the pub- segment of our. society nei~ 
lie and teenagers are urged to at- geographic locatl?" nor econ~c 
teraj with their parents. The board stat~ offers reliable p~~on 
of education the town board, and against the tragedy of addiction. 
the board ~f supervisors have It invades the split level home 
been invited to attend. as well as the tenement. In the 

A panel consisting of Roger heert of every parent is the fea 
Miner district attorney of Colum- that this terrible tragedy could 
bia a;unty, Investigator Edward come to one of ~is own c~l­
Shannon of the narcotics. bureau dren. The Grandview P.T.A. IS 
of the New York State Police extremely fortunate in being 
Frank Platt, probation officer of able to present four outstanding 
Greene County. and RiCharo Stfck· Tettlemen on Nov. 12, to answer 
Jes Catskill High School teacher your questions on this problem. 

· ' · ~ . Try to at~ and · g a friend. 
Oita'- rm.ember 0 lt c.ou&cf Ii r 

Cilld:· 





GHENT-Columbia Miner ail so answered 
·ct Attorney Roger questions from the Rotarians.' 

. ing he has reaspn One query was why Bernjce's 
lhl;re may be young Restaurant is allowed to stay 
.in the qounty, urged open~ fu which Miner answered: 

tch for signs of because some of the most 
heir children. respectable people in the county 

king be'foce about , go there, she see~ to feel that 
of ijie Philmont this gives her a license to stay 

'1s~ night at r open .. , . . . 
·• ~~:..1 "·- rl a~ditiori to what had been 

• aecompt~ in the raids', 
punishmenr J>r • .the gull), 

terrine- .- ta ' .in•l.r.oint ti- ... 

I 

"I have peen given to believe 
drug usa~ is not a severe 
problem ~ Columbia Coljilty," 
he said ._ ~dding it is difficult 
to pinpoiht 1 one age group which 
may be Jsing drugs. 

"'Our investigation," he ad­
ded, "only concerned seller$: 
it w~ not coneerned with the 
buyEi's and the llsers, Although 
this i,nvestigation1 didn't reveal 
any (of the · lattlr) , we have 
reason to believe 'there may be 

usen: ·· · 

' ·looking out foiit ," so that they 
may c;mtioo young J>e9ple. 
Parents now are trying to find 
out more about drugs and the 
dangers of misuse of drugs , the 
District Attorney said . 

He_,noted that up to the time 
of tlie vice raids 1r, here. the 
problem mav have ·:Jobked like 
far away!" 

Miner said there is n~ "set" 
method for determining whether 
a child or a teenager is using 
<trul!S. but.i he added, .. if they 

. H~itef • is . liQl1le 

seek help. with the 
Miner said its "not 
to get somebody.'. ' 

' 'Parents should go to health 
and mental health authorities 
for assistance, ·· he said. "Or, 
concerning -~ criminal aspects, 
they may contact the District 
Attorney and the police, or ,the 
State Narcotic Control Com­
mission, which is very active. 
in this area ." · 

Gonceming the raid and the 
mvestigation leading to .the raid, 
Miner. said: " I think we .bave 

step in Uie1, ,r:..,iit 



.• e office 'but l would like ticket.- California was first. mitt · It is now kn.-· 
r1ake it c~ear that I not only Reported pr~ently in froiii·. will foss his hat into thl d .•• 

am not a candidate for the the battle to succeed Mr. G · but, in any event, il is rt oo 
chairmanship, I am making no a re former Assemblym1 • • he will not be opposed £o f 
campaign 'of the office and I Willard C. Drumm o{ Niv.el>!i e vice chairmanship if he 0desu~ 
Will not make any such cam- and John S~arpe, of Ger: . to remain in that office. 

• paign' '. . mantown, promient figure for " There .wjfl be no attempt tc 
· ·anced Mrs. Knauss is the daughte19 Years in party fund-raising swnmon the County,. Committet 
as the of Mrs. Myrtie Tinklepaugh . otpii affairs. into session until Chairman 
Callan Livingston, wpo is regarded as . Callan 's resignation is officially 

one of the most successful While there has been no received He told the members 
chairman iit mOdem history of meeting of the Hudson members of the Executive Committee at 
the party in Columbia County. ?f ~e GOP County Committee, a special session last week that 

Mrs. Knauss, who is a former it is known that both Shafl?E! he was planning on retiring in 
ch airman of the Young and prumm have supporters m mid-January. to give the new 

!eer ·~· Republicans of New York State, the city ranks. · . leader all possible time to plan 
uracy, of was N. Y. State Chairman of Other names heard as .havmg • for the 1969 elections. 

1pts , ~ere Women for the Nixon-Agnew ·supporters . in vafious sections Mr. Callan, who has had a 
her~ can- ticket. A national report just are E~wm G. Post of most successful administration 

,n resideht released revealed that the Taghkanic, Charles Cflrd of ~he as county chairman, told the 
• orgartjzatioo Mrs . Knauss Town of Cla~erack . and ~ committee he was resigning tc, 

1ieaded ~ second in the n_ t' Atty. Ro er Mmer of Hudson. devote his entire time t6 

nd lti . s He is publisher of the 
m Courier. 

HUDSON-Clifford Wallsbeim, 
16, of Sy~ett, Long Island, 
indicted for alleged criminaJ 
negligence in the Copake Late 
drowning August 17 of Jdln 
Unson of Claverack, will have 
his case treated under the code · 
dealing with alleged youthful 
offenders. He has pleaded 
innocen~ . ) 

Judge William E. J. <{onnor 
Hudson, counsel for the youth, 
made a motion in County Court 
yesterday that the case be 
prosecuted in this manner and 
Judge William F. Otristiana 
will hold ahearing next month. 
There was no objection by Dist. 

Atty. Roger Miner. 
The youth was a summer 

resident at the laJce. He was 
operating a power boat which 
was in collision with a row boat 
from which the Claverack man 
wa£.ti$ 'ng. ~ 

Hudson, on a charge of en­
dangering the welfare of a 
child. Mabry was represented 
by Public Defender AdolJii 
Matties. 

William D. Coons, 
Hudson, was placed on 
probation after pleading guilty 
to third degree assault on John 
Scism. Coons was 'represented 
by Public Defender Matties. 

Richard Darrell Whepley of 
Rensselaer, pleaded guilty to 
petty larceny and will be sen­
tenced January 6. He was 
represented by Asst. Public 
Defender Baller. 

LeRoy James Shook of 
Valatie pleaded guilty t.o petty 
larceny and will make· 
restitution of $150 to John 
Nicholas of Kinderhook. Shoot 
was represented by by Atty. 
Michael LeSawyer of Hudson. 

The ~e w 
all . 



Nu rcotics To Be Topic 
At Grandview PTA 

Tuesday evening November 
12 will be a big night in the 
town of Catskill . The GrandviewP. 
T.A. is sponsonng a panel 
discussion entitled "It Could 
Be Your Child" dealing with the 
problems of Narcotics and 
Juvenile Deliquency. Because of 
the large turnout expected the 
program will be held at the 
Catskill High School, as Grand­
view School can not accomo­
date more than 150 people. 

The panel will consist of 
Investigator Edward Shannon 
of the New York State Police 
Narcotics Diviaion, Columbia 
County District Attorney Roger 
Miner, Greene County Probation 

·Officer Frank Platt. and Cats­
kill High School Richard Stickles. 
The panel moderator will be 
Mr. Alan OsterhouU Principal 
of Grandview School. All ofthese 
men are well known for 
their work on the suject to be 
discussed. 

All of the P .T.A.s in this 
county have been invited to at­
tend this program. It will also 
be open to the General Public and 
it is hoped that many parents 
will bring their teenagers with 
them. · 

According to Mrs. Jackie 
Carmichael, president of the 
Grandview P.T.A. it will be a 
wide open discussion and all 

questions will ... be answered. 
"Several parents have told me 
that they could not get a 
straight answer on the nar­
cotics problem in Catskill , if 
in fact one does exist, well, on 
November 12 we will try to 
answer all of their questions 
honestly. If we don't have an 
answer for you we will find out 
where we can get one, so please 
try to come and bring your 
neighbors with you. Remember 
it could be anyone's chil~ _I 
COULD BE YOUR ClilLU.' 



Grandview PT A 
Hears Talk on Mid­
Jl udson Libraries · 

uranav1ew PTA met April 9, 
President Shirley Yates opening 
the meeting with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. After the report of 
Secretary Sandra Nussbickel , a 
slate of officers for the coming 
school year was .presented by 
Mr. Anne Fonda. These were 
President, Jackie Carmichael, 
vice president, Marilyn Schiavo, 
S e c r et a r y , Shirley Wast:, 
Treasurer, Chelsa Melo. 

M rs . Cynthia Roemer 
reported on Pl'A-Pl'O. Alan 
Osterhout spoke briefly on 
coming prognum slated for the 
rest of this tenn, then presented 
Edward Locke, Asst. Director 
of the Mid-Hudson Libraries, as 
guest speaker. 

Mr. Loucke explained the 
many ways in which Mid­
Hudson services their libraries, 
the dispensing of thousands of 
book s , Audio-Visual Aid.5, 
Consultant Services, Building or 
expanding advice, different 
ways in which to get people 
not generally acquainted with 
1 i b r a r i es interested, and 
numerous other services. It was 
an especially interesting and 
enlightening program. 

First grade mothers, Mrs. 
Fonda, Mrs. Nussbickel, Mrs. 
Rieseberg, and Mrs. Mars~iani , 
Mrs. Perelin, Mrs. Schiavo, 
Mrs. Gagliardy and Mrs. Millett 
s er v e d refreshments. Mrs. 
Hallock's first grade 

Grandview PT A 
Hold Meeting 

'Ille Grandview PTA combined 
its first meeting of the present 
school year with a very success­
ful bake sale . The meeting, 
whick took place on Oct. 8 was 
called to order by PT A Presi­
dent Jackie Carmichael. 

After reports given by Treasur­
er, Helen Pelham and Secre­
tary, Shirley Wase, a presenta­
tion of a Boy Scout Charter was 
made to Mrs. Carmichael by 
Stanley Wase, Institutional Rep­
resentative, Mrs. Carmichael then 
presented the charter to Floyd 
Winq, Assistand Scoutmaster of 
Troop 41. 

This meeting will be held in 
the Art and Music room at 10 

, a .m. "Back to School" Nights 
will be held on Oct. 20 and Oct. 
21. The purpose of these meet­
ings is to enable interested per­
sons to get together and discuss, 
informally, anything pertaining 
to the school. Everyone is in­
vited. 

President Carmichael clos~ 
the neeting with a special n­
vitation to all to attend the 
Nov. 12th meeting which will Je 
held at the High School. On tlat 
night the theme will be, "It. 
could be anyone's child"-an 
informational program on n r­
cotics and juvinile delinquen y. 
A panel of four professio al 
men will be present to ans\'er 
all questi 

Following this, the Principa 
of the Grandview School, Al 
Osterhoudt, spoke on the man 
changes made in the schoo 
cirriculum this year. He re­
minded those present that the 
school is constantly aware of the 
personal needs of each child as 
an individual. Mr. Osterhoudt 
said "When parents take school 
seri~usly, so do the child~en . " 

Mr. Osterhoudt next intro­
duced each of the teaching 
staff who then talked briefly on 
the way in which :hey conduct­
ed their classes . Publicity chairman JoAnn 

GagUardy, ci the Grandview 
School P.T.A. announced that 
the School la having a four man 
panel diaculaion on the topic "It 
Could Be Your Child" on 
Tuesday ewniqs at the Catskill 
Junior Hilb Sctioal. 

In further business conducted 
Oct. 18 was designated as 
date for the first coffee 

The panel wW be discussing 
this topic in NlatiOlllNp to the 
present narcotic aituatiea in the 
community toda).'. Mrs. 
Gagliardy said that 1t tv<uld lie 
good if adults wruld 
that they could be in{ 
briefed on meetlloc:8 ol 
ting the signs and sympt 
usage in their cbildrea if 
should appear. · 

Guest speakers for U..paael, 
which will be moderated by the 
principal of Grandview, Allen 
Osterhout, will be Roger Miner, 
district attorney of Hudson, who 
recently led successful narcotic 
raids in Columbia Crunty, and 
Richard Stickles chairman rl 
social studies at the Catskill 
High School. 

Also on this panel will be Ed 
Shannon of the Bureau ci 
Criminal Investigation, in 
Albany, and Frank Platt 
probation officer ci Catskill All 
of the schools of Greene County, 
parents and interested adults 
are cordially invited to attend 

CATSKILL - The second semin­
'ar on the Catskill Central Schools 
was completed on May 24. Par­
ticipants in the seminar includ 
Jackie Carmichael, Nancy Lomall 
Peg Vliet, Betty Gustavson, Sand­
ra NllSsbickel, Susie Peloke, Jean 
Antonelli, Bert Templeton, Bess 
Yager, and Jean Ryan . 

The seminar consisted of seven 
sessionsn which began with a 
study of the kindergarten and 
was followed by discussions of 
each school level through the 
senior high school. Most curr­
iculum areas were discussed, as 
well as special !. ~rvices avail 
able to the students in the Cats­
kill Central School District. 

The seminar was held each Fri­
day morning form 9:30 to 11:30. 
Participants in this seminar were 
recommended by the graduates 
of the seminar of last semester 
and included interested citizens 
from each are of the Cental 
School District. 

According to School Super­
intendent Gordon Anderson, the 
School District and Board of Ed­
ucation are committed to the gen­
uine involvement of our citiaals 
in the school program. The llllli­
nar has proved valuable aa a 
means of communication ans as 
a vehicle for shariagJlle problems 
and opportunities of a growing 
school. district. 



I 

$500 Bail 
xamination. 
e was one of 14 arres 
raids conducted by State 

olice, Hudson police. and the 
Sheriff's office. 

The raid, ordered by Dist. 
Alty . Roger Miner. was the 
rt?sult · of several weeks of un­
<Jercover work l>y a "State Police 
investigator, collaborating with 
Hudson and county Jaw en­
forcement officers . 

The Nov. grand jury. which 
reported 27 sealed indictments 
to Supreme Court Justice 
Harold Koreman of Albanv. had 
completed all present . work 
referred to that body. White 
there has been no ifficial con­
firmation, there is basis for 
belief the grand jury has 
returned indi 
some of those 
raid. 
· It is considell!IMRW 
any arraign reS 
from raid indictments will not 
take place for several days. 
County Judge William F. 
Christiana. who returned to the 
Columbia County Bench today 
after presiding as Acting 
Justice in State Supreme Court 
at Albany for the month of 
November. has a large numbe'r 
of matters facing him in County 
Court he~e. In addition. Dist. 
Atty. Miner moved that all 
indications found by the 

' November grand jury here be 
transferred to County Court and 
the motion was granted by 
Justice Koreman. 

Publicity chairman JoAnn 
Gagliardy, cJ. the Grandview 
School P. T . .I\. announced that 
the School is having a foor man 
panetdiscussion on the topic "It 
Could Be Your Child" on 
Tuesday evening at the Catskill 
Junior High School 

The panel will be discussing 
this topic in relationship to the 
present narco~ siWa ti on in the 
community 'today. Mrs. 
Gagliardy said that it would be 
good if adults wwld attend so 
that they could be informed and 
briefed on meethods of detec-

(i Ii 

which" .. 
principal of Grandview, Allen 
Osterhoot, will be Roger Miner, 
distr1ctattomeyolHudson, w o 
recently led successtul narcotic 
raids in Columbia County, and 
Richard Sti~es chairman ci 
social studies at th.t Catskin 
High School. 

Also on this panel will be Ed 
Shannon of the Bureau ol 
Criminal Investi,ga ti on, in 
Albany, and trank. ·pJatt 
probation <ificer ol Catskill All 
of the s ls of Greene Coonty, 

'\rents interested adults 
·nvited to attend 

All parents of school children 
as well as' the public in general 
are invited to a panel discussion 
of the narcotics problem which 
will be presented tonight at 8 
o'clock at the Catskill Junior 
High Sehool auditoriwn. 

The event, sponsored by the 
Grandview P .T.A., has • been 
entitled "It Could Be Your 
Otild." Members of the panel 
will include Roger Miner 
district attorney for Columb~ 
County; Frank Platt, probati~ 
of~ker for Greene County; 
Richard stickJes, social studies 
chairman at Catskill High 
School; and Inv. Grunwald 
narrotics souat1 Kioeston. ' 



HUDSON-Sealed indictments any other motions. 
returned by the November The sealed indictments were 
grand jury as a result of pre- found against the following with 
dawn police raim in Hldon on Dist. Atty. Miner having bench 
Nov. 23 were opened in warrants issued for court ap-
Columbia ColSlty Court today. pearances : 

All defendants pleaded in- Frederick Wise, 25, 202 ' 
aocent at arraignments before Columbia St., charged with 
Coonty Judge William F. alleged sale of heroin. 
Ouistiana, with one Roger Gilet Mar.ihall Leggiero, 46, 225 
pleading guilty to a reduced Warren St., charged with 
charge of selling drugs. alleged sale of dangerous drugs, 

Defense attorneys moved that amphetamine capsules. 
Dist. Atty. Roger Miner provide Bernice Griffen, 44, charged 
than with bills of particular w i t h allegedly . promoting 
and the court granted those prostitutiQn and fur alleged 

· i 11 e g a l , sale of alcoholic 
defendants · 

ilO.~tiOn .'was Wor~,~ning · 
HUDSON·" We . were quite The. Commissioner was hi"' arises for a Hudson policeman 

~oocerned fNer · the, · use of complimentary of the work ..,of ... to help out or be called . upon 
tics. Th~ ~it~tion had not all police agencies in I a,sslSt another .~mmumty he 
~ serious propqrtions, but especially the Hudson po ,. won t go alone. When ~ou ask 
was ·on It.a- way, " is the way He said he wanted to c them to use one of therr ~en 
~ Police CommiS&i<>ner it is necessary to have so 1'llllf AA. ·CIJI. undercover man they re 
Da\114 Hendler explained the troopers, deputies, etc. joi-. •mgi.o send. enou~ men along 
bdliJlct.the.sce thinking of local police on such raids. ~ . prot~~ him-thats the way 
officials that triggered the Hendler. said it ~as nothinC at i done. . 
recent crackdown on alledged to do with the competancy of Hendler ~ncl~ ~Y saying 
illegal sale of drugs. the Hudson police, explaining that ~e raids were directed at 

Hendler told his fellow city that evecy PQlice agency narc:iotics, ,but noted that the 
department heads last night at believes in safety in nwnbers.:. ~~uruty ~ ~ safe place 
Mayor Samuel T. Sheeler's He added that if the occasion an which to live. 
cabinet session in City H 
that the raids were made 
his request and that they we 
directly aimed at narcotics . 

. Hendler ,Hudson attorney and 
form er Colwnbia County 
D~trict Attorney, said be had 
conferred with present DA 
Roger Miner, Mayor Wheeler, 
Police Chief William F. Egan, 
and the Office of Superlntendent 
of State Police. 

,,-

CGbnsel • for Leggiero ana 
.Torchia is Adolph Matties. 

Representing Hills is Thomas 
P . Kennedy.' . 

Arrested in the · raid · of 
charges of loitering for purposes 
of gambling and subsequently 
fined in .City ,Court by Jadge · 
Harold Lieberman were William 
Munn Jr .. 36, Red Hook ; John 

,Dugan, 28, Valatie; Alvin E. 
James, 23, 26 Chapel Street; 
Haas Gobel, .30, ·ntt.or1ww 
Willi' . • 
Street. · 

Asst. 
fl• 

prosecution 
cases. 

Tb e arrests -euJmina 
several weeks ' of mdereover 
work by a State Pdice in­
vestigator, ·collaborating with 
Dist. Atty. Miner and city a!¥1 
COUllty police. Participating 
we~ 34 lawmen, including city 
and state police and sheriff's 
de . 



HUDSON-Francis Dyer of 
Albany, whose car damaged a 
house trailer several weeks ago 
in Greenport, pleaded guilty 
yesterday in County Court at 
Hudson to •a charge of disor­
derly conduct. 

AS part of the conditional 
discharge given him by Judge 
William F. Christiana, Dyer is 
to make full restitution for 
damage he caused to the 
property of Louis Krutz. 

Dist. Atty. Roger Miner 
represented the prosecution and 
Asst. Public Defender Russell 
Baller, Jr., appeared for the 
defendant. The prosecutor, in 
view of the question of getting 
restitution for the property 
owner, consented to a charge 
of criminal misch.ief, third 
degree, being reduced to 
disorderly conduct. 

The house trail r was oc­
cupied at th time Dy r·s car 
ran mto the struct e. 

Shortly before 

against E;dward 
Chatham was to 
Judge Christiana a 
the defendant plead 
third degree sodo y 

Judge Christiana 
bail be revoked 
remanded to the co 
sentencing next Mon 

Francis Cahill, Jr 
pleaded innocent 
dictment charging 
and rape first de 
committed on a 
resident. 

P u b I i c Def en 
Matties. who is , 
Cahill as the def 
money to pay fo 
moved that the 
a psychiatric exa 
examination was 
court and the 
to Jan . 6, Cahi 
Sept. 29. 

Richard R 
no, 

indic 

inally negligence homicide. 
ist. Atty . Miner represented 

People and Thomas F . 
ey of Niverville is attorney 

the defendant. 
. Turley was appearing in 

a l!Eny court yesterday but 
to! his client to appear in the 
JI n court pursuant to a 
b ch warrant issued by t)le 
di rict attorney and served by 

' CJ erack State Police. 
hrer was released in $5,000 
~d an adjournment taken 

un I Jan. 6. 
ft is alleged that the defen­

dartt was ·the operator of a car 
on July 6 which was involved 
in a one-car accident on Route 
ll in the Town of Stuyvesant 
in which Miss Ro May Link, 
.18, of Valatie. a passenger, w 
mstantlv killed . 

Niverville. and Rohrer were ; probati 
taken to Columbia Memorjal court 
Hoopital after the aecident. ci arett and ,. 
Rus 11 Curtis , 23 of Valatie .. a icles taken al l . 

·another passenger, was uni.II- · un Club, 
jured. All four had been thl'llwn ted b Att 
from the car wtten the machine · 
hit the pole. 

.Roger Flouten of Hudsop 
pleaded guilty to petty larcl!ly 
and was given 60 days in the 
county jail. The defenclpnt was 
represented by Atty. Phillip G. 
Rosenberg of Hudson. / 

The car allegedly skid d on 
~ ~ 1. ·rve. sncipf'l"rl f · · · utilit 
pule, and c:ominw 1 for 

Joseph Chenaij. of William­
stown, Mass. and David 
Johansen of Br<Unard, pt~ded 
innocent to burglary and lar­
ceny charges. Public Defender 
Matties represents Chenakl . 
After queitioning Johanse11 
concerning finances . ..the court 
told the defendant he is to pay 
for his defense The cases were 
adjourned to Jan 6. 

approximately 150 fr 
Mary Jane Warru 

George Dietler, 22, of An­
cram, pleade<j guulty to petty 
larceny. He was placed on 



·-.'t !'f , -
01t at C-'\.sitill 

School 'fhe 
titled "It Gould be 

,iild" sponsored by the 
.1dview P.T.A. delt witfi ~e 
olems of narct>tics ' and 

"v en i I e ' deliquency · · and 
e.itt~roo a panel ·of three 
· stinguised men: Columbia 

Aurlty district att.omey Roger 
··1er, State Police narcotics 
.esligator Fred Grunewald, 

nd Richard Stickles social 
tudies chairman at Catskill 
tl i g b School. • Mr. Alan 
) s t e r h o u d t , principal of 
Grandview School acted as 
moderator for the program. 

District attorney . Miner to\d 
of the recent narcotics raids 
which be recently led in 
Columbia County. The raids 
showed evidence of narcotic 
traffic in Hudson, which is only 
6 miles frpm Catskill, of all 
type5 of narcotics ranging from 
marijuana to heroin. He said 

aids brought to ·llght the 
' ·ch all parents 

are of t.4e 
. to 

w and •. 
pear. ' 
• Mr. SLckles spoke on the role 
of the schools in dealing with 
this most serious problem. He 

. to!Cl how some parents prefer 
to chastise the teacher upon 
hearing something bad about 
their children rather than 
correcting them. 
. The most interesting part of 
the program came later when 
questions from the audience 
were answered. Questions of a 
general nature at first, what is 
being done, by whom, what can 
we do, and then the question 
that rocked the audience, does 
this problem definitely exist in 
the Catskill public schools? The 

answer from the panel was 
YES, it is a definite known 
problem in our schools - YF.S 

· narcotics are being ~ed by our 
children. 

Questions were then asked, 
why has this not been made 
public before now, why have the 
parents been kept in the dark, 
and when can we start to do 
something about it. 

M rs . . Jackie Carmichael, 
ident of the Grandview 

t it be known that she 
fore the town 

Y. board of 
al 



u on 

'bON-Four foreign ex- The students were also served 
:i .. uge students had the op- a dinner at the Elks Club with 
portunity Sunday to wish their their host families. Mrs. 
families back home a "Merry DeCintio prepared the dinner, 
Chris~" as guests of the served by Danna DeCintio, JCU'le. 
Human Elks Club. Green and Larry Bauer. 

'"Ibis is the time of year when Those who attended and made 
the kids get homesick and they the telephone calls were Ma1* 
were all thrilled to talk with Louise Nilsson of Sweden, guest 
their famlies by telephone," of Mr. and Mrs. Howard Olsen 
Youth Activities chainnan of North Chatham; Alfredo 
Joseph DeCintio said. "They Caldas of Colombia, guest of 
were all so appreciative that Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Bar­
we hope to do this every year." tolotta of Gennantown; Jorge 

The Elks Club made reser- M>ntenegro of Guatamala, 
vatioru! for the phone calls guest of Mr. and Mrs. John 
several days in advance and Nowak, and Fernando Reyes, 
alerted the families of the guest of Mr. and Mrs. Brian 
students so they would be at Trainor of New Lebanon. 
home. Elks Club members who 

"The telephone company was played host to the students were 
very cooperative a.nd the calls Roger Miner, exalted ruler; 

with no John Grandinett, leading 
~ia. - • .Gilbt; fat Gagliardy, lecturing ..-. ~ .. 

_Charge In Coun'ty Court _ Se~~i0~'7-
HUDSON-Anthony Gambino, 20, of Hudson, yesterday 

afternoon pleaded guilty in County Court at Hudson to 
~ion of a dang,_erous diug.: first degree, and to third 
degree burglary. · · ·• 

Judge William F. Christiana, presiding, said he would; 
sentence the defendant on Jan . 6. ' 

The•drug charge did not arise out of the recent police1 

raid in the City of Hudson. 
nie Hudson man was arrested on a burglary charge 

after the Stottville Rod & Gun Club had been broken 
into. . Subsequent investigation brought the drug charge. 

Dist . . Atty. Roger Miner represented the People an 
Assy. Public Defender Russell Baller, Jr.. represen 
the defendant. 

Betty Conklin, 26, of Albany, pleaded guilty to pet!.Y, 
larceny and was sentenced to serve six months in th~ 
Colwnbia County Jail. • 

She was arrested Se t . 14 and has been held 
county jail. •· · 

A county man told 

l 
with the women and two men in an automobile to Mt. 
Merino where the victim was relieved of a small amount 
IJf TnOney. I • ' , 

~e--two men have not been apprehended. The Albany 
':YOlnen was ?ISO charged with prostitution. It was 
established that she. too, was taken by the two unknowns 
and r~eived none of the money. The prostitution charge 

as dismissed on motiol\ of the district attorney . Public 
Defender Adolph Matties represented the· defendant. 
Priscilla Roberts of Catskill, formerly of Hudson. • 

pl~ded guilty to endangering the life and he·alth of a 
.child ,and was placed on probation. She was represented 
by Asst. Public Defender Baller. 

Fined on a drug charge was &ott Robert Mcintyre 
1t2. of Fayettville, N. Y. He was arrested on the State 
Thruway in Columbia County several weeks ago. . 

The. d~fendant pleaded guilty yesterday to a charge 
of lo1termg for the purpose of using dangerous drugs. 

Jined ~250 by Judge Christiana. Atty. H~ld • 
J.Je.lllt6M of Humon U.1·••• 



·: .. lfUDSON-Edward Fred­
erick Goux, 47, of Olatbarn 

t
today was sentenced by County 
~ William F. Ouistiana 

. Clinton Prison at Dannemora 
.for an act of SOdomy commit­
ted on a Cbatham Center boy. 

1be sentence is for a rrurti­
mu'!l of four Years. 
. Directly after the serren­

cmg, • Sber:1ff Dewey A. Law 
rence assigned Deputies 
B. Hover and John I .a 
to tbe 

HUDSON-Columbia County 
Judge William F. Christiana has 
directed Sheriff Dewey A. 
Lawrence to return Renne! 
Austin Bailey of Hudson to 
Columbia County from Clinton 
Prison for a hearing the convict 
has demanded. 

Bailey has been in prison at 
Dannemora since Jan. 16. 1948 
for the shooting of his wife 
outside a factory in 
Greenport. 

Bailey. from his cell at the 
up;tate prison. applied to Judge 
Christil:lna for a writ of error 
coram nobis . 

The judge has consented to 
hear arguments on Bailey's 
apPlication on the convict's 
claim that his constitutional 
rights were violated. 

Sheriff Lawrence can obtain 
temporary custody of the 
prisoner when he serves Judge 
Christiana's order to Warden 
Daniel McMann of the Prison. 

The county judge ordered that 
warden deliver to the 

stieriff, "The said Rennell 
Amlin Bailey. in civilian 
clothes. for the purpose of his 
tralllDlktal before this court 

I.Judge ~ foe a hea_ ~ application for 
a wrftj)f eGNni·nobis ." 

Jud g• a further 
directed llit Ba,iley appear in 
his cowt on Feb. 10 and that 
he be k!lfl .. at ~ Columbia 
r.ountv jail until the termination 
of the proceedings, after which 

Sheriff Lawreoce is to return 
the man to · the . warden of 
Clinton Prjson. 

Dist. Atty. Roger Miner 
represents the pe6ple and 
Public Defender Adolph Matties 
and Asst. Pu.blic Defender 
Russell Baller Jr. repreSents 
Bailey. 

One of the investigators in the 
shooting. then State ·Trooper 
Sgt. Fred Knight. died .a few 
weeks ,ago while serviJ'lg as 
sheriff of Greene County. · 
Bailey told Knight tie. had 
broken into a oottage at . Lake 
Tahgka°nic and had taken a 
revolver he had seen there. 

Bailev hid m a car outside 
the plant. When his wife came 
out with the 11 p.m. shift and 
began to get into the car of 
another man, with whom Bailey 
alleged she had been going he 
opened fire at h~. according 
to the records. The second man' 
jumped out of the car and 
escaped injury. Remorseful. 
Bailey drove his wife to 
Columbia Memorial Hospital. 
but she was dead on arrival. 
~iley was taken into custody 

at the hospital by then Hudson 
police Patrolman Louis Dolan. 
who was recently appointed bo,r 
Mayor Samuel T. Wheeler as 
acting commissioner of the city 
Youth Department. 

Bailey was indicted for first 
degree· murder, but pleaded 
guilty to first degree, man­
slaughter. 

sible act, committed on a l2-
year~ld child; would be tot­
!111~ mexcusable in a nonnai 
~vidual. However, 1, am 
satisfi~ that Y<>U are affli­
cted WJ~ an a'?nonnality which 
~ utunediate treatment 
It ~ ~ttable that y~ 
P8.Ychiatr1c report is such that 
this ~rt . cannot commit you 
at this pomt to a more suit.a­
ble institution than Clinton Pri-
8?n. However, you will be 
given a co~te ,physical and 

ent.al examination there and 
. nsterred to a more aPPn>­
ate place of confinement in 

due course. 
"Your employer has assured 

me that when you have become 
rehabilitated and are ready" for 
discharge, he will see to it that 
you get your job bact. 

"It is the judgment and sen­
tence of this court that you be 
~nter_Jced to an iadelinite term 
m. Clinton Prison, Dannemora 
said term not to exceed foui 
years. 'Ib!s means you may be 
released, m the discretion Of 
the Department '* Correction 
after one year, providing of 
COut$e that you have reached 
a satisfactory social adjust­
ment so that YoU are no I~ 
ie.~ a public danger. 
. . y OU are remanded to tbe 
custody ~ the Sheriff in accor­
dance with the judgement here­
by Pronounced. &il is exon­
erated." 

. HUDSON-13ec-ause the 
is hearing a voutbful ~ cou11 
case that . . OuerJder 
days th ma.v take SE!\"eraJ 

. . ree cases schedllled 
Yesterday were recessed to Feb 
10 by Judge \\."11" . 
Christiana. 1 iam F 

f By law. the public is excluded 

hrom a .vouthfuJ offender f'<lnng. 

Cases adjoumed to Feb 10 were : · · 
Francis R. Cahill Jr .fi!dlon 

charged with . .. . 
burglary : refJ("esented ": ~'::! 
Defendet Ado(~ Matti . ~ --

Samuel Gri . '9· 
charged With ~ ~r.. Hu~·on. 
a hv~ cnmrnall.v selling 
represented b c instrument; 
K!tgan of Alb .V Atty. Thomas 

R. anv. 
1chard R ri-h · w i t h . . . •w rer. char£ed 

cnmmaJ !" · 
h o m i c i d e . neg igence 
Tho . represented br 
D~t s F. Turley of Niverville 

is . Attv Ro . . 
represented .th ger . Miner 
all cases e Prosecution in 



t HUDSON-A study of a bill 
of particulars granted Marshall 
Leggierio of Hudson, under 
indictment as a result of a State 
Police raid in the Hudson area 
on Nov. 23, 1968, discloses that 
the defendant is not charged 
with the "sale" of a drug. 

Th e indictment alleges 
criminally selling drugs in the 

. third degree. 
Upon the occasion when 

Leggierio pleaded innocent to a 
charge based on an affidavit 
made by a State Police un­
dercover agent, Atty. Adolph 
Matties of Hudson, representing 
Leggierio, moved that the 
defendant be granted a bill of 
particulars. · The motion was 
granted by County · Judge 
Willlam F. Christiana. There 

no objection by Dist. Atty. 
ftoler~. 

Pursuallt to the order. l>i.st. 

ot ~harged 
f Drugs \'~>..°' 

. er has filed ·the • A bill of particulars given 
following bill of particular with Fred Wise of Kudson on motion 
0 o u n t y Clerk Harold D. of his attorney, John B. Justice 
Leggett : of Albany, alleges two sales of 

·'That one Marshall Leggierio narcotic drugs ' on the same 
on the 15th day of November. night and on two occasions to 
1969, at the Paramount Grill , Investigator Lamanna. Wise 
located at 225 Warren Street. has pleaded innocent on both 
in the City of Hudson, County counts. 
of Columbia, at about 6 p.m. The bill · of particulars, also 
did give and dispose of to I. filed with the county clerk, 
D. Lamanna, an investigator of. alleges that Wise on Nov. 10. 
the New York state police, a 1969, at about 9:30 p.m. at 
dangerous drug, to wit : two ColW¥hia Street in Hudson. sold 
c a p s u I e s identified as l..an)anna a narcotic drug, to 
Dexedrine, containing dex- wit: heroin, for $10. It is 
troamphetamine s u 1 fa t e , a c~rged in the second count, 
stimulant drug." qnd also denied by Wise. that 

The Hudson defendant 's case pn the same night about one 
had bee11 adjourned to Jan. 6. hour later and on Columbia 
Since the bill does not charge S t r e e t , that the Hudson 

him . with "sale," the alleged defendant sold Lamanna a 
illegal involvement, if any , must narcotic drug, to wit : 
await court argument or a Marijuana (cannabis sativa) for 

ible trial. S5. 



. 
l~lfDSON"-Michele Pierro 1 seuor ·at Hudson High School s~ding boy an,f girl wi, 

an~ James Dayjd S.11lith, ~ their ju~dictioh based 
S8llor at,. Oclcawarnick Central I ea d ~rs _h.i P ' citizenship ap­
School, nabe won the E;lks pre c J a t I on . . perseverance. 

' youth Leadership Contest resourcefulness .and iense of 
sinisored b.Y .Elks Lodie 787 , honor, neat rt es s and 

Second place was won . b,Y arra~~ement _of a brochur. and 'llmont . Na· 
Nancy . Lynn Rh()(les of ~~o~~~e with .the.instructions the daughter of Mr. a~d Mr 
Ockawarruck and Craig· Ham The _ · ~ · Howarl!' Rhodes of Philmont · 
blet _of Hu"°'1 High Sc~. - coot.esta~r:~':~ · P~e~red _by and Craig, the son of Mr and 
~cliaele . anq David will . n .m m1ormatton Mrs. Frank J . Hamblet of 7 

receive portable typewriters concerru'!g their activities. Livingston Pkwy 
from the local Elles Lodge and ~~~ ~ey have won, and Others participating in the 
::: s:rtcunity to compete in j~f ves ac i~vements _and ob- contest were Regina Karp of 
$600 Th ont~t for a prize of ., welfare of prornotmg the Hudson. Linda Kozel of Hudson 

: e national Winners Will comm ·t the youth Qf the Lois Beth Levine of Hudson .' 
~:a~~- a $2.000 savings bond A :. t:.~ from a parent Michelle Marie Caggionelli of 

~ d HLK15on, Janet Koslowski of 
As s~d place Winn . e ~ c r 1 b 1 n g the · applicant's Gepnantown. and Marv Lou 

Columbia County Na ers m f~ly background is included. Lasher of Germantown. 'Joseph 
Craig will be award:Y la~ as is a letter of endotsement Nero entered too late to be 
dESk sets. . c oc from a . person, not related to judged. Parker pen and pencil 

nie awar~ will be presl!flted t~e applicant, giving an opinion sets will be awarded to these 
on Feb. 3, by Exalted Rul o the charact~. industry, Contestants ... 
Roger Miner er ~efulness. dispositiOQ and Joseph McCrudden. David 
. Elks lodg; select the t ·. gme~ worthiness of the McCulloch and Joseph DeCinti 

ou - candidate. News clippinizs and were judges for the contest 

omOn· Char!;f 
With Murder ,_.:;+~ 
CaUs For, Hearing HUDSON-Legal attacks on ' Defense counsel 's 

two phases of the State Police motio~ entitled "to dis 
raid in Hudson in Novembei of inspect" contains an a 

HUDSON- With trial and 
grand jurors reporting today to 
County Judge William F. 
Christina. counsel for Leonore 
Coons. 26. of Hillsdale. RD .. 
charged with murder. has 
served notice on Dist. Atty. 
Roger Miner for what is 
commonly referred to as r­
"Huntle\: hearing". 

The hearing, an automatic 
J?TOCess upon demand. will be 

, an inquiry b\' the defense to 

1968 have been raised bv John Att~· . Connor. 
determine if anv statement she G. Connor of Hudson. aitomev He sets forth that 
mav have made in the case. for Frederick De Lavalle. this move the court 
waS made voluntarily. city charged with the criminal Christiana l for an 

The woman is charged with , sale of drugs- and will be heard raiuiring the District At 
shooting her husband. Kenneth during the term of Count:-· Court office to "allow !i"d pe 
Coons. 57, on Aug. 24, 1968. the which was convened todav bv defendant and hJS attor 
wound allegedly causing his 1 Jud~e William F. C~ristiana . · examine. investigate, 
death . The questions concern ; spect such quantities o 

Judge Christiana will conduct • 1-Validitv of a search warrant as alleged in the Peoo: 
the hearing on Feb. 14. Pending and ' of particulars dated 
developments. it is indicated 2-The right to examine the 1968. or now withl 
that the Hillsdale woman's trial drugs allegedlv sold bv possession of the state 
will begin on Feb. 17 . or DeLavalle. · city police. or Distri 
shortlv thereafter. Dist. Attv . Roger Miner has tomey's office. pe~inmg 

Thq indictment alleges that been served notice that Attv . charges from. Indictmer 
Mrs. Coons shot her husband Connor will argue a show cau5e 1990 1 against De~valle 
with a .22 caliber revolver order assailing the legality of to make , an:v mdep 
during an alleged argument at a search warrant used bv State ex a m 1 n at 1 on necess; 
Coapke Lake. Police Investigator L. D. determine ~he contents r 

The defendant. who has been Lamanna in obtaining the drugs now m the posses5 
at liberty on baiL is represented alleged evidence which resulted Connor also urg~ an 
bv Att\· · Carmi Rapport of in an indictment being returned be granted t~ obtain a c 
Hudson. He will represent her against DeLavalle. any atllt"a! reports pel1 
;it the Feb. 14 hearin_g and Dist ama the findings bv the 
Attyl Roger Miner • a,nQ. ce or experts emplo• 
' . .aadis Wi'inirt ifor District Attorney's 

ent the P raid. State and local polire re.rtaining to the rontents 
rated on the raid. drugs now .held. 



. 1,. 

Wife Mu.rder·t 
years. 

u: Bailey Obtai~ t 
nobis he seeks !Writ 
he will have complet 
year maximwn under 
phase of the sesitence a 
be elijible for release. 
~.has already comp! 
rrurrumum under both ·Seeks Freedo 

accused her of runnir (}5 years) but never 
HUDSON-Rennel A. Bailey, 

~3. of Hudwn. who claims he 
"bas already serve<I enough 
time for ~nslaughter. • was 
returned Tast night from Clinton 
State Prison at Dannemora for 

and when she was g admitted to parole. 
another man's car. l' . A heavy calendar is sc 
her. .w County Court for F 

The second man ju Ult it is nQt · kn09ft' 

a hearing. · • 
·Assigned by Shenff Dewey A. 

Lawrence to bring the convict 
to Hudson for a proceeding 
bef6re Connty Judge William F. 
Christiana were Depty ·Sheriffs 
Ted Chidester and Gary Ter­
wiliger. 

AD der for the prisoner's =......- obtained by Public 
t . .lfilph Mattie;. 

A o..t ~rd of over 20 
years 91Q lil the basis of 
~ey'I _.. ifease from 
pnson. 

It was in wie; 1MI that the 
man shot his Wife to ..eath in 
Greenport. He bnlU int4 a 
cottage at Lake Tapanic and 
stole a revolver. · ~ went to 
a )Jlllnufactory i!l·Greenport and 
waited for.her to come out with 
a shift that completed work at 
11 .p.m. The defendant had 

of the car and ran. when the convict's cas~ 
Bailey drove his · wif beard. 

Hud.5on Hospital but However, Judge 
dead on arrival. order to Sheriff Dew 

He pleaded guilty ' ~wrence, delivered 
slaughter and his pn;on warden, direct 
c;onsisted of two parts i: Bailey be produced in 
law which prevailed Feb. 10, "or as 
time. He was given thereafter" 8S' the case 
years on the maN raached. The order 
charge and an additir the sheriff to bold' the 
to 10 years for the • the Columbia Cowity · 
dangerous weapon. the case has been dis 

Bailey contends he t Hudson. after w · 
arraigned on the ch<. is. to ~ returned to p · 
which he was given ~blic Defender Mp 
smtence. but this is r 8$Stgned by the 
by the People. Division to repres 

However, it is repor be!ore Judge Christi 
no record was made pmoner petitioned 
office of the county cler court for counsel as 
of the· 5-10-year con "person" without funds 
There a're no ste~ counsel. Dist. 
minutes availabie Miner and Asst:. 
stmographer who se Charles Inman will 
trial has been dead · 

. . ~-?-&'1 

Goodell COncels 
Go·P, Speech Her·e 

HUDSON-A guest speak · f be' gh e1 IS or the event and reservations 
oun mA sou . t fo~ the. annual have also been made by State 
ay g dinne:1bhcans Lincoln's Senator Douglas Hudson and 
ozel's We;t to beheld at Assemblyman Clarence D. 
u S Sen Ghent. on Feb.11. Lane. Reservations have been 

00
· ~ · Charles E. Goodell. made by all Columbia Countv 
now~ to s::;ve been the guest. political office holders. · 

m ra. It :ovas learned ~ncing will be enjoyed. with 
t h~ will not be music provided bv Archi 

country until Lebrecht and orche5tra. e 

. 't • IU 

J est~r1:1zj . . .. ~ · . 
. . • :~1iner movect that 
trial of FtE!derick 

Lav.,, Hudson. on in-
ctments charging third degree • 
·-glary and attempted grand 

arceny · be fi>led for Feb. 17 
'1 County Court at Hudson . 
bef?r~ Judge William f . · 
Christiana and a jury. 
' There was no objectio11 on the 
part of John G. Connor, counsel 
fer the defendant, and the court 
ordered that the trial is to !>­
tarted on that date. 
DeLavalle has pleaded m­

ocent to the crimes which were 
~edly committed at the 

ruversal AUas Cement Co 
·Feb . . 10 was set as the. 'fiate 
n which Atty . Connor will 
k~ '!'otions with respect to '. 

an indictment which charge­
D~valle with the alleged 
cnmm~I sale of drugs, a charge 
to which he has pleaded ~ 
aocent. . 

Attr Conndr . · raising the 
question of the ~ of 3 

sea~h warrant used by a St.te 
P~1~e undercover man in ob­
talll!ng the alleged evidence 
against the defendant, and 
defense counsel is also seeking 
an order from the court which 
would require the District At~ 
tomey's office to permit the 
defendant and his counsel the 
opportunity to examine and 
1ns~t the alleged drugs per­
tauung to the indictment 
returned against the Hudson 
defendant. 
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Police Information 
I 

The information on whicti Nero was arraigned 
y District Attorney· Roger Miner, who had worked 
!most constantly on the case sinee it broke, was 

luded in a -deposition by Investigator Potts, senior 
vestigator attached .to Troop .K, at Hawthorne. 
The depe>Sition . recounted that the girl's death was 

aused by "re~ted blows about the head an.d body 
ith a claw hammer and a small knife .. . " ·It added 

t the Immediate cause of death was wounds to 
e head "by a tool or instrument capable of bemg 

as a bludgeon." . · 
The girl's body was found Saturday morning about 
o'clock on county r6ute 31 (Blue HiH Rd.I. 100 

ai'ds from the home of Livingston Town Supervisor 
Id P. Kline, bv Harold Ellis. Ellis. who lives 

· Route 31, said he spotted the body of the brown-· 
ired, blue-eyed girl as he drove along the highway. 

The body was just off the roadway. He notified 
~te !)?lice. 

j 

t f: I • ,; t ~ 

, . ~ter several hours (>f investigati<m •. identific 
of . the body was madt: through .a high schv::>I 
bearing the in~tiels ··J.M.K," • 

· Dist. Atty. Miner woul~ comment on the c 
except to say shortly atter'..9 p.m. Sunday tt)(}t 
defendant was in cllStody and was charged 
homicide. . . 

Nero. who was questioned for several hours • 
his activities on the night o( the alleged mur 
was ·arrested at 6 p.'iri. at the State Police sub-stati 
at Claveraek. · · • , t· • ~ 
· Based on an autopsy ~rdered bY c&roner Do 

•Tltacy ol Hudson, Dr. Joseph BeilaDJY. patholo · 
a~ ,Columbia Memorial Hospital, te.J>:O~ed that th 
girl s death was caused by a fracturi!it 'Skull. Th~ 
was no evidence of a sexual attaclt'. • - . 

While there was no ' offici~ version. it a~r 
that the actual death blows occurr~ at, OJ< n 
where the bodv was found. There ',Vas no r 
from any oJficial when a reporter . a8ked tV~eth · 
death had been instantaneous. . . 

Miss I\flric' a~red to. ll'ave suffered· rouitipl 
blows. It was observed that none of h~ Yin 
nails was broken and it is reported that the, auto 

' showed no injwies to either · han(l w: Jn ,.{>t 
Plrut • C6 
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Hudson 
Denied .Ba. 
Murder COs 

By NAN HENDRIX 
Times-Union Hudson Bureau 

HUDSON - Michael Joseph 
Nero entered a mandatory plea 
of innocent to a murder charge 
Monday and was held for grand -
jury action in the death of Hud­
son High School senior Jolane 
Marie Karie. 

w~o said the fami.; 
,sought to retain hir· 
vate attorney. He saic. 
ly, however, does not h 
for a lawyer, so he will 
ca·.se as public defenci ~r Arraignment began at 11 p.m. 

Sunday, shortly after • ero's ar­
re~t by State Police, but was ad­
journed to Monday in Columbia 
County Court to permi~ the 18-
year-old boy to obtain counsel 
and have his family present, 

Nero wa-s charged wltb beat­
ing his classmate to death . with 
a claw hammer and a small 
knife. The information against 
him said the girl died of a Irac-

it.ured skull caused by puncture 
wounds from the bludgeoning. 

Ace<>rding tO the information, 
the girl died about 1l :30 p.m. 
Friday after she reportedly lef:t 
a party for a friend. 

Bail was denied by Columbia 
County Judge William F. Chri·sc 
tiana because of the brutality of 
the crime, he said 

No Bail 

Matties. entered a tor 
of innocent to thr 
charge for Nero and w..1. 
further legal rights, inci... 
preliminary hearing. 

Stops Tears 

Nero rubbed his eyes w 
tears during the court a. 
ance. while his mother ~ 
quietly in a seat behind hi 
parent·.;;. Mr. and Mrs. A 
Nero of Joslyn Boulevar 
peared quiet and shak 
court. They were permit' 
see their son immediately a 
wards in a special roon. 
aside for the purpose. 

Nero was a classmate of 
Karie's in the class of !!!GS 
Hudson . High &hool. S1ie ' 
the 17-year-old sister of a st 
policeman, Peter Karie. District Attorney Roger Miner 

recommended no bail, particu­
larly since the County Grand 
Jury is presently in session and 
will handle the case immedi­
ately. 

Funeral'servic~ will be tocl 
at 9 a.m. at the Redmond an 
Keller Funeral Home at 4J 
East Allen Street, Hudson, a 
at 9:30 a.m. at SL .Mary 
Church. Hudson High Schor 
classmates will be bearers. Bu, 
ial will be in Cedar Park Ce.m 
tery. 



""'crw-.Judge William F. housemother. or supervi · · 
. •• .._ · Ar~·a Wi ; ~l'I" 

...ile[ to h ve 
~ .su noth· :, ' '!>une11 . . at 
the • ew or'~ State Training 
School for Girls. will have 
hearings on Wednesday. befQre 
County Judge William F. 
Christiana. 

The cases of Patricia Purell 
and Alicia .Wilson, charged with 
being wa¥ward rrunors. were 
adjourned· to that date when 
thev were ,before the court qn 
a ·warrant issued by Judge 
Christiana. 1be hOusemother 
petitioned for the warrant. 

Dist. Atty. Roger Miner 
represents the Pfllllle and 
Public Defender Adolph Matties 
11 representlna the _.rls. who 
have pleaded Innocent. 

The girl!! are accU.tled of at• 
t em p ti n g to choke tht 
11owk!mother with a !!Uk arf 
and with bating her on the 
held with their ham~. 

Drug 
HUDSON-Fredericl~ . : 

Lavalle. 28, of H~· ~:inty 
guilty t~Y F. ~tiana to 
~~~ing drugs in the 
bird degree 

t He will ~ sentencecr on Feb. 

26The Hudson man also pleaded 
guilty to attc:m~ed ~ 
larceny at tbe Universal rt 
Cement Corp. in Greenpo 
several montm; ago. Miner 

Dist. Atty· . ~ger of the 
moved disposition De Lavalle 
charges today and Dist 
was represented tr.i'iorlDef . 
Atty. John G. C:- was 
~ed ~the grand jury Nov . 

. 1968. 

• 
: WEST GHENT-A. Bruce Manley of Fredonia, one of 
I Gov. Rockefeller-'.s top advance people in his last cam­
: paign, will speak at tonight's Lincoln's Day dinner at 
) Kozel's. West Ghent. 6:30 o'clock. The eighth annual 
1 dinner is sponsored by the Columbia County Young 
~ Republicans Club. 
1 Sen. Charles Goodell . who has to have spoken. is in 
I Biafra. 
' Manley, a member of the State Tax Commission. was 
J a state assemb~vman from 1956 to 1967 and was appointed 
I first majority whip in 1964. In 1961. he was a delegate 
~ to the Constitutional Conventi6n. 
1 He was educated in Fredonia and at St. Lawrence 
: University. State University College. Fredbnia. and Alban:-.' 
; Law School. During World War II he served overseas 
• with the 106th Infantry Division. 
: With 188 reservatfons in this morning. Mrs . Marion 
! Dodge. reservations chairman. said some 200 are exPeCted 
jto attend. Kozel's par~ lot has been cleared and no 
, snow problems are anticipated. 
: The Lincoln's Day award will be presented by Russell 
: Baller. club president. District Attorne\· Roger MiW 
:will be toastmaster. 
• Normand Tanner is diMer chairman 

ve been plaMed by Nina Barnard and 



HUCSON--Onlv a few hours 
after funeral sefvices today for 
slain 17-year-old Jolane Marie 
Karie, Dist. Atty. Roger Miner 
was presenting evidence in that 

~ case before a grand jury at the 
Columbia County court house. 

However. earlv this afternoon 
investigators and others who 
played roles in the probe that 
led to the arrest of Michael J. 
Nero. 18. of Greenport. were 
seen at the court house. Some 
were standing in corridors and 
others were observed entering 
the prosecutor ·s office. 

Earlier. the prosecutor. who 
has been with the investigation 
almost constantly since the 
girl 's body was discovered 
Saturda.v morning beside a 
highway in Livingston, would 
not comment when asked if the 
case was being taken up toda.v 
b.v the inquiring bocfy. 

'fhe attractive girl and Nero 
were senior classmates at 
Hudson High School. 

The work of a grand jury is 
secret, and what takes place 
behind its closed doors may not 
be revealed or discussed. 

No definite date has been set 
as to when the presj!nt grand 
jury will submit its findings to 
Judge Wi. lliam F. Ctfistiana. 

' 
The February grand jury has 

a number of other cases to 
investigate and it is likely it 
will com~et~ all wort called 
to its attention before making 
a presentment to Judge 
Christiana. However. it is 
JQsibJe to make a partial 
report, 

The .vouth obviously 
a~red to be fighti~ ,

1 
crying. Two or three ti •,, 
daubed at his eyes . 

Before an.v formal tion i 
bail Could be made. Dist. A•· 
~er objected to fixing 
unt!I the grand jury 
reporte(f. The question w­
argued. 

The defendant. who w: 

While ft could be said that the 
girl's case is being speedj]~· 
presented to the grand jury. 
there is no ground for belief 
that a partial. or s ial report. 
will be made of w~t action 
was take!) in the charge against 
Nero. Possible findillES are an 
indictmEflt for murder, an in­
dictment for mansla ghter or 
possibly assault. or the, Voting 
of no indictment. 

The Youthful defendant. who 
is represented by Public 
Defender Adolph Matties . 
Waived for grand jury action 
when his arraignment was 
continued yesterda.v afternoon 
before Judge Christiana. 

the custody of Sheriff L 
It. Lawrence. and D~?U· 
t\nnando Martin and Jr., 
Laccetti during the · 

Please tum tt. ' 



. ry 
,,.. _I j-fc, 9 

: wo key witnesses D e f e n d e r Adolph Matties 
. .. vital 1948 court representing him, Dist. Atty. • 
. they were responsible Roger Miner represented the 
' e not available, and a Pe o p 1 e . Public Defender . . , . 

.ct man, serving a term Mattie; was with the prisoner an additlol1al five tq 10 ~~rs 
nanslaughter, is back in on assignment of the Appellate on a wmpon charge. Vnder_tfle, 

··in today with 10 years Division. • c~nal: code then . in I 'e}fec\ 
1jled off his maximum sen- The defender had Bailey ~tional , time ~d be pieted 
ice. brought here on an order o& •put {t •~ngerout •eap6n was 
Returned Saturday to Clinton tained from Judge Christi;ma . used ·hr. the commi_ssiori·· of .. a 

•'rison at DaMemora was A. for a hearing ->n a s~tl!tce ai:tme. · Bailey ~d shot Ills 
Renne! ~ey: c?nvicted of the im~ed in 1948. . . •. w1f~ . . 1 • 

death of his wife m late 1947. Badey had peaded"guilty in J?ist. Atty. Miner, 1 m 
Bailey appeared Friday af· 1948 to manslaughter ~ ". -the' proceedin·g f!ldaY; . c 
t~ before County Judge shooti g uf Wife outSide a there ""'a~ ~ . l"f'('O~ 
Wilham F. Christiana. Public Gree oort m nufactoiy. Please~,. &o 

HUDSON-Acc~ed of assaultf'ng a ~other during 
a "mutiny" at the State Training School for Girls at 
Hudson. two inmates yesterday afternoon were sent to 
the Westfield State Fann for Women. . 

Adjudged wayward minors by County Judge Wilham 
F. Christiana and removed to the institution at Bedford 
Hills were Alicia Wilson. 16. and Patricia Purell. 17. 

It was alleged that a housemother was choked. hit 
on the head with a hard Object. and hair pulled from 
her head. 

The girls were tak~ to the state farm by Jail Matron 
Carol Fredericks and Deputie; Ted Chidester and Gary 
Terwilliger. The length of their stays is indetenninate 
and they will be released at the discretion of the State • 
Department of Correction. 

Dist. Atty. Roger Miner appeared for the People and 
Public Defender Adolph Mattie; represented the defen­
dants. 

Brought before the court on a charge of violation of 
prtlbation preferred by Director of Probation Frank Ap­
pleton, was Richard Van Zandt. Jr . of Coxsackie. for­
merly of stuyvesant. The case was adjourned to Feb. 
24. Judge Christiana assigned Public Defender Matties 
to represent Van Zandt. 



.. Christiana Withdrew 

Judge· Assigned Coon 
a member of the firm of CQffin, 
Irunan & Christiana and was 
pennitted by statue to engage 
in private practice. Under 
prei;ent law. a judge of a court 
of record is a full-time judicial 

HUDSON - State Supreme 
Court Justice Russell Hunt, 
administrative judge of the 
Third Judicial District, today 
assigned Judge Philip Coffey of 
Albany to preside at the murder 
trial of Mrs. Leonore Coons, 26, 
of Hillsdale. 

The Jury trial is scheduled 
to begin April 1 in Cmnty Court 
at Hudson. 

Coffey. who is Family Court 
Judge of Albany County. wa' 
assigned after Columbia Count~ 
Judge William F. Christiana 
notified the courts' ad-

minis t rat or that he had 
disqualified himself from 
presiding at the trial. · 

Mrs . Coons is charged with 
fatally shooting her hm:band, 
Kenneth. 57, last Aug. 24 at 
Copake Lake. 

Judge Christiana disqualified 
himself Friday afternoon motion 
of Atty. Canni Rapport, counsel 
for the defendant. The motion 
was based on the fact that 
Judge Christiana. at a time 
when 11e was engaged m private 
practice, had represented Coons 
in legal matters. This was 
several years ago when he was 

officer. · 
Dist. Atty. Roger Miner will 

prosecute the muder indictment 
and Mr. Rapport will be counsel 
tor tht· defendant'. 

HUDSON-E. 'Stewart ·Jones· . • Greenport.- Nero and the girl ferred. ~'.yet with the de e1 
• 

f Troy. noted attol"f!ey ·o(· the wire • Hudson High school . dant.. ·The' AlQ3ny trial may not , 
iminal and civil courts of the seniors , be concluded ·for a few days " 

district, - ·ruis been ·.retained to Reached Coday shortlv. before and it may be Thursday or Ch. 
repre;ent Micha!>J J . Nero, 18, enteriit state Supreme Court Friday before- Mr Joi\es will laid 
of Greenport, on ·a charge of at ~ where he is trial be in Hud.5on to talk to Nero. Inv t 
murder. • counsel in a· civil case. Alty . The grand jury's report will statior:. 

The youth is being held JoneS coofirl.aed that he , had be given tomorrow or Thursday station' 
without bail . in the Columbia been retainediast night by the to Cottnty Judge William F. The • 
County jail awaiting a grand youth's family. · . Christiana. The exact date will represent 
jur.· report on its investigation The 1a~. a.. leading trail depe!'!d upon whether there are request 

0
' 

into the bludgeon death Feb. 7 , figure fqr 3a years in the Third later cases requiring the at- the fami 
of Jolane Marie Karie; 17, of Judicial islrict. has not con- tention of the grand 1urors. 

Attorney ~g~'t ~iscuss 
Psychiatric Exam -For Nero 

The Grand Jacy of the Countv 
of Columbia by um indictment 
accuse Miebael Jmeplt Nero of 
the following crime: Murder. 
. contrary to Ped1 Law, "Section 
125.25 Sub-Dlvision 1. Roger 

assault: David Brightlv of 
EI i z av i II e . burglary,' third 
degree larceny and petty lar­
ceny: Harry Doyle. RD Red 
Hook. third degree burglarv. 
third degree grand larceny and 
petty larceny. 

HUDSON-E. Stewart Jones of 
Troy, coumel for Michael J. 
Nero, 18,. Greenport, charged 
with murder, today would not 
discuss whether he would move 
for a p;ychiatric examination of 
the defendant. 

Atty. Jones told a Register­
Star reporter that he would be 
in lludson tomorrow and would 
confer with the defendant. held 
at the county jail without bail 
in the bludgeon death of Jolane 
Marie Karie, 17. of Greenport. 
whose body was found Feb. 8 
in Livingston. 

Associated with his father in 
y~ng Nero's defense is Atty. 
E. Stewart Jones Jr. · 

It is likely that the defendant 
wi. be arraigned earlv next 
w~ before County · Jwge 
William F. Christiana. J 

the indictment hande<f up 
vesterday afternoon said : .. . 

Miner. district attomev of 
Columbia Cour •• y. · 

In its presentment, the 
inquiring body said it had in, 
vestigated 18 separate criminal 
matters and reported 16 in­
dictments, 10 of which were 
sealed. It further said: 

·'The Grand Jurv visited the 
Columbia County' jail and 
wishes to commend Sheriff 
Dewey A. Lawrence and his 
staff for the cleanliness of the 
jail and the orderlv manner in 
which it is nm." · 
.1' ~ addition to the murder 
iiidiclment. other open in-

tments reported were George 
Ha:;ier. Jr Fingar Rd . 
G r e e n po rt i;econd degree 

'. The grand jury report was 
signed by Paul Berman. 
f o r e m a n : Grace Mullins. 
a~s.istant foreman, Shirley A. 
Fingar. clerk. Ji'rancis Kennedv 
Henry K. Schools. Mildred 
Wilson. Helen R. Weeks. Elmer 
Allen, dith P. Mesick. John 
M. Webster. Winfield Sagen­
dorph. Joseph Hamy. Albett 
Bednar. John H. Smith. Fred 
A. Mermann. Earl M. Baker. 
Gordon Kelly. John Murphy. 
Harold A. Skol. Edwin R. 
Strehler. Herbert Bani~ 
Walter M. Turner. , 

Atty. Jones said be had 
served anv notices of mot' 
on the district attorney. 

rtp t: ~lie youth. 
d jury· does not 

e bill ttre' defendant 
will be relased. ·:' ··u an in­
dictment is returned. 
arraignment likely will be at 
an earl\- date .that can meet 
the schedules oT Dist.,. Atty. 
Roger Miner and Defense 
Counsel Jones 

Miss Karie's bcKIV was found 
Feb. 7. on Coutv Roote 31. 1Rue 
Hill Roadl near the home of 
Donald Kline. supervisor of the 
Town of Livingston. 



Fo 
By Pierrie L. Dolan was handed up to County Judge 

William F. Christiana. 
HUDSON..:.Michael J . Nero. Word that the ,grand jury was 

18." Greenport, was indicted ready to report was conveyed 
today on a murder charge by to the court by Dist. Atty. 
the February grand jury that Roger Miner. · · 
investigated the Feb. 7 death Nero, accused of the bludgeon 
of 17-year-<>ld Jol.ane Marie death of his Hudson High School 
Karie of Greenport. · senior classmate. is confined. 

·The youth's counsel. E. 
Stewart Jones of Troy. was not 
in the courtroom either. Re is 
engaged in a .civil trial in 
Albany Supreme Court. Neither 
Nero nor his lawver was 
required by statute 'to be in 
court today. 

the indictment before Judge 
Christiana. This is expected 
promptly after defense counsel 
has completed the Albany trial\ 
and _when Dist. Atty. Miner's 
schedule permits. 

June 5. Howe 
thlt the trial 
then. . 

II precedent 
may be anticipa 
counsel. or Dist 
or both. will mo 
Christiana at th 
is arraigned, 
thereafter. 

Term hi June 

Nero was not in the cour- without bail. to Columbia 
troom when the open indictment County Jail. 

However. the efendant. and 
cOUMel . must appear n court 
at the formal arraign nt>nt on 

The next regular term of 
County COOrt \\ill be convened 

Defense coumel has 1~ 
dicated when. and if. he will 
make application ~fore J~dge 
Christiana that bail be fixed , 

\\''hen Nero was arraigned Fi:h· 
10 and his formal plea of .in­
nocent to a murder information 
had been made, Dis~. A~ty. 
Miner objected to ~il bein~ 
fixed until the grand JUTY report 
had been submitted. The 
question of bail was not argued 

then. ended 
Miss Karie had att a 

birthday party in Hudwn on the 
evening of her death. Her body 
was discovered in the Town of 
Livingston abo~t 9 o'clock the 
followin 

HUDSON-Shortly before noon 
today, Edmund Aldrich of 
Philmont and Hugh Kromer of 
Martindale interrupted their 
tt'3il in County Court at Hudson 
and pleaded guilty to reduced 
charges. 

Aldrich pleaded guilty to 
manacing and Kromer pleaded 
guilty to harrassment of 
Richard Jamieson of Hillsdale. 

Judge William Christiana. 
presiding, told the defendants 
he would sentence them on 
March 'l:l . The trial began 
yesterday. 

The defendants conferred with 
their attorney, Thomas F. 
Turley, after the prosecution 
cl~e<i with the testimony of Dr. 
Kendall Stearns and Mrs. 
Richard Jamieson. 

Dist. Atty. Roger Miner ad­
vised the court he consented to 
the pleas to the reduced 
charges. The defendants had 

been charged with 2nd degree 
assault. 

Selected on the jury were 
G e o r g e A. Kattenhorn, 
Hillsdale ; Gustave Dolfax, 
Hu~n ·RD 1; Edward J . 
Strombeck. 539 Washington St., 
Hudson; Harvey W. Moshimer, 
Canaan ; John B. Warner Jr .. 
Niverville: Carol H. Cross, 
Chatham RD 1; John B. Brady, 
Hudson RD 3: 

Harold W. Clark, 243 Robinson 
St., Hu~n: Anthony M. 
Ravish, J~elen Blvd.; Martin 
F. Slattery, Columbiaville: 
Walter G. McCulop, 356 
Columbia St.. Hudson. Winsor 
A . Wolcutt. Gennantown 

The complainant alleged the 
shooting occurred on Yonder 
View Rd., Copake, on the 
morning of Oct. 26. 1968. The 
defendants contend the scene 
was in Hillsdale. 

The defendants were in a car 
with their wives when troublP 
flared Jamie;en ,11legedh 

com ained that the car near! · 

hit him as he was going toward 
his parked car. 

During the discussion or 
a r g u m e n t that followed, 
Jamieson contends he went to 
his car. got out a shotgun and 
shot it into the air as a warning 
to the defendants. The 
defendants claim that while 
Jamieson w.as being disarmed 
the shotgun went off and the 
Hillsdale man was hit. 

Jamieson claims that he was 
followed in a car after he shot 
into tlte air and was running 
in a field on Yonder View Road 
when he was wounded. 

It appears undisputed that the 
w e a p o n in question was 
Jameison's shotgun. 

The Hillsdale man, whase 
wound was not serious, was 
taken to Columbia Memorial 
Hoopital. 

Witnesses who have testified 
are Jamieson, State Police 
Senior Investigator Fred Potts 
;i n d Investigator Robert 
Brenzel . 

Pie 



HUDSON-Dist. Atty. Roger 
Miner today moved that 
Michael J. Nero, 18, of 
Greenport, under indictment for 
tpe alleged murder of Jolane 
Matte Karie, 17, of Greenport, 
be given a rnefiel• examination: 

There was no objection on the 
part of ty. E Stewart Jones, 
~ '"''>Y • 

, When the fonnal order has 
been drawn by Dist. Atty. Miner 
and submitted to the court, 
Judge Christiana may appoint 
the 111ychiatrists who will give 
the mental examination, or he 
may order the examination 
conducted by p;ychiatrists at a 
S~·jlif iJi \ih tiO•!, 'ft>' 

Counsel Jones entered a plea 
of innocent but suggested that 
he desired a plea be entered 
by the defendant himself. 

When Judge Christiana asked 
the defendant how he pleaded, 
the youth who apPPar...-f ralro 
re'~' , , 

charge. The court indicated it 
was ready to hear the motion 
but Atty. Jones, a veteran of 
the criminal and civil cour. 
l?<lid he desired to 
motion in wnH...-



By Pierrie L. Dolan was handed up to County Judge 
William F. Christiana. 

HUDSON.:.Michael J . Nero. Word that the grand jury was 
18.' Greenport, was indicted ready to report was conveyed 
today on a murder charge by to the court by Dist. Atty. 
the February grand jury that Roger Miner. · · 
investigated the Feb. 7 death Nero, accused of the bludgeon 
of 17-year-0ld Jolane Marie death of his Humoo High School 
Karie of Greenport. · senior classmate. is confined. 

·The youth's coumel. E. 
Stewart Jones of Troy. was not 
in the courtroom either. He is 
engaged in a civil trial in 
Albany Supreme Court. Neither 
Nero nor his lawver was 
required by statute ·to be in 
court today. 

the indictment before Judge 
Christiana. This is expec~ed 
prompt!~· after defense counsel 
has completed the Albany trial\ 
and when Dist. Atty. Miner's 
schedule permits. 

June 5. Howe 
tlllt the trial 
then. . 

If precedent 
may be anticipa 
counsel. or Dist 
or both. will mo 
Christiana at th 
is arraigned, 
thereafter, 

Term In June 

Nero was not in the cour- without bail. to Columbia 
troom when the open indictment Gounty jail. 

Defense counsel h.'.r nor 1~ 
dica(ed when. and if. he will 
make application ~fore J~dge 
Christiana that bail be fixed, 

However. the M~nt. and 
couMel. must appear :n court 
at the formal arraign:nent on 

The next regular term of 
County Coiirt \\ill be CQr\Vened 

' When Nero was arraigned Fi:h· 
10 and his formal plea of .m­
nocent to a murder information 
had been made. Dis~. At.ty · 
Miner objected to ~ii bei.n~ 
fixed until the grand JUTY report 
had been submitted. The 
question of bail was not argued 

then. ended 
Miss Karie had att a 

birthday party in Hudson on the 
evening of her death. Her body 
was discovered in the Town of 
Livingston abo~t 9 o'clock the 
followin 

HUDSON-Shortly before noon 
today, Edmund Aldrich of 
Philmont and Hugh Kromer of 
Martindale interrupted their 
trail in County Court at Hudson 
and pleaded guilty to reduced 
charges. 

Aldrich pleaded guilty to 
manacing and Kromer pleaded 
guilty to harrassment of 
Richard Jamieson of Hillsdale. 

Judge Wtlliam Christiana. 
presiding, told the defendants 
he would sentence them on 
March 'J:l. The trial began 
yesterday. 

The defendants conferred with 
their attorney, Thomas F. 
Turley, after the prosecution 
clooed with the testimony of Dr. 
Kendall Stearns and Mrs. 
Richard Jamieson. 

Dist. Atty. Roger Miner ad­
vised the court he consented to 
the pleas to the reduced 
charges. The defendants had 

been charged with 2nd degree 
assault. 

Selected on the jury were 
G e o r g e A. Kattenhorn, 
Hi 11 s da I e; Gustave Dolfax, 
Hudson ·RD 1; Edward J. 
Strombeck, 539 Washington St .. 
Hudson; Harvey W. Moohimer. 
Canaan ; John B. Warner Jr .. 
Niverville; Carol H. Cross, 
Chatham RD 1; John B. Brady. 
Hudson RD 3; 

Harold W. Clark, 243 Robinson 
St., Hudson; Anthony M. 
Ravish, Jooelen Blvd.; Martin 
F. Slattery, Columbiaville; 
Walter G. McCulop, 356 
Columbia St.. Hudson, Winsor 
A . Wolcutt. Gennantown 

The complainant alleged the 
shooting occurred on Y under 
View Rd., Copake, on the 
mornin~ of Oct. 26. 1968. The 
defendants contend the scene 
was in Hillsdale. 

The defendants were in a car 
with their wives when trouble 
flared . - Jamiesen :lllegedh 

com ained that the car near! 

hit him as he was going toward 
his parked car. 

During the discussion or 
a r g u m en t that followed, 
Jamieson contends he went to 
his car. got out a shotgun and 
shot it into the air as a warning 
to the defendants. The 
defendants claim that while 
Jamieson w.as being disarmed 
the shotgun went off and the 
Hillsdale man was hit. 

Jamieson claims that he was 
followed in a car after he shot 
into tile air and was running 
in a field on Yonder View Road 
when he was wounded. 

It appears undisputed that the 
w ea po n in question was 
Jameison's shotgun. 

The Hillsdale man, whose 
wound was not seri~. was 
taken to Columbia Memorial 
Hoopital . 

Witnesses who have testified 
are Jamieson, State Police 
Senior Investigator Fred Potts 
<i n d Investigator Robert 
Brenzel 

Pl 



HUDSON-Dist. Atty . Roe& , When the fonnal order has 
Miner today moved that . been drawn by Dist. Atty. Miner 
Michael L Nero, 18. <>f and submitted to the court .• 
Greenport, under indictment for Judge Christiana may appoint 
tlte alleged murd,er of Jolane the Jl9}'chiatrists who will give 
Marte Karie, 17, of Greenport, the mental examination, or he 
be given a mertel examination. may order the examination 

There was no objection on ttie conducted by psychiatrists at a 
part of ty. E. Stewart Jones, spedfir ill 1it1 tio" 'r'' 
o' ,.,..,• t I , _ 1 

Counsel Jones entered a plea 
of innocent but suggested that 
he desired a plea be entered 
by the defendant himself. 

When Judge Christiana asked 
the defendant how he pleaded, 
the youth. who apoParl>ll ralm 
rr· ' • ' 

charge. The court indicated it 
was ready to hear the. motion 
but Atty. Jones, a veteran of 
the criminal and civil cour' 
~id he desired to s~+ ·· 
motion in wrt•.-· 



Elk,s T'o 
•. .,H_Ost pa;t 

Grand Ru~~e.r 
HUDSON ... Hudson ~dge · of 

Elks '7tr7 'Will-' • hold a ·. 

HUDSON-John. ' Grandinett. 
was elected Exalt~ Ruler v1 
Hudson E\~' lffi~ 787 la·• 

; CERMONT . . • ~- Doris homecoming r~eption and 
cinner for Dani~J .. ,Q'Neil, Jr., 

night. . --: '" . ' :· 
~ . M~bers al89 vqt.ed to 

ash.er was installed as 
P.r~~1.dent of the Ladies 
t\Ulil}ll~ to Clermont Fire 
C?m~ during a 10th an­
~v~rsary banquet Saturdav 
m~t at Clermont Fire Statioo 

Past District ~ Grand 
Exalted Ruler ·.- ot:·the Lodge 
Saturday, Marcb ·22. Coe~ · ·· 

• establish an · ElkS' :1t Ladies 
AiixiliI'Y . first in the history of 

will be served h'oin 6:30 to 7'30· ' • 
and ciiJlner at ~ 1>.m. · · 

~ ·" . ., 
saOt~e, new officers : Mrs. Anni 

. ~nger. vice president: Mrs. 
Dons t-1astro. sic{~rv : Mrs 

1 Anna Jacobson. treasorer: Mrs: 
lit.a Francescott. historian and 
Mrs. Ethel DeSalvo. chaplain. 

A nurn~ of members of the . 
10 Northe:llSt iistrict Lodges i.n 
Troy. Sarato,ga Springs. CohoeS. 
Greenwich, Catskill 

~- Polly Freer was in­
stalling officer with Mrs. Olive 
Moore as.marshall . · 

. Perfect attendance pins were 
given to Mrs. Barringer Mrs 
Lasher and Mrs. Helen' Hen~ 

ickson. one vear· Mn 
leanor Slator. two y~rs: Mrs. 
ay W~mer. three ~·ears : Mrs. 

Mi n n 1 e Heissenbuttle. four 
~a rs . and Mrs. Helen 

Rivenburgh. nine vears 
Fifty attended th~ roast 

ur~ey dinner. catered by the 
ladies of Christ Lutheran 
Church. Supervisor Shennan 
Potts was toastmaster and 
J?1Strict Attorney Roger Miner. 
guest speaker. on "Dru 
Problems with Children... g 

Mr. and Mrs. James Potts 
Mrs . and Mrs . Charles G<>lde~ 
a~d ~r. and Mrs Howard 
Gibson were guests . 

Mrs ._ Hendrickson, retiring 
P r e s l d e n t. presented the 
outgoing officers with gifts and 
t_t\ey also were given corsages 
from the auxiliarv . 
Th~ evening concluded with 

dancing to the music of Bud 
Celentano's orchestra . 
•Mrs. Lasher was general 
hainnan. 

Mechanicville. Hoosick . Falls. 
Glen<! Fills. Rensselaer and 
Hudson are expected to attend. 

_Exalt~ Ruler Roger J . Miner 
will preside at the meeting to 
follow the dinner. .., 

Invocation and benediction 
will 'be given by the Rt. Rev. 
Msg. Thomas J . Lenahan. 
pastor of St . Mar\''S Church 
Hudson. . . 

Mayor Samuel T. Wheeler of 
Hudson will offer the greetings 
and remarks will be by the Hon 
John F. Sweeney of Troy Lodge 
141. past state president: Robert 
M. Balder., S~.. Albany Lodg 
49. past distnct de?Jty. pas 
exalted ruler. member of th 
~ lodge activities com 
mittef.: ~d Thomas J. Strang 
state vtce president. pas 
exalted ruler of the Northeas 
District N .Y. State Elks 
Association. 

The Hon. John J . O'Brien 0 

Whitehall Lodge 1491. will 
gues~ speaker· He is past state 
prendent of the N. y. State 
Elks AsSOCiation and past 
mern~ of the grand lodge 
committee on Judiciary. 

A presentation to O'Neil will 
be made by William C. Yerrick. 
Sr" past state vice president 
~ exalted ruler N. y . State. 
r.ortheast District. . 

. Mi~hael J . Degnan. past 
distnc~ ~ty and past exalted 
ruler IS tionorary chainnan and 
Newt~ R. Watts. past exalted 
ruler. IS general chainnan for 
the affair. 

the Hudson Lodge. . 
Grandinetti will. take ',, 

leadership from ootgoing rw1·r 
Roger Miner at an installation 
of officers dinner April 12 ~· 
8 p.m at the Lodge. _ 

Other officers elected \ast 
night were Patrick Gag\iardy. 
esteemed leading knight: James 
R. PhiUi.~ esteemed loyal 
knight : Wilson G. Shea. 
esteemed lecturing ~ight . 
Winfield Sagendonih· treasurer; 
Martin Mahokin. secr~t'Y : a 
Moses sweetgall. trustee 
years. The resolution to form a 
ladies branch of the flks 
reported\ y recetvecl over­
whelming awroval. The \," 
had been a subject of 
troversy at the dub tor some 

tune. A spokesman said the male 
members felt an auxiliary would 
be a ~eat asset to the LJ)dge. 

David McCulloch Jr .. Harold 
Van 'Tassell and Morris Mi\\man 
were appointed to a commit t ~ 
to initiate ste~ in organizat\on 
of the auxiliary . 



vall·e May ee Calle 
• 

.rippi Defense Witness 
-The court house at 
·zed todaY with an 
m e d report that 
DeLavalle Jr.. of 

tlld be summoned as 
witness at the Trial 
Grippi Jr., 19 Hud-

il of Grippi, indicted 
<large of selling a 
r m i c instrument, is 

for 2:30 Monday 

d been a report that 
sentenced last week 
1lliam F. Christiana 

ths in jail on a 
attemp.ed larceny at 

l Atlas Cement Co., 
be called bv he 

prosecution but there was 
conjecture today he would be 
summoned by the defense. 

Need Court Order 

It will take a court order for 
Sheriff Dewey A Lawrence to 
produce DeLavalle in the 
courtroom. The order would 
have to be obtained from a 
court of record, which means 
County Judge William F. 
Christiana or a justice of the 
State Supreme.Court. 

Nero Scheduled 

f'hristiana on a murder c 
IS Michael J . Nero, 18 
Greenport. 

The court will convene at 10 
a.m. but since there are a 
number of matters on Monday's 
calendar. it is not known the 
exact time when · • Sheriff 
Lawrence will usher Nero into 
the courtroom. 

The Greenport youth is ac-
cused of slaying a high school 
classmate, Jolane Marie Karie, 
17, of Greenport, at Livingi;ton. 
Feb. 7. . 

Dist. Atty. Roger Miner and 
A.5St. Dist. Atty. Charles Inman 
will represent the prosecution. 

Scheduled for arraignment Atty. E. Stewart Jones of Troy 
Monday morning before Judge will ~resent the defendant. - . 

,. : ~1pp1 e s 
eeluc~d Charge 

HUDSON - Samuel Grippi J ed · .9, of Hudson char .r.. u~ation , .adding: "This is a 
l!riminal sale of a ged wi~h !urrung pomt in your life. It 

rteedle aft~r a State w~e~~ ~~~~ l~~ :~e yo~ will be 
was perrrutted today to plead WI eruency. 

The disposition of the County 
Court and Court of Claims cases 
?.1eans that the name of the 

guilty to dis0rd.erly conduct. He 
was placed on probation in 
County Court. 

The develowients came as 
Gr1ppi was s-elieduled"'to -.. on 
trial. ev 

Grippi, a diabetic, is under 
doctors orders to use medical 
treatment for his condition 
. Grippi and his father · have 

signed written releases in 
$600,000 claims against the State 
of New Yo~ for alleged false 
arrest. Notices of the claims 
$.500,000 in behalf of the youth'. 

$~00, 000 by his father, were 
ed m the Court of Claims at 

Atty· Atty· Thomas Keegan of 
•. who represented the 

Grippi in County Court 
represented Grippi· in the 

$600,000 claims and the office 
of Atty. General Louis 
Lefkowitz represented the state. 

'J'.he releases wipe out the 
cl~ agaimt the state. 

I>i:5t· Atty · Miner told Judge 
::~ ~· Christiana he had 

objection to the reduction in 
charge to disorderly conduct 
He said Grippi had 00 cri~ 
record, does not traffic in drugs 
in any form 1¥1d had 
operated with the prosector. co-

The Judge, .in putting the 
outh on probation, said he was 
eased to learn that the 

continuin his 

ffi}'.Stery woman" in the in­
~est1gation , will not come to 
light publicly. She is not a 
~eut resident of Hudson 
but . hv~ here during the in­
vestigation. The case in tbe 
<;ourt of Claims .contended she 
figured ia an alleged "en­
trapment" which resulted in the 
arrest of youlJI ~pi. 

Robert ftlll, · at Hudson 
arrested on a • charge: 
today was placed Cll p.Wation 
for three years. Atty. 1'1iinas 
Kennedy told the comt dlat 
there had been a great 
ference in the defendant 
the. raid and.Dist. Atty .~ 
s a 1 d the defendant hail 
cooperated with his office. 
Atty· Kennedy advised the co 
that the defendant, a high 
school dropout, had resumed 
school. He further sail! the 
yo uth was endeavoring to enter 
a v~ational school when he 
r~eived his high school 
diploma. 

The judge told the defendant 
that his school progress and 
a<l:herence to the probation rules 
rrught .cause a reduction in the 
probation period. 

.Dist. Atty· Miner and Asst 
Dist. Atty. Charles ~ 
represented the people. 



HUDSON-A mystei;v woman. 
who played a role m a Nov. 
23 State Police raid in Hudson 
and some area towns. is a 
pr~minent factor in $600.000 
clam'lS charging false arrest 
made by city residents against 
the State of.New York. 

Samurl Grippi Jr .. 19 of West 
Warren St., and his father are 
tI)·ing to find out th,rough their 
counsel. Atty. Thomas ({eegan 
of Albany, who the woman is. 

The lawyer has endeavored to 
learn her identitv in a . court 
rriotion and has been unable ·to 
force Dist . Atty. Roger · Miner 
to disclose her identity. 

The youth. under indictment 

for alleged sale of a hypOdermic 
needle. <which c:~rge he has 
denied L is suing the state in 
the Court of CfaimsJor $500,000. 
His father seeks $100,000. 

Young .Cri,PPi i$ scheduled to 
go on trial i.n County Goort here 
Mondav. 

He ha$ been at libertv on $350 
bail. 

It is clainied that a woman 
work«i with·· a State Police 
undtrcOVet man in the in­
vestigatilll ,.led to 15 arrests 
of Hudsull. .t. · Valatie 
and Red 1loOi reS ents. 

Court reicordl li&ted the name 
of the ate Police undercover 
man as 1nvestigalQI' Lamanna . 

He was seen entering the grand 
jury room to testify. and it is 
likelv he will be a witness at 
the youth's trial. 

AnY' appearance by 
mystery woman 
speculative. 

It has been reported that the 
young Grippi suffers from 
diabetes and requires the l!Se 
of a hvodennic under orders of 
the fafnily physician. 

Di.st. Attv . Miner declined to 
di~cuss the 'matter. 

T h e Columbia Coun 
p~tor does" not ha · 
ser<e a counsel in the ~iVil 
action against the ·state. In the 
$60,000 claims. the state is 
represented by . Deputy State 

· Attome-< General · Mordicai 
Bressler. He was in New York 
City todaY and could not be 
reached concerning -the state's 
answer to the claims. Attv. 
Kee~n will appear for the 
· l'JI\ residents in the case in 

rt of Claims. which ac­
not expected to be 

for se\'eral weeks . 

the hearing and then start the 
_.triai on the same day will not 

be known until he orders court 
convened next Tuesday at 10 
a.m. 

assigned Judge Coffey to the 
case after Columbia County 

law practice as a member ot 
the H\.ldson firm of Coffin. In· 
man & Christiana. 

Mrs. Coons has been at li 

State Supreme Court Justice 
Russell G. Hunt Albany. court 
administrator of the Third 
Judicial District. winch includes 
f,olumbia County. Justice Hunt 

Judge William F. Christiana 
disqualified himself. 

Rapport asked Judge 
Christiana to dis<lualify himself. 

Judge Christiana did so ex­
plaing that he had represented 
Coons in civil matters when the 
judge was engaged in ~rivat~ 

on bail. 
Coroner Donald Tkacy of 

Hudson ruled that Mr. Coom' 
death was caused by gumhot 
wound. 

Miner will 

Mr 0 Neil is married to the 
form~r 'carolyn s'h~l .. and thre;.:. 
. . Hudson wu.:orC } .I 

sides tem A.e O'Neil Fiorist.S 
opera u.• M' e" Th Honorable Roger III '· 

exal~ ruler. pre:>ided. ~! 
invocation was given by J 
Right Rev. Msgr. 1:homas . 
Lenahan of ~{. MarY s Ch~ 

The guest speaker wa~ 
Honorable John J · J.a:: 
of Whitehall Lod~:,Lt of the 
is a past state ~r~· 
state Elks' Ass 



osier'Gets 1-4 Years For 
Firing Shot In Greenport 

Philmont and Hugh C. Kromer criminally selling a dangerous 
of Craryville. who pleaded drug. was adjourned to. June 2 
guilty March 20 to charges on motion of Atty . Adolph 

HUDSON - George 'N Hosier 
Jr., of Greenport. Thursday 
afternoon was sentenced by 
Coonty Judge William F 
Christiana to one to four years 
at Clinton Prison, Dannemora. 
on a guilty plea to second 
degree assault. 

An indictment returned by the 
March grand jury accused 
q~ier of firing a shot at Edwin 
Nault of Albany in Greenport. 

Sentencing Hosier. the court 
said : "If the shot you fired 
had not been deflected. the 
victim in this instance would 
haVt: been i~tly killed. It 
is your good fortune that he 
was not. Your intent was a 
vicious one. Such dangerous 
conduct cannot be excused. 
Moreover. I am of the opinion 
that you have a problem which 
may need some intense 
psychiatric care. 

"Until such condition is 
properly evaluated and treated. 
you ought not to be at large. 

Your own safety, as well as 
that of the general public 
dictates some confinement.' ' ' 

Edmund P. Aldrich of 

involving Richard Jamieson of Matties. 
Hillsdale. were sentenced. Adjourned to June 2 was a 
A 1 d r i c h was accused of charge against James Kade<> of 
menacing and Kromer of Troy of violating probation. 
harrassment. The court noted Bail was fixed at $1.000. 
there had been settlements in Jn sentencing Bernice Griffin. 
civil actions against the Hudson, to six months in countv 
defendants . Aldrich was placed jail for selling intoxicatin.g 
on probation and Kromer was beverages without a license and 
given a conditional discharge. placing her on probation for one 
Judge Christian said : year on a charge of promoting 

''It is quite true that there gambling. Judge Christiana 
are some extenuating cir- said : 
curnstaqces in your case. ·'Your offenses, while not 
However, you went beyond what grave. are continuous. This is 
was necessary to protect the third appearance you have 
yourself. When you do so, you made in this court as a con· 
take the law into your own victed defendant in as many 
hands and you become an years. We have tried to im­
agressor . _ press upon you on two prior 

"Fortunately for you, the occasions that you cannot 
victim of your -aggression was persistently violate the law. 
not seriously injured although You have previously been 
he might have been. It is my treated with considerable 
understanding that you have leniency because of the rather 
made an agreeable civil set· minor character of your 
t.l em en t with the com- violations. It is obvious 
plaining witness." however. that this has not 

Paul W. Christensen of Akron. deterred you. 
Ohio. was fined $500 on charges "Normally. this court prefers 
of obcenity and possession of · leniency to severity but in your 
a dangerous weapon. A truer. case. leniency has not worked. 
driver. he was arrested in New It is not a pleasant task to 
Lebanon. send anyone to jail, but your 

Harry J . Allen. Hudson, constant repetitions afford me 
pleaded innocent to burglary. little choice." 
third degree. and petty larceny. Dist. Atty . Roger Miner 

An adjournment was taken to represented the prosecution in 
June 2 and bail fixed at $1.000. all cases. Public Defender 

Lester Jones. Hudson the Adolph Matties represent 
fa~her of eight children. charged Allen, Jones and Hosier. Atty. 
with possession of a weapon Thomas Turley represent 
was placed on probation. ' A 1 ~ r i c h , Kromer an 

The case of Marshall Christensen, and Atty . John 
ene. Hudson. charged with Justice represented Bdmice 



County Ma~ .. · strat~.s 
ln~taU · New "Officers 

HUDSON-The C o l um bi a· Albert N. Danzig of Hu~ 
ounty Magistrates A.ssociation f • installed the following officers: 
t its installation of officers: JOhn Ptaszek of Stuyvesant. 
turdav night at Kozel's. prsldent: Robert Dier of 

resente<J past President HarQlr ·~ton. vice-president: 
ieberman of Hudson with a Ricli&rd Genzmer of Greenport. 
aque for h1 services. secretary; and Everett Shadic 

• of Hillsdale. treasurer. 
· Morris J. Zweig. past 
president of the New York State 
W.agistrates A.ssociation. was 
~est s~er. About 150 
persons attended. 

HUDSON-Self-defense mav be 
the claim at the murder trial 
of Mrs. Leonore S. Coons. 26. 
of Hillsdale. which got un· 
derway in County Court here 
this morning with Judge Philip 
G. Coffev Jr. of Albanv 
presiding. · · 

The self defense angel came 
while Carmi Rapport. counsel 
for Mrs . Coons, was questioning 
Edwin H. Hartman of Chatham 
a prospective juror. 

Hartman told Atty. Rapport 
he did not belive taking a life 
in self defense was justifiable. 

Hart.man was excused for 
cause. 

Dist. Atty . Roger Miner told 
the iurors. who were being 
examined inrlividuallv m the 

Zweig. an instructor at 
.Albany Law School. spoke on 
the importance of keeping 
justioe courts active. 

A letter of congratulations 
from Commissioner Vincent L. 
Tofenv was r~d. 

Coliimbia Countv Dil 
Attornev Roger Miner spoke 

g iise by . teenagers- in 
Columbia County. 

The new officers will meet 
tomorrow at 8 p.m. in the Mt. 
Washington House. Hillsdaie. 

The association's next dinner 
eeting is scheduled April 28 

at Kozel's,. . . 

jury box. that the defendant 
was charged with fatallv 
shooting of her ·husband. 
57. on Aug. 24. 1968. at a Copake 
Lake cottage. 

A panel of 75 , jurors was 
drawn to report tQday and the 
list of possible jurors dwindled 
to 30 after legal excuses were 
presented to Judge Coffey . 

tfhe court advised counsel: 
Ju rv Commissioner James 
Oram and Court Clerk Harold 
D. Leggert that the names of 
additional jurors would be 
drawn later today. 

Prosecution and defense each 
is entitled to 20 peremptory 
challenges. Challenges for 
cause are uruimited Each 'side 
is given an additwnal three 

µerPmptory , \a • 
alternate juror takl ; 

In addition to 
concerning possible ac., ... 
tanships with counsel. 
defendant and her family , th 
deceased. or state police 
m e m b e rs . deff'nse counsel 
stressed questioru. of reasonable 
qoubt and that an indictment 
was merely an accusation and 
was not to be regard~ as 
evidence of guilt. 

The first juror drawn. Harold 
S. Bates. of Mt. Merino. was 
excused on a peremptory 
challenge by Dist Atty, Min . 

Judge Coffey will recess ' 
at noon tomorrow, Good 1''riday. 
The trial will resnme \iondav 



HUDSON-The. 12th juror was 612 Columbia St .. Hurufon. a 
leltcted at 11 :23 a.m. today for serviceman. 
the trial of Leqnore Einma In examining some of the 
Coons, 26-vear-0ld mother of a jurors today. Dist. Atty Roger 
five-year-Old daughter. charged Miner said the "defu1se has 
witb murdering her husband. made it clear" there will be 
Kenneth Coons. 57. last Aug. 24. a claim of self defense. No 
N (Qpake Lake . The allege() objection was taken to the 
•eapon was a revolver. prosecutor's theory. 

· Judge Philip G. Coffev. Jr.. Mrs Coons appeared calm 
recessed court at 11 :40 o'clock during the questioning. Defense 
until Monday a.t 10 a.m .. after Couosi!I Cam1i Rapport con­
t;,o alternate jurors were sulted 1Ht1i her before accepting 
chosen. or ~ every juror 

The court said opening examliMldJ 
statements to. the jury would With the panel of veniremen 
be made Monday. depleted at 4:30 p.m .. Thursday. 

Tbe jurist consists of: ' the court order · J111¥ Com-
l·Theresa R. Cherewskv. 251 · Ol:&m 

Lincoln Blvd.. Hudso~ . 
~-lie Opel'jltOr. . 

2-Man· Paquette. housewf . 
26 Ten Broeck Lane. Hudson. 
a.ow.~ F. Dolan. 4 Paddock 

Place. Hudson. a state tax· 
examiner. 

4-Ralph H. Shamblen. 
enlil\eer. New Lebanon. 

$-Evelyn M. McDowell. Star 
Route. Hudson. 

6-Frederick R. Willis Sr .. East 
Chatham RD 1. a transformer 
assembler. 

7-Peter G. ColanBSo Jr .. 
Hudson. road builder. 

8-James &cklev. 454 Union 
St., Hudson. mech<inic. 

9-Charles E. Hoffman. 355 
Watren St., Hudson. mechanic. 

'°'Dorothv M. Hermance, 523 
State St. Hudson. home. 

. 11,Paul R Til on. 
C)nth"t?l 

HUDSON - District Attorney 
Roger A. Miner will open the 
prosecution's case today in the 
murder trial of Mrs. Lenore 
Coons of Copake. 

Jury selection for the trial 
was completed Thursday and 
Friday in County Court here be­
fore the court recessed for the 
J?aster holiday. Several addi­
tional panels of jurors had to be 
drawn before the panel of 
twelve plus two alternates could 
be completed. 

Mrs. cOon!i 
the pistol sla 
Kenneth, 57, 
fense attornr 
had hinted1 a, 
pC1SSi:l:>le key 

Judge Phili, 
will preside, 
liam F. Chris •• 
ifed himself. .1 
said he harl pr 
legal business Cc 
fore his death. 



lather at his C'..<1 lie 1¥1 

cottage. 
In his brief opening at , the 

trial. Attv. Carmi Rapport of 
Hudson. counsel for Mrs. Coons. 
asked the jurors to keep their 
minds of>en until a!l testimony 
had been completed. 

Judge Philip G. Coffey Jr. of 
Albany conferred in chambers 

with opposing coul$el and 
opened the trial at 10:24 a.m. 

Mrs. Coons. 27. ha~ :stead­
fastly in~sted she is innoc 
of the shooting death of her 57-
year old husband. 
· Dist. Atty. Miner accused the 
defendant of intent to cause he{ 
husband's death with a 
revolver. The shooting 
curred about 7 :30 p.m .. 
prosecutor said. 

Miner said that Mrs. Coo 
and her parents drove to t 
cottage. and that Mrs. Coo 
w!lflted to take her baby. 

The district attorney claim 
that an argument ensued wh 
Mr. Coons refused to permit hi 
wife and her parents to .tak 
the child. He said t~e pis~o 
was fully loaded and had ~ 
fully loaded "when it wa 
brought to the scene." 

Miner declared the woma 
:;lllegedl~· fired two rounds a~ 
that Coons died "alm~t m 
stantlv:·· 

Rapport said the story 
Coons will tell ·•needs no am 
plifjcation by me now:· H 
stressed the law·s reasonable 
doubt. 

He said the burden of proof 
was on the prosecution and 
reminded the jurors of court 
instructions with respect to 
reasonable doubt and self­
defense. 

Dr. Roger Bowerhan 
Copake was m the courtroom 
and will be the first witness 
for the prosecution He was 
called on the night of the 
shooting and pronounced Mr. 
Coons dead. 

Dist. Attv. Miner told jurors 
he anticipated lh<' caSl' would 

HUDSON-John A. Grandinetti 
will be installed as exalted ruler 
of Hudson Lodge of Elks 787 
at a formal and IUlprecendented 
ceremony in the lodgeroom 
Saturda:v at 8 p.m. 

The installation of officers 
will take place in the presence 
of non-Elks as well as lodge 

embers. In previous :~rs. 
the ritual has been conducted 

rlvatelv. 
FolloWing the ceremon~·. the 

lub house committee will be 
t at a buffet luncheon-dance. 

ith Tony Cello's orchestra 
rnishing music . 
Daniel J. O'Neil. northeast 
strict depty and past exalted 
er of Hudson Lodge. will be 

installing officer. assisted 
· other past exalted rulers of 
dson Lodge. 

Grandinetti w i 11 
District Attorney Roger J. 
Miner, as the representative of 
tte local )odge. which numbers 
sq>re than 700 members. 

'!'he lodge will honor the ''Elk 
the Year," chosen for his 
· ces to the Hudson Lodge. 
dwin D. Folz and his staff 
serve the buffet. 



5.:a , •• 1e , 1 , u .• 

.... and. J.<:irst ,~tunony wa·.> 
from her two step-children: 

Vicki ·coons,· 12, and Kenooth 
Coons, . 8, · testiijed coricering 
events m the Coons h1>usehold 
last Aug. 24 when their father 
Kenneth, 57, was fourrd dead of 
a •gunshot wound through the 
heart. · 

J 

Mrs. Coon$\ , 271• of Copake,. is 
charged with the slaying. 

Testimony was also given 
Monday by Dr. Robert Bower-· 
han, who pronounced Coons . 
dead at the scene; Dt. Joseph 
Bellamy, who performed bhe au. 
topsy; and a representative of 
surrogate's court. Also testifying 

•J.llle1 ~a1.,, re .enta tio,1 o~ 1, 

prosecut~on'S' case wm probably 
ta.ke until Wednesday mornino 
After he finishes, Defense Au«: 
ney Ca.rmi Rapport will iegtn 
presenting the defense for Mrs 
Coons. · 

JUIY RECESS-· The jury hearing the murder trial of Mrs. Leonora 
Coons, 27, of Hillsdale, a s it recessed for lunch yesterday the 
opening day o' the trial. Mrs. Coons is charged with the m~rder 

of her 57-year-old husband, Kenneth, a t; 
Star Photo by Jerry Porreca) , .• 

Boy Testifies He Saw StepmOt. 
Shoot Fath'er ~ - Admission C/0' 

HUDSON-A County Court 
jury heard Kenneth Coons Jr .. 
8. testify he saw his stepmother. 
Mrs. Leonore Coons. 27. of 
Hillsdale, shoot his father. 

The boy t~tified yesterday at 
the murder trial of Mrs. Coons. 
at which· two State troopers 
related that they heard her 
make oral a<htissions to having 
shot her husband Kenneth, 57. 
last Aug. 24 at Copake Lake. 

Another child of Coons. Vickv. 
12. said she was in the lakeside 

cottage and heard a shot. but 
did riot witness the shooting. 

Her younger brother said he 
saw the defendant's mother 
hand· a gun to Mrs . Coons and 
saw her shoot his father. 

Uilder cross examination bv 
Atty. Carmi Rapport defens.e 
'counsel. the bov said he had 
discussed everit.S l in the case 
with others before his ap­
pearance at the trial. 

Dr Joseph 
1 p a t h o I o ~ i t . at 

Memorial Hospital. said one 
bullet hit Coons in the left elbow 
and another in the chest. Dr. 
Bellamv recO\·ered both bullets . 
which · were admitted into 
evidence with no objection. 

The witness estimated Coons 
had been shot from a distance 
of about five feet and that death 
was not "necessarilv in-
stantaneous .. · 

0 n cross · examination. 
Bellamv said the dista!l('e' 
between the v1ct1m and the gtm 

c'ould have ·· 
M~. Coo,. 

with her c 
to another • 
Atty. Rog ·· 
Rapport ha< 

'1fle wall or 
point out < 
where Olil€' 
Coon· body .• 

Wlten Attv 
holding 1n front 
bar. or pipe. mo• 

Plea" 



-
~mma Coons, 

• • • 
ii length, Miner objected. 
~ying there was no testimony 
iO evidence covering this par­
ltular phase. 

The pipe had been offered in 
$¥idence by the district at­
tl>rney. 
: Defense counsel reserved the 

rjght to re<!all Dr. Bellamy. 
-Trooper Wiiliam R. Blackie of 

Pine Plains. who was on desk 
ciity at Claverack the night of 
$g. 24 told of directing officers 
tq Copake Lake after being 
advised there had been a 
sliooting. 
:While Trooper Brian J. 

Conway of Troy. stationed <1t 
Claverack. who patrolled A\lg. • 
24 in Copake, Hillsdale. An­
cram. Gallatin was on the 
witness stand. Atty. Rapport 
stepped up the Bench. a~ 
parently with a request to 
Judge Coffey. The judge and 
opi>osing attorneys went into 
chambers for several minutes 
to:· converse. The jury remained 
in.the box. 

When testimony was resumed. 
TPOOper Conway told of going 
to.the Coons' residence. 

The trooper said Coons was 
face down on a floor in the 
cottage and "apparently dead." 

The trooper saw a revolver 

Boy Testi 
on a table and that he talked 
with the defendant. When 
defense counsel asked if his 
client had been informed of her 
rights, there was another 
conference . The trooper 
testified Mrs. Coons told him 
that she had shot her husband. 

On cross examination. Con­
way said Mrs. Coons "seemed 
to be dazed. " He trestified her 
father was ··very drunk" and 
that her mother ·'had been 
drinking." 

I Shot Him" 

This brought another 
ference. Brenzel proc 
he handcuffed Mrs. 
placed her under arr 

.told her she did not 
answer any questions 
any information as it c 
used against her. He con 
he asked her if she want 
talk atout it 1 the shooting 
that she replied she did 

He said Mrs. Coons po' 
to where the gun was. 
witness testified he heard 
defendant say to Dr. Bow 
" I don't know whv I did 
and asked "Where did 

Trooper Conway quoted the second shot hit him?" 
defendant as saying. "I shot The witness said the d 
him. I shot him." dant had a valid pistol pe 

Investigator Robert T. He described Mrs. 
Brenzel. 21 Parkwood Blvd.. a - father as "very intoxicat 
trooper for 12 years. said he adding it was his opir}ion 
was enroute from his home to the defendant ·'had 
the station at Claverack. when drinking" . 
he was instructed to go to the Mrs. Irene Ham of 
Coons residence. Columbia County Surro 

He saw the man on the floor Court. identified a gun lie 
and found no heart beat. He had been issued to the 
sllid Mrs . Coons and her parents dant. 
were present. Brenzel said he Mrs. M. Grace Da~· 
asked. "Who did this ?" and that Arthur Finsh of Hu<!S<>n 
the defendant replied. "I did it... Kenneth Smi~h who resides 

At thls point. Rapport was the Town of Claverack: 
told the woman was not advised court officers in charge of t 
of her constitutional rights . jury. 

at . her murder tnal that she 
shot her husband to death as 
he appr6ached her with a heavy . 
pipe in his bands. 

she rdat e..i. . 
Under dir~t ex.amma~1on by 

defense attorney Carrru Ra~ 
port, she described events of 
Aug. 24 : 1 t 

j ,\ H -

Gane F;.m1 tt.~ 1Ln 

Mrs. Coons parents an.v1.-1J 
at her home about 6:30 p.m. 

They had been drinking. she, 
said. and they drove to Coons 

1.1:\\. ~• · 
"No you're no. '- -
anyplace." The rhild ran to her 
mother's arms. but .~oons 
veiled. ·'Put her dowr_i . and 
told Lynn to go back mto the 

" I shot him," she cried out 
in Counts Clurt. Then stie broke 
down and wept. 

Earlier. she had described a 
stormy life with her 57-year-0ld 
husband. Kenneth. who was 
fatally· _wounded at his Copake 

She arose about 10 a.m .. wen 
to her parents' home for lunch 
and consumed three or four 
cans of beer and took 
medication for a stomach 

. cold. then went home. . 

. She was scheduled to pick up 
h five-vear old daughter. er . 

cottage. h 
She testified she took ~r 

pistol from her car and put it 
under the driver's seat of her 
mother's car . 

Coons was on the . cottage 
step:; reading a newspaper. Her 

house. d . 
An argument ensued. unng 

which Mrs Coons said her 
husband pushed or punched her 
in the chest. knocking her down 



I 
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~ 
The last witness Jor the state 
as Sgt. Robert W. Horn. a 
allistics expert. who identified 
he bullet that allegedly killed 

Coons as having been fired from 
lhe .22 caliber rev9lver in 
~vidence. 
I 
; Defendant Testifies 

The defendant. the first 
Witness called by the defense. 
i.v a s • calm during direct 
hamination. She ·said a child. 
J.,ynn. born to her and Coons, 
is five vears old. The child was 
in the "courtroom today for the 
first time. 
1 Mrs. Coons was born in 
Westchester County but moved 
~ Hillsdale when she was four. 
1 She was graduated from 
Ro;iin Jansen High School in 
1959- and took a job at the 
Chase-Manhattan Bank in New 
f ork City. She returned to 
Billsdale weekends. 

She testified she met Coons 
ip October, 1961. when she was 
19 and he was 51. He was 
c$perating a garage in Craryville 
c.(nd she met him when he ad­
v,ised her about the condition 
of her car. They met again 
three weeks later at the garage. 
! She next saw him at her 

!ilrents' home in Hillsdale when 
s~e compensated him for a 
~wn payment he had made on 
another car for her. She said 
t6ey started going out socially 
ill the fall of 1961 and were 
Il}anied March 25. 1962, in 
Hudson. Mass. 

'.He said there were various 
s~parations and arguments ai · d 
r~onciliations. 

:She testified there were ·'good 
~riods" in their marriage. At 
one time, she worked for the 
N'ew York State Tax Bureau. 

!I'here came a time, she said, 
wpen she left her husband 
because "of fights." 
~he said that when they last 

s~rated that her husband 
s~d : "Get out, get out, but 
de1J 't think you're taking the 

baby." The defendant saw'ae. to the Coons' cottage at Copake 
baby daily a( a babyilitt~ Lake about 7 p.m. to get their 
who lived near a trailer In baby daughter. Lynn Coons, and 
which the defendant was that he <Coons) refiised to let 
residing. her have the child. An 

She said that on one occasion argument ensued. She told the 
her husband struck her three i n v es t i g a t o r her husband 
times and another time he hit knocked her to the ground. 
her seven or • eight~ times with Investigator Potts testified 
a clench fist. On July 21. 1968. Mrs. Coons told him that she 
she related, ·when she took her went to the car. got a gun and 
daughter swimming and was shot-Coons.. . 
about 10 minutes late returning, . Potts said the defen~nt told 
her husband "grabbed me and him Cooll!l would not give her 
struck me with fist and open the cl1~d . because "they" had 
hand. I screamed and told him been drinking. 
if he didn't stop I would have · On cross examination, Potts 
him arrested." said he had been with the State 

Mrs. Coons testified her Police for 23 years. and tha 
husband had purchased the he had known Coons casually 
revolver for her at steiner's for 15 or 20 years. 
store in Hudson. She identified The officer said Mrs. Coons 
her pistol permit. had talked freely after he told 

On July 25. 1968, she con- her o( her rights. He added 
tinued, when she went to her he had told her she would feel 
husband's place to get cl'othing better if she got it ·•out of her 
for Lynn for a trip to New York system." 
he threw the clothes and a bill Atty. Rapport queried: 
at her. She said she told him ''Did you ask he_r if her 
she had paid the bill but he mother gave her the pistol?" 
"oeat her on an arm." She Potts answered : "Yes. sir, 
testified he "kept hitting and several times. She told her 
punching me and said 'go ahead story several times." He added 
and have me arrested". She the defendant told him she 
called police, she said, and went didn't want her parents in­
to a judge for a warrant but volved. 
the judge wasn't in. She said Mr. and Mrs. Philip Weiss of 
she sut;,,equently swore out a New . York, vacationing at the 
complaint before Justice Shadic lake. told of hearing two shots. 
for his arrest. At this point. Their cottage adjoined that of 
a short recess was taken. Coons. 

State Police Investigator Fred John J. Minelli, who was 
R. Potts Jr., of Philmont. vacationing at the lake, testified 
testified that Mrs. Coons made the defendant's father and 
an o~ admission at the Coons were arguing and fighting 
Claverack sub-station that she '.l"d . that Coons ha&.. ~ " pipe" 
had killed her husband during m his hand. He leliilied that 
an argument. Coons had kl ll._. wife 

He said he questioned· her down wj• :his Miid md had 
about 9 p.m. on the day of the said The witness said 
shooting. and had advised her u.t- Mrl. eoo.' mother thr 
of her constitutional rights, a to Leonora and tti 
including the right to an at­
torney. He also test~ lllat 
her parents were • .,. alijdye 
and downright nasty.'" 

Potts said the defendant said 
she and her parents had gone 



By PIERRIE DOLAN 

HUD&QN-The murder trial of 
Mrs. Leonore Coons. 27, of 
Hillsdale, will reach the jury 
tomorrow in Catq1ty Court. 

Testimony and rebuttal was 
coocluded at 10:39 a.m. today. 

Judge Philip G. Coffey of 
Albany directed that sum­
mations by Canni Rapport. 
counsel for Mrs. Coons and 
Dist. Atty. Roger Miner begin 
at 1 p.~ .. today. . 

Jucfle Coffey said he would 
deliver his charge tomorrow, · 
then give the case to the jury. 

T h er e was conflicting. 
testimony today regarding the 
character of Kenneth Coons, 57 
years old when his wife fatally 
~ him last Aug. 24 at his 
a,ake Lake cottage. 

Chester Craig of Craryville. 
who bought a garage from 

Coons, said he 
tempered. ..• 

Town Justice Everett · 
Shadic of Hillsdale. who ts 
school bus driver for ttie Rllif' 
Jansen School. said that on Jul) 
10. 1968 he heard Coons say that 
if the wife ·~does not leave me 
alone, and the child, 'I'll kill 
her." 

Defense Rests 

The defense rested at this 
point and opposing attorneys 
went into ~hambers with,Judge 
Coffey, presumably to make 
motions. 

Called by Disl. Atty. Miner 
f9r rebuttal testimony, Vernon 
R. Melius of Copake said he 
had known Coons for 40 or 42 
years and never heard anyone 
say Coons was violent. 

Please tum to page A-2 

ays She 
Shot Husband 
HUDSON - Mrs. Lenore 

:oons took the stand in her o':"n 
defense Wednesdav in .her trial 
for the slaying of her husband. 

After outlining a long history 
of marital difficulties, . Mrs. 
Coons. 27, described the night ?~ 
her husband's death ~d ad!n1t­
ted on the witness stand she 
shot him with a pistol. 

Kenneth Coons, 57, died in his 
Copake home last August of a 
bullet wound in the heart from a 
.22 calibre pistol. 

The defense of Mrs. Coons, 
under direction of her attorney, 
Carmi Rapport', will continue to­
day ii'! county court arid .the ca~ 
is expected to go to the Jury 
day alter. summations aad . 
charge ot the jury by Judge Phi 
lip Coffey. 

Acr , who. fd°rm 
the illsdale-C,opa"e area: 
wa.s a ~w mill partner~ · 
time With COOns. said he h~d 
nev~r heard of Coons' co)U.- k 
mrttutg any ' PhY~lcfal :a<lls .put 
tow~~d-·an.vone"" bUV tHlit he <Vi ·to 
exhibit ~ tem'per t d . · . owar res1 
marumate thin~ . r~ . . · On 

"Bad Temper" . testified 
Mrs . . Coons, who . testified she was 

yesterday on direct examination shooting: 
to "rages" by her husband. was of beer tl 
supported in this contention by was shot. 
two defense witnesses. Samud .. ~h~ sai" 
Flaum of Hollowville and David . Slffiltar· k 
:\finton of Lime Rock, Conn. ·~ h~r hus 
~aum . a Craryville grocer. didn t want 

said he knew Coons about 23 daughter · w 
vears and that he had a parents had 
repu.tation for "a bad temper." s.he said 

Minton said he worked as toxicated w 
manager at Catamount wher. Coons' Copak: 
Coons was employed there as day .of the she 
a mechanic. He said the leavmg for 
m~hanic had a reputation "for transferred tt 
bemg violent." car to her mo' 

"Very Violent" ~·Coons t1 
Near the close of Ion drinking. they -

questioning, Mrs Coons said he~ ~he ~ot~ge to' 
husband "was very violent and er us nd, w 
would go into rages ; that he on t.he tele~ho• 
had a quick tern r .. Sh ~ve the child. 
test.f'ed pe · e did not expect r• 

1 1 earlier that her h 
IL'l~nd an~hrew her to the r:fus:~!ssi~ 

punched or shoved the accuracv. of • 
er. 
The 27-year-old defendant witness for the pi. 

estified that her husband had ·her father had s<.. 
hr t ed h going t.e get it c~ 
~ en er on prior oc- had grabbed his . ~· 

as1ons during course of an arm. 
rguments and once had told Closing testimonic 
er. 'TH beat your brains in." Coons under cros~·~ 
~Jnder c~-examination she 
id she began to have dif- was that Coo~ " 

erences with her 57-year~d the ground. her :•. 
us.band a Jew months after . husband struggled 
heir marriage. She said he ground; while she ' 
as ot "dri kin on the ground. beJt .c 

n a n g man .· · He toward her and hand"'. 
. as self-employed most of the · 
1me. gun. • 
Other matte t h;....h he ·'Ken" stood up. ' 

rs 0 w • .,.. s tinued. she pulled 1u.r 
estified were : ·• 

She did not tell Coons that sitting position. and tlr, 
he was buying the trailer on followed. 
he .Dl'OPertv of her parents· she 
d lived with Coons as 'man 

nd wJfe after a legal 
eparation had been agreed to · 
heir five-year~d dau~-~ . 



gume t Given, .Coons 
l - \ ' 

:.1rder ca·se ·GC?es .To JUry 
"ON-A County Court 

ght men and four 
this afternoon 

•• t!d the fate of Leonore 
Crons. 27. of Hillsdale 
w\th murdering her 47. 
husband. Kenneth. at 

Lake last Aug. 24. 

• The charge to the Jury was' 
started shortlv after 10 a.m. 
today by Judge Philip G. Coffey 
Jr,, of Albanr. He instructed 
the jurv on the law and 
reminded them "thev are the 
sole triers of fact. · 

case at 11; 45 a.m.. left im· 
mediately for lunch at ' the St. 
Chari~ Hotel.1 It was expected 
to begin deliberations between 

and l :30 p.m. 
• Judge Cotfey has permitted 
the jurors to go to their homes 
overnight but from the momenl 
they receivad case today. they 
will be held ogether until they 
are discharged bv Judge Coffey. . I . 

The largest attendance of !h 
tnal was . noted >;esterday af­
ternoon. when Dist . Atty. Roger 
Miner' and Carmi Rapport, 
counsel for Mrs. Coons. .swn 
med up their caies. 

Miner contended 111 his closm 
argument that the slaying w 
a deliberate act of murder an 
that it had bt'en planned. H 
based this. he said, on the fac 
the defendant made a practic 
of havi?g a loaded gun with 
her when she went to her 
husband's cottage. 



~~ilty .. ~.~-" .. 
A Hudson jury, composed of 

.four women anc;I five m 
returned a verdict of guilty, 
Friday, in the case of Mrs. 
Leonore Coons, whowas on trial 
for 1 he slaying of her husbal)d, 
Kenneth Coons, last August 24, 
in their Copake Lake h()me. 

The 'J:l year old Mrs. Coon 
was remanded to the custody o 
the Columbia County Sheriff, to 
await sentencing on April 15. 
She could receive a maximum 
of life imprisonment on th 
conviction. 

Mrs. Coons when called to the 
stand, said that she shot her 57 
yea r old husband in sel 
defense, when he attacked he 
with a length of pipe after they 
had argued over an infant 
daughter. 

She said that she had gone to 
the residence of her estranged 
1usba nd to pick up their 

ughter for an outing on th 
he next day, and .~at he had 
fused to let her have the child. 
An argument broke out and 

led to his death with a bullet 
from a 22 caliber that Jedged 
itself in the heart. 

The jury took just slightly Jes 
than five hours of deliberalio 
before reachin their v~rdict. 

dividually IJ.\· Court aert 
Harold D. ~ 8IMl each 
juror repeated .. llilty 
of murder. . 

Commmcls .1..y: 

Addressing the jwy, 
Coffey said: . , 

''I'd like to commend you on 
your patience, diligence and 
courage throughout this trial. 
Under these circmnstances, you 
performed a very unpleasant 
and disagreeable duty as I 
mentioned before in my charJe. 

·•1 agree completely With your 
verdict. I think it's fully 
jU.stified by the evidence and 
testimony as presented to you. 

You have no reason to re(ll'et 
or apologize for it." 

Revoke Bail 

' Judge Coffey revoked Mrs. 
Coons' $5,000 bail and remanded 
her into the cm;tody of Sheriff 
Dewey A. Lawrence for the 
sentencing on Wednesday. 

When the sheriff stepped 
forward to take Mrs. Coom to 
jail, Atty. Rapport asked if he 
could have 10 minutes to con­
verse With her. The sheriff 
nodded and Stood aside while 
the lawyer and Mrs. Coons 
talked. 

It was 
defendant, 
calm t 

Hui/son Woman 
In llus/Jand's St 
HUDSON - Mrs. Leonore length of pipe aftr 

Coons was found guilty by a over their inf~nt 
jury Friday of the murder of She said she ur 
her husband Kenneth Coons last were estranged o 
Aug. 24 at their Copake Lake she had gone to 
home. her parents to 

Mrs. Coons, 27, of Hillsdale daughter fdr an 
wa~ remanded to the custody of day. He refused t 
Columbia County Sheriff Dewey the child and an 
A. Lawrence to await sentencing gan which led to r. 
April 16. She could receive a a .22 caliber bul!e. 
maximum of life imprisonment heart. . · • 
on the conviction. Tl1e jury of f~u 

Mrs. Coons teltified on the five men took sl~g 
\\ itness stmd that lhe t her five hours of dehb1 
hl.i .. band, 57, in self deknse reaching their ve 

en he attacked her with a before 4 p.m. Fnda. 
• 

,--..<f g, . ,, 4 

~he p1·~entation to Ciampa-a Ciampa: popular!~· known as 
certificate sigried bv Grand "Mimi... .bas been a lodge 
Exalted- Ruler Edward McCabe- m~r since June 21. 1942. 
-was presented by Roger J. !.kl W11}ter E. Davies. wa~ 
Miner. immediate ·p}st exalted « e~lted niler. at the. hme. 
ruler. who referred to the ~~er also · cit~ Mr. ~1ampa 
rec1p1ent's voluntan services t0 ... for ·hi! gl'neral interest m Ell~­
the Hud~oo Looi;e ;,not. only f~ ~nd Americani$I11. 

Miner was presented with a 
·rt and a life membership in 
udson Lodge. an honor ex­

tended to the retiring exalted 
ruler., 

A scroll. containing the 
si~atur'es of all Elks who at­
tended the recent homecoming 
of DiStrict Deputy O'Neil. was 
presented to him during the 
ceremqi~·. 

Exalted Ruler Grandinetti 
said the outstanding success C?f 
the public installation may 
encour~·ge the Hudson Lodge tQ 
consider making more of its 
activities available to guests of 
the members. . 

Tonv Cello and ltis orchestra 
played· for the dancing and 
Eddie Folz and his staff served 

·a buffet. 



.• ·. •'t· . . ·• . ' 

EN ROUTE TO PRISON-Leonore "c.oens is shown en route to cour 
ty jail tod~y in custody of Deputy Sheriff Armondo Martin aft 
she wos grven a 15-years-to-life sentence in prison for the mur 
der of her husband. (Register-Star Photo by Jerry Porreca l 

Mrs. Coons Gets 
15 , Years - Lile 
HUDSON-Leonore Emma 

Coons, 27, of Hillsdale, today 
was sentenced by Judge Philip 
G. Coffey in County Court to 
15 years to life for the murder 
last August of her husband. 
Kenneth, 57. 

Atty. Carmi Rapport said an 
appeal would be taken. 

Cllom serve the sentence at the 
Westli~c\ St.ate Farm for women. . 

JQ(lge Coffey . orde~ Sheriff 
Dewey Lawrence t.o transfer 
:iJlel attractive .~ Of a five­
year-OI~ dauiflter' Jrom the 
eG111tY Jail to Westfield '. 'without 

~
11

sheriff made imJnediate 
ammgements for the transfer Of 
Mrs. Coons by aUtornobile in the 
£USk>dy of a jail matron and 
Deputy sr-irrs Ted Chidester 
and JaQ'les Blass. 

With a number of relatives 
and friends present. Mrs. Coons 

was brought, into the courtroom 
at 10:23 a.m., by Depty Ar­
mando Martin. She was not in 
handcuffs. 

Dist. Atty. Roger Miner. who 
conducted the prosecution ,that 
resulted last Friday in the 
conviction, moved imposition of 
sentence. 

bUt U wu evident that 4- was 
trying not to weep. · Judge 
Coffey directed that ~ pre­
St.11tei1Cing statemenf be ta,keri 
by Court Clerk Harold D. 
Leggett. l • 

Mrs: Coons ~14 she was 'D 
.vears old. her parenis are living 
arid She' 'hajl 1 the one child. 
ASked if she imbibed in alcohol. 
she replied "Occasionallv; not 
~excess. " '•l > • ', 

The young wotiian, a Qigh 
school graduate who has held 
responsible positions. em­
phatically said "never" whe 

Please tum to Pate 

·~ ourt "tiiilll. 'llii-'•• 
here was tlrit 
Id girl to man,• 

man. In sending het tit 
Judge Coffey stated the 
prescribed the term. 

When the judge left the bench. 
Mra. Coons sat quietly in the 
courtroom with her counsel . 
Sheriff Dewey A. Lawrence 
stepped forward and suggested 
their talk be held in the con­
ference room. 

Several relatives pressed 
forward. hoping to ~onve.rse 
with her. but deputies im­
mediately took counsel and 
client out and closed the door· 

It is possible for Mrs . C~ns 
to gain her release on bad while 
the appeal is being taken. 
However, she would have to 
0 b t a i n a certificate of 
reasonable doubt from a court 
of record before making ap­
plication for bail. She had been 
at liberty on $5,000 bail from 
the dav after her husband w~ 
shot to her conviction. It 1s 
probable. in view of the ~on­
viction. that Dist. Atty. ~ner 
would demand larger bail 1f s~e 
was permitted to apply for bail. 

(S. Coons 
:ntenced 
... Slaying 
DSON _ Mrs. Leonore 

, 27, of Hillsdale was sen­
d Wednesday to 15 years o 

C1.:""'lprisonment for the August 
aying of her husband Ken-

' Coons. . 
< Coons was convicted Fn-1rs. b" 
; of murder \:iy a Col~· J~ 

. ;, mtv Court jury. She tes I I~ 
ri~ the trial that she shot m 
·r-defense when her husband, 

I attacked her with a length or 
.' during an argument over lt)C · 

er child. 
Court officials said Mrs. Coons 
11 serve her term in the State 
·ison for Women at Bedford 
.ls where she was transported 
er sentencing. She must sen e 

ears before she can apply 



f' ·-Charles In­
t strict attorney, 
~$ident of the 
;ounty Young 

i ·b Friday night 

~HTDSON-Mrs. J,.eonore 
Emma Coons. ti GI Hillsdale, 
todav served notice of an appeal 
from her .coa\'iction of murder 
and a 9eoteooe of 15 years to 
life.' 

She was sentenced to the 
Westfield Siate Farm for 

officers are: Women at Bedford Hills, on 
. vice president: April 16. by Judge Philip Cof-
artz, secre\afY: f~-. Jr .. of Albany. 

· lo Jr .. treasurer; , Mrs Coons. convicted of 
r. assistant public shooting her husband Kenneth. 
Columbia County. 57. at Copake Lake last August, 
:irbara Zalewaki. during a dispute about custody 

.. directors were: 
!r. district attorney ; 
n III and Mary Ann 

er state presiden~ 
"GOP . 

. " Martino, special 
:o the chairman of the 

State Committee 
the relationship of 

'publicans clubs and 
.ttee. 

of their child. was required to 
serve notice of appeal within 
30 days . 

The appeal will be to the 
Appelate Division, 3rd Depart­
ment. 

Notice of the appeal was filed 
"today with County Clerk Harold 
• D. Leggett by Attorney Carmi 
Rapport of Hud5on. 

The appeal will be made on 
both law and the facts. the 
notice indicated. 

Distn<'l 'Attom~· ~oger Miner 
will oppose the appeal. 

HUDSON-Richard Whepley of 
Rensselaer. will face ~o~nty 
Judgl! William F. Christiana 
here June 3 on a charge of 
violation of probation· 

Judge Christiana. who 
presided as an acting Supreme 
Court justice in Albany County 
during April. directed that 
Wheplev be remanded into the 
custooY of Sheriff Dewey A., 
Lawrence. 

The defendant, who pleaded 
guilty Jan. 1. 1969, to petty 
larceny at the residence of John 
Nicholas in Kinderhook was 
placed on probation. Dist. Atty· 
Roger Miner represents the 
prosecution afd Public Defender 
Ad 0 Ip h Matties represents 

• Whepley. 



i• -l'l •. ..,"'l.l' by ~te stalton lhe de!·~n•·. ' 1 1ot 
.ic.;. o aHegeQ admissions by ~ve counsel pre5~>flt .... tte 
<s. Leonore Coons. 27 , ot . time but State Police test~ 

6 'lsdale will be a highlight of at the trial that she was fully 
~er . aWeal from a i.nurder. infortned of all her rights. 
onviction. Before · thef trial, defense 
This is establi~bed in the counsel demanded a so<alled 

otice of appeal filed yesterday -i-t.untley hearing. The press {Ind 
y her attorney,' Carmi,Rappoj1 ·p~lic are barred by statute 
f Hudson. • .from such .a healling. 
The notice says~he defendant. Defens<' cl)\Jns,cl was inquiring 

erving 15 ·years to life l<1r the Yito the ·~o1untariu s' ~f. any 
murder of her husband. Ken- statement the defe'n~nt made. 
neth. intends. among otfltr The motion made ·during the 
things. to urge the Appellate trial concerning-. wl\at she 
Division. Third Departm~nt . t. alleged!:- told poli~e was madi 
review the order of actmg m coµrt chambers and no 
County Court Judge Philip the presence of. the jucy. · 
Coffey "den~·ing defendartt's The notice indicated °'1 paft 
motions .~.o ~uppres~. any qrid all_ of the appeal will~~ 
oral adnuss1ons .... · · defense, counsel ~~ duri!'@ 

The admissions referred to the trial · to vario:us !111lngs by 
alleged!~· .were made by her at Judge C~ffey. . 
the Claverack State Police sub- Also io1 be. argued oo the 

appeal w,re decisions by 
Columbia'County Judge William 

Larce·ny 
Case May Go 
To Grand ~ury 

F.. ristiana denying . the 
defe 's moti6n to inspect 
the pd j~ minutes and to 
~....-· ~ the indictment. refusing 
to- CQmpC!i Dist. Atty. &iger 
Miner to serve a soppli!ment<il 

· bill of particulars. and .<!e,tlial 

HUDSON-It is a1.qrd . 
that the case of 8*tlft R. 
Lockenwitz 19, of ~ 
charged with tllild ~ 
larceny. will;:!! te the 
May grand . . Dliirict At-
torney Roes said today. 

The grand julJ is scheduled 
to report on May rr. 

Lockenwitz is being held at 
county jail in lieu of $150 bail. 
He was arrested April 15 along 

with Richard P. Abmtead, 19, 
Philmont, and two l~year-0ld 
minors, for the alleged theft of 
an auto from the Flying A 

, s~ce station in Philmont. 
Almstead also charged with 

third degree grand larceny, is 
scheduled to appear in Philmoat. 
court on May 28. 

The two minors wd 
with juvenile deliClillllBIU'i 
released in custody of thiif 
parents. 

HUDSON-Motions scheduled 
this afternoon in County Court 
on behalf of Michael Nero, 18. 
under indictment for murder of 
a 'ijudson high school classmate 
were adjourned to May 16. 

The Greenport youth is ac­
cused of the Feb. 7 death of 
Jolane Marie Karie. 17. 

The adjournment was taken 
as Judge William F. Christiana 
is engaged in legal matters 
upmate. 

Copy Of Statement 

Defense Council E. Stewart 
ones and District Attornev 

Roger Miner Will argue on twb 
how-cause orders obtained by 

defense counsel. If one the 
d e f e n d a n t · s attorney will 
demand that he be provided 
with a copy of any statement 
Nero may have made to State 
Police at the substation in 
Claverack, where he was 
q u e s t i o n e d before being 
arrested. 

Attorney Jones also urges that 
Judge Christiana direct Miner 

· provide counsel with a bill of 
particulars. The indictment 
merely sets forth that the 
defendant is charged with 
murder. Jones will argue that 
Nero is entitled to more details 
of the allegations made by the 
prosecution in the Grand Jul1' 
investigation. · 

No application for bail has 



proceedings until May 28. H 
will have decisions on or befor 
that date on legal questio 
raised toda\'. 

Indicating that other motions 
may be made 1 presumablv 
making it impossible for the 
defense to go to trial in June l. 

tt .. O'Connor said a Huntley 
hearinl! .. requi~ a con 
siderable amount of paper 
work: ·. 
· IJ. rfof m June. it is almost 

a certaintv that it would not 
be held until October 
~Judge Christiana said Nero 

had been held in the county jail 
since e.1 rl F·•brwr\' and was 
enlltled to a s~v trial. 

·o 'appliration has been made 
for bail. 
.. Nero. •who was not hand­

cuffed. · was brought before 
Judge Christiana toda\· bv 
Dt-puti~ Frank Harder and Ted 
Chide!ster. 

More than 30 invitations have 
been sent to organizations m the 
Roe Jan area and six have 
indicated thev will participate. 

The parade is sponsored b~· 
the> Aricram Volunteer Fire 
Compam . ' 

&. 

. . HUDSON-'ve~ir. .. md1 drawr1 

today by Jury Commissioner 
Jam.es R. Oram of Clermont 
will see service at' the trial of 
Michael Nerv vf Greenport if 
t..1e murrter indictment against 
him is tried at the June term 
of Countv Court 

y.,uth . 
lu~ of Jnlaine 
port, Will vela; 
the fall term. 

Judge William F. Christiana 
has told Dist. Atty. Roger Mi­
ner and defense counsel that he 
wants the case tried at the 
June term if possible. The 
court said (he defendant had 
been in jail since Feb. 7 and 
that he was entitled t<> Et BPe:: 
edv trial. It mav ·be' that mo­
tions made in behalf of the. . 

HUOSON-Frederick Wise, 
Hudson, today pleaded guilt ' 
in Cowity Court at ffudson . to 
a charge of criminally selling 
a dangerous drug. a ~el?ny. 

Judge William F. Christi~ 
imposed probation for five 
years. The tenn is automatic 
on a felony conviction. 

District Attorney Roger Mi­
ner represented the prosecu­
tion and attorney John Justice 
of Albany represented Wise. 

Harry Doyle of Red Hook 
pleaded guilty to a charge of 
petty larceny and will. be sen, 
tenced June 23. Miner a~ 
peared for the people and assi­
stant public defender Russell 
Baller Jr. of Valatie represen­
ted the defendant. 

The panel of jurur. 
direrted to report to 
Christiana June 2. 

Sixteen jurors. deferreu 
the February term. a!S-0 ti Jv 
been girected to appe~r Jun>., , 
2. Thev are: 

June D. Blake. East Cha- • 
th am; Fred A. Corde~ .. Hill~- , 
dale: Josephine C. Dinardi. H· 
Hudson: Steven Ellswor't!1. € 
Hudson: Christopher P. Fit-· 1 
ting. Hudson: Shirley M. Ga~- 1 thier. Hudson: Ralph E ... Gros- 1 
1 nl). North Chatham. \V1l11am 



HUDSON-County J u d g e 
William F. Christiana today 
refused to order Dist. Atty. 
Roger Miner to give defense 
counsel a copy of an alleged 
statement made Feb. 9 by 
Michael J . Nero. Greenport. in 
a State Police investigation into 
the death of Jolane Karie, 17. 
of Greenport. 

In a decision filed with County 
Clerk Harold Leggett. Judge 
Christiana also declined to 
direct the prosecutor to divulge 
the exact time and place where 
the defendant. who is charged 

.' with the murder of his high 
school classmate' at Livingston. 
was arrested. and bv whom. 

The dema!Jds were made in 

two show cause orders argued 
in County Court May 8. 

In a 10-page memorandum. 
Judge Christiana cited 35 
federai and state court decisions 
and precedents in his findings . 

Nero was represented by 
Thomas J, O'Connor Sr., of 
Troy, associated with E. 
Stewart Jones of Troy. Miner 
argued in opposition. 

After indicating that certain 
specifications bad been disposed 
of by agreement between 
counsel . Judge Christiana said 
regarding the defense counsel 's 
demand for information : 

D.A. "Resists" Me 

.. The district attorney has 

resisted furnishing· this in­
formation pointing out that the 
Code of Criminal Procedure 
reqtlfres a bill of particulars to 
give the defendant and the court t 
reasonable information as to the 
nature and character of the 
crime charged. The district 
attorney argues that the in­
formation demanded does not 
fall within that category." 

The court continued : '"It has 
been held that not every 
ejement of the crime need be 
furnished. It is enough if the 
defendant is sufficient!~· in­
formeq of the facts· and cir­
cumstances to an extent which -

Please tum to page A-2 



• ·erville man 
hospital eight 
now declared 
•lty yesterday 
arge in County . 

ute. the defen­
. le was indicted 

charge of en· 
health and 

1d. He was given 
nination before 

·ommitted to the 
te Hospital for 

tlv ll~ane · at 

amended charge of tbinl. delfee 
assault. 

Judge William F. Christiana 
signed an order . directing 
Slleriff Dewey A. Lawrence to 
produce the man here after 
hospital authorities certified the 
defendant is sane. Hosehke was 
brought before the court 
yesterday. 

The defendant was 
represented by Public Defender 
Adolph Matties and Dist. Atty. 
Roger Miner represented the 
prosecution. 

Referring to the years the 
man has been incarcerated. 
Judge Christiana gave him a 
suspended term of one year in 
the county jail and placed him 
on probation for that period. 

The · defendant plans to take 
up residence with his m<ther. 
who lives in Suffolk County. 

The program is · Master of 
Ceremonies, Bernard Parsons . 
&gle ~ll. "Assembly," Geor~ 
Jen kt n s ; "Star Spangled 
Banner," Roeliff Jamen Band· 
Pledge of Allegiance led t>Y 
John T. Golgowski ; invocation. 
R_ev. David Vogel; President 
Lincoln's "Gettysburgh Ad­
dress," Miss Linda Svingala · 
"You're A Grand Old F1ag,': 

..Band; address, Roger J. Miner; 
prayer. Rev. Frederick MIL'ISOll· 

Flanders Field," ~ 
Bevaly Parsons; "America The 
Headd," Band; Award of 
Americall Legion Trophy for 
Best Float• Salute, Rifle Squad 
of ~ Legion and VFW; 
Bugle ~all. "Tap;,'' Greg 
Golgowski and George Jenkins· 
benediction, Rev. David Vogel.· 

Leonard Osborn will direct 
the Roeliff Jansen Central 
School Band. 

The. Ancram Fire Company 
comnuttee on arrangements 
corwists of Bernard Pal'IOOS 
James MeKenny, Jim Milli~ 

Hu:~1~!i~·~ -~~!:m!ro~~~~e'1~f4 
Christiana next · Monday may trial any statemen~ that Nero exammatton wa~ g! 
set a date for the County Court may h11e made to State Police, defendant on motion f 

Murder trial of Michael J . or anyone, while the girl's death 
Nere, 18 of Greenport. was being investigated. 

Nero is $Cheduled to go before If they are advised that an 
Judge Christiana Monday. He is attempt will be made into using 
represented by E. Stewart any alleged statement, defense 
Jones and Thomas O'Connor counsel ~e expected to demand 
both of Troy. ' a ~earing. 

He is accused of slaying . A ~ of this aature is an 
olane Karie, 17 of Greenport mqwry whether any 
high school cl~ssmate whos~ statement attributed to a 
dy was found Feb. 5 beside a d~fendant was voluntarily 

ighway in the Town of given. · ton. It is not believed that Nero 
jf · 'b has been given a p&Jdllatric 
at~ le that defense examination, which order was 

to ·ascena eavor M~n- granted by Judge Christiana CID' 
Dist. defense motion . A mental 

The examination 
possible Huntley heari 
require considerable time 
is a certainty that the tria 
not start for a few week"' 
possible Judge Christiar: 
set a Se · · 

HUDSl'lN - Trial 
set for Oct 7 f . has been 
seph Nero. 18 or Michael J o-
charged with the ~f b Greenport, 
of a high school I e . 7 slaying c assmate 
. The body of Mis J . 
ie Karie 17 th . s olanc Mar-
trooper ' wa's fe s1sdter of a state 

· oun in d. 
near Livingston Sh a itch 
stabbed a · e had been 
death with ndh bludgeoned to 

a ammer 
Judge William F · . . 

set trial Mo d · Christiana 
0 n ay for 10 ct. 7. He will . . a.m. 
Attorney Ro e/reside: District 
prosecute an~ N A. ~mer will 
fended b E ero will be d 
Troy. Y . Stewart Jones of 

Columbia 
Mu'rder 
trial Set 
Hl USUN · The murder trial 

f.,1 Michael Joseph Nero. 18 ol 
lin.?enport 1s set to begin Oct. i 
11i Columbia County Court 
l>l·torc Judge William F . 
Christranna. Nero ts charged 
with the Feb. i slayrng of J olan 
Marie Karie, 17 of Greenport. a 
high school classmate. 

Columbia County District 
Attorney Roger A. Minoer is 
prosecuting and Nero will be 
detended by E. Stewart Jones ol 
Troy. • 

J ola nc Kanc ·s body was 
tound in a ditch alter she had 
been stabbed and bludgeoned to 
dea th s tth a hammer. She was 
th• · · a state t11ooper. 



ar11uana . 

iner To Head 52n 
:,ia Tennis Ma·tcb~s · 
;~ Miner, well Bruce Huddlestoo. 
-attorney, has The firSt ~ =-= 

".airrnamhip . ~f has · been set ~ at 
.nChamual ~bia the"bigh ~-.7:15 . 

........... ujB • • .. 
WI Anmtrong: ~ ~t will 

~ Club president. ~- ~Mt -Of A_ugmt, 
,g committee has with ~ in five events; 
I to Nist him: men's singles, women's singles, 
Willis ·Miss Allyn l'Aell's doubles, women's doubles 

, Rev'. Raymond and mixed doubles. 
·;rd Heron, Greg Players wishing to enter 
1 ancy .Ketz, and should give their names to any 

member of the tournament 
committee, or to ruchard Heron 
at the tennis courts. They may 
also attend the committee 
meeting m Thursday. 

HUDSON-A novel question of 
law arising on what occurred 
in a State Police car after a 
youth bad signaled police for 
a "hitch" cropped up in a 
lll9riQg demand yesterday by 
pub J i c Defender Aldolpb 
Mattie; of Hud<!on. 

Taghkanic Parkway ui the town _·.: ~IP=· 

All pay will adhere to the 
rules of the U. S. Lawn Tennis 
~iatioo. Competitors mmt 
be residents of Columbiia 
County, or members in good 
standing of the Humon Tennis 
Club. 

John S. Moore, 19, of Saranac 
Lake, is under indictment for 
alleged criminal ~ion of 
a' dangerous drug in the 4th 
degree. 

Matties seeks to have the 
alleged evidence, marijuana, 
suppressed on the ground it was 
unlawfully seized. 

It is not questioned th!lt 
Moore sought a ride '1 a State 
POOce. car driven by Trooper 
Frank Pesce March 4 on the 

of Chatham. ' 
Moote was called 
wi~ chair by Atty. 
The defendent, and ~ 
was called by Dist. 
Miner, disagree 9iiil111fiir!• 
alle.ged evidence t.ul11i~~ 

The defendent cl 
policeman asked for · iden­
t i fi cation, that he was 
producting it, and that the 
trooper reached into bis 
clothing, Moore's, arid toOk the 
alleged evidence. 

Matties cootenm that the 
claimed evidence should be 
~ed on the ground it was 
an illegal search and , seizure. 
If the· alle.ged seizµre is sup­
pressed. tht charge would 

Jqe Christiana gave. the 
public defender time to submit 
a memorandum on the legal 
question Matties raised, to be 
submitted prior to Sept. 8, 
the court · will bold its next 
fonnal session. 

:All matches acept the finals 
may be scheduled on any courts 
in the COWJty, at the t'Oll­
·vEnience of the pirticipants. 
Final matches will be scheduled 
by the committee at the Hudson 
High School courts. 



an n PcinO Spee ·' 
· e Suing.: Feit $2SO,OQO 

A C01J11SeJ or at a nearby 
camp testilled la.11 night. that 
the Speed . required to puD a 

erceeding a lake speed water skiier is 18 miles an hour. 
Will start a "'50,000 Jaw ~ Sheriff Ted Chidester 

ltlllmt Columbia County said be bad observed ·the 
Town ~ ADcram for · defendant driving aJ'OUDlfr the 

false arnst bis attorney ~ pond in a boat pulling a water 
d. ' Skiier. . 

Atty. Michaei LeSa\vyer Of- Town Clerk Kenneth Ham 
u d s o n , comsel. for the testified to the ordinance having 
endant also said an ajlpeal been adopted by the town 

be taken to the ~ lxmd. 
at Hudsm from · m,,t Wbai ' the Court was con-

•ght's verdict by Jmtice Roy vmed, LeSawyer said be had 
:>ice Jr. of Ancram. served notice of a motion be 
The civil action, which Will intended to make next week to 

-e uncfertakm by LeSawyer for SW'Jlll!U what be claimed as 
lorowitz will be filed in State unlawful evidence. Dist. Atty. 
·Ul']lreme cout in Colwnbia Robert Miner objected to a 
.ounty. . and Jl&Stice lbce denied an 
Horowitz ltas chal'Jlild with ad,ioornment. · 

violating a town ordinance tbat At the close of the prosecuti~ 
'ets a muimum speed limit. of testimooy, LeSawyer rested his 
JVe milm an hour oo Rhoda case without calling a witness. 

A cOUlllelof at a nearby He 8IJUed Justice Boice 

Miner Se.ts 
Lectures 
On Laws 

• .+ HVDsoN- Because of changes 
UJ the law questi~ raised · 
aPJ>eals COOcerning evidence 
~~' contessi~ and other'. 
~factors, Dist. ~-
~ ~~ 
ColUJnbi.i 4-~~ 
many of the intricate ~es 
!°<18Y confronting Jaw en­
,0.!'Cement officers. 

The project is entitJed "Law 
For the Police Officer " 

A Series of Jectur~ Will be 

hlnto A-% 

• ROGER MINER .... 

• • 'Mine·r 

no iurisdict.ion as the defendant 
was not fonpally arraigned on 
the cha._. Miner contended 
that the court had automatically 
entered a plea of innocent for 
Horowitz. The court denies the 
motion for disrni&;al. 

· ~wyer·~ the .. ....,,,.·...__ 
appeal, anit tht· interti 
would be filed s . 

-kake Speeding 
TriafDelayed 

ANCRAM-A trial stemming 
from two boating charges WJ1S 
adjourned la.11 night until Aug. 
26. 

Bany ~. 19,, an em­
ployee of Camp Pontiac, has 
been charged with violating a 
speed limit on lower Rhoda 
Pond here, and failure to carry 
prescribecf equiJlllent on a 
i*iblic ves,,et. He is free on $200 
bail. 

Town Jmtice Roy lbce Jr., 
said the adjournment was 
granted at the request of 
District Attorney ftoter' Miner 

who had another CUDmittment. 
Melvin Horowitz, one o1 the 

camp operators, was fined $50 
July 29 for allegedly violating 
the five miles an hour speed 
limit. 

Horowitz has filed notice_ ol 
appeal to the County Court and 
claims of $250,000 for alleged 
false arrest have been filed, 
apimt the ' Town of Ancram 
and the County of Colwnbia. 

Law suits agaimt the C:OWJtv 
and town will hinge on the 
appeal before County J•-A­
. William F. ChrWtiana. • ~ 



THE .BINGO MAN 
There's someone missing at the cashier's table 
Whe.re's that guy who was so quick and able? 
Seems like Lodge Number 7.87 
Got this guy right out of heaven! 

We see his shining face po longer, 
Even tho the crowd gets stronger and stronger, 
Though he gave out lots ()f money, · 
His beautiful smile stayed bright and sunny! 

He never liked to : give away tlie whole pot, 
Made 'em take nickels and dimes, like it or not. 
Becaus·e he was always so haie and hearty, 
He allowed Bingo to go ahead of the Republican 

Party! 
.. 

His figures were as straight as the ·Cliffs of 
Dover, ·:; · 

Sometimes under, sometimes ,over;· · 
So~ewhere o.ut ther~_.is. ~ui_~ma~ ?f wit? 
While someone else m his · pia¢e doth sit, 
Someone else,, fills the :mone;v ·sack ... 
Come back, ROGER MINER, . c~e back! ! ! .. 

LAW FO::i THE POLICE .OFFICER 

SPO~SORED BY 
COLUMBIA COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 

All s.essions to be held at the Co,unty Court' House, Hudson, N. Y. ,. 

First hour wili be lecture starting at 7:30 P.M. followed by .a ,· 
half hour, period for discus~ion and• answering questions . Panel to 
be pomposed of District At-torney ; · Assist~nt District Attorney and .'. 
Lecturer. · 

.• 
September 16th: · 

"'· .• . ·' 
LECTURER: ROGER J ~ MINER, D !STRICT ATTORNEY . 

~-...-.,.ur1~sdiction and arrest; ·warnings; stop and f.risk. 
, 

This session will cover jurisdict·ion of the coui'ts, arraign-. 
ment pr ocedures; arrests with and without warran.ts; ·use of · 
reasonable force; Miranda rule and reas~abl.e. suspicion for ., 
detention. • 

October 7th; 

LECTURER: . CHARLES E. INMAN, 
Drafting the Information. · . 

will 



·Hearing On All.eged 
Ht;DSON-A hearing into a 

confession allegedly made 
by . Michael Nero. 19, who is 
under indictment on a murder 
charge, will begin tooiorrow 
morning before County Judge 
William F. Christiana. 

The law requires that the so­
called Huntley hearing be 
closed to the press and blic. 

1g in the 
t"C Green· 
m~of 
r.tassmate 

"Sday, lw 
one week. 
J in the Feb. 
Karie, 17, of 

body was 
hiP1bY in 

The de<'ision by Judge· 
Christiania as to whether any 
alleged confession was volun­
tary likely will not be made 
public until it is pffered at the 
formal trial which opens Oct. 
7 in County Court. 

The hearing Into the alleged 
confession was ti• ·rr1 ;i n(!f>d b\ E!. 
Stewart Jooor :ind fhomas 

O'Connor, both of Troy, who are 
defending Nero. 

Nero is accll.5ed of the Feb. 
5 death of Jolane Karie, 17, of 
Greenport, a Hudson High 
School classmate. 

Her body was found beside 
a highway in the Town of 
Li vin~ton. 

Disl Attv. R er Mmer wi I 

appear fcir thi! prosecution 
t o m or row and Jones or 
O'Connor, possibly both, will 
represent the defnedant. Nero 
must be in court at every 
proceeding. 

The law automatically entitles 
Nero to the hearing. His at­
to_rneys. among other thhgs, 

II make exhaustive inquiry 

into the guestioning of N 
the State Police Statio 
Claverack. • 

Since it is not believed 
Nero was represented 
counsel during his questi 
it is ~ed emphasis 
placed on this point. 

Counsel, in view of 
prohibition, would not · 

~REE~~~· 'lbe case:of 
Donald 

1

~n, 65, of 
LebanOn !-Ji charged ~· 
Claverac• lice BCI with 
first ~ l abuse of a 
four-year.W tlrl /'~g. 23, ~as 
deferred mt 9"fllng pending 

a hearing Sept. • 'lbe hearing was requested by 
JobnsOll, who was represented 
by Public Defender Adolph 
Matties. before Judge Richard 
Genzmer of Greenport. A 
psychiatric examination was 
ordered by District AttorneY 
Roger Miner . 

Johnson remains in Colurob. 
coun Jail in lieu of $2 500 bail. 



This was the first of 
seminars to be presented on 
behalf of the Colwnbia County 
district attorney's office. 

During his 90-minute talk: 
f()llowed by a question 'and, 
answer period, Miner touc'hed-' 
on source of the law. code of 
criminal procedures, penal law, 
law of duress, arrest .with and 

without a warrant, citizen's 
a r r es t , resisting · arrest, 
misdemeanor arrest, felony 
arrest, close pursuit, frisk, 
territorial jurisdiction of arrest,·.: 
ru1d arraignment 
·With each . topic, Miner 

presented an incident or 
situation where his audience · · 
could decide on the appropriate· 
action to be taken. 

Police agencies in attendance 
were: sheriff's deputies, State 
Police, Hu<i<;on Police, aiatham 
Police, Valatie Police and 
Philmont Police. 

Miner was assisted by City 
Judge Harold Liebennan and 
Charles E. Inman, assistant 
district attorney. 

The next meeting is scheduled• 
for Oct. 7, Inman lecturing on . 
"Drafting for lnfo~tion.' 



tlo~I ·Nero, G ... enport, che.rged with murder, 
~~ou~ ... Court this ~ornirw where Huntley 
· '>ndwctff to determine whfther alleged confe­

r. defendant will be admitted in evidenc.e at 
,,;s ~t. 7. The decision will be made by Judge 

t the trial. Nero is charged with the death 
npurt. 

fl~aring 
1c1ed Today 

aring into an 
It made by 
...f Greenport 

JI~ on a murder 
·ed this m6ming 

'"dge William F. 

· .g continued this 
ruoe.ing from the 

ne first witness 
courtroom, the 

. red by law to the 
~r .:, there was a 
~ ,uestioning may 
~ta! today although 
off1eial conjecture 

Troy who is associated - E. 
Stewart Jones for the dtMldant, 
was questioning witnesSes on 
yooog Nero's behalf., 

Atty. O'Connoriii ~ -
circwnstance under wliri tl1 
.odefendant made • aJ1e1e1i 
conf~ion. He is inquiring into 
phases of the defendants's 
questioning at the Claverack 
State Police station and whether 
th" alleged confession was a 
volmtary one and whether 
Nero's constitutional rights 
were violated. 

The defendant is charged wi 
the slaying last Feb. 5 of Joi 
Karie, 17, of Greenport, whos 
body was discovered along 
highway in Livingston. 

HtIDNN - Michael Nero, 19, 
of qreenport, IDlder indictment 
for murder, reportedly took the 
stand yesterday afternoon at the 
Huntley hearing demanded by 
defense counsel. He has 
pleaded innocent. 

The nature " of Nero's 
testimony was not revealed ~ 
the hearing is, oy law, closed 
to the pr~ an<!public. 

However, it is a matter of 
record .that coUnsei is inquiring 
into the voluntarin~ of an 
·alleged confession made to 
State Police by the defendant. 

It was lilely · that Atty. 
Thomas O'Coilnor, of Troy, who 
c o n .d u c t e d the questioning 
yesterday for· the defense, 
delved into all Ji!ases of police 
investigation in the Feb. 5 death 
of Jolane Karie, 17, of Green­
port, and possible relation to 

A paneJo .of prospective jW'O 
reports that day to Judi 
Ch r i s t i a n a QuestilXling of 
venuremen will be starteo as 
soon'as the court has completed 
preliminary questioning t o 
determine the availability of the 
panel for service during the 
October tenn. 

defmdanfs constitutional 

it Dist. Atty. Roger Miller will 
prQSeeute the indicJDnt and 
Atty. ·O'Connor and JJ .. stewart 
Jones. also of Troy. will defend 
the Green 11 uth. 

HUDSON-Donald · Gordon 
Lane Sr.. 28, of Dunbar Rd .• 
Hud'ion RD, last night w•ed 
for grand Jury action on his 
a p p ea r a n c e before Jus\jc 
Francis Keeler of Greenport on 
a charge of assaulting his 11-
month old son, Donald Gonbt 
Lane. 

Lane, represented by Public 
D e fender A<k>lph Matties, 
pleadl'Cf innocent and was 
raun1 J to the county jail in 
lieu r. $2,000 . bial. DiSt Atty. 

gef. Miner · representeO Uie 
prosecution. · 

The child who was treated at 
Columl>fa Memorial Hsopital, 
was teri'll)l>rarily placed in 
custodY ot the Columbia County 
Commissioner of Socfal Services 
and is in a foster home. · 

The father is charged with 
striking the youn~ter on the 
head. • 

In denying the charge. the 
defendant requested a hearing 
but decided to move the case 
to the grand jury. The next 
regular grand jury here will 
organized for the Novem 
term of Stat e Court. 

AUSTERLITZ-~ 
Republicans are ~ to an 
open meeting ....... a p.m. 
at the town b&ll. ' . 

The tawn's GOP carudates 
ri1 be present. The gathe~g 
wil~ e by Columbia 

John Sharpe. 
mey Roger Miner 

scheduled t!>. appear. 
attending are asked to 
their opinions and 

estions on the forthcoming 
ecuons. 



Tomorrow; Q 
. -:'lttIDsoN..:.The trial of Micllael •• tJ'tat' ~Ce' ·relating to ;a_ , 
Nero. 19; charged with murder tides taken from Nero's bi>d.e In order to get the Nero Trial 
in the Feb. death of Jolane M. be suppressed will be made ~ • lllderway, Judge Christiana 
Karick, 17, a high school Thomas O'Connor ·~ Troy. directed that O'Connor appear 
classmate, will begin at 2 p.m. Opposing a.rguments Will be . In Hudson at 2:30 this afternoon 
tomorrow in the County Cowt. made by Dist Atty.· ROger for arguments of supression. 
~ was determined after a Miner. • • the court -evidently concluded 

panel ·of prospective jurors had Atty. O'Connor contends the th a t this afternoon and 
been examined today by Judge Wlidentified art i c I es were tomorrow morning will , be 
William F. chriStiana, who will illegally seized in violation of s u ff i c i en t period for the 
preside. the 4th amendment. arguments and ordered the 

Later today the court is O'Connor, who is public panel of prospecteve jurors to 
scheduled to hear a motion by defender in Rensselaer County, , return here at 2 p.m.

1
iTuesday. 

defense COWISel for suppression was in Tniy cowi earlier todav After a preliminary 'remarks 
of alleged evidence. Argu111erits representini a Mechanicville by Miner and O'Connor, the 

Natice has been received tha 
a motion to suppress pruport 
illegal evidence will be mad 
before Judge Christiana Oct. 6 
The notice was served today o 
Dist. Atty . Roger Miner. w 
w i I I nnnose the motion 

task of selecting 12 jurors and 
al. o alternate jurors will be 
launched. · 

The following offered excuses 
today why they would be unable 
to serve at this time and were 
deferred by the court to the 
January term: . 

George C. Speer, Hudson: 

~:.C.1!: 
. ~. St.yyeiant; 

Mabel M. Aust' , eotum­
biaville; Pearl D. Fraleigh, 
Germantown; Leo F. Bell, 
Philmont; John F. Rose. 
Germantown ; Frederick C. 
Black, Niverville; James ·M. 
White. Hudson, David Hum­
phries. Ancram; Ernest Eich­
mann, Hillsdale: Glenn E. 

Plea1e tun to J19ce A-Z 



HUDSON-Each side will be 
given 20 peremptory challenges 
they were advised by Judge 
William F. Christiana as he 
prepared to open the murder 

' 

CHATHAM--Total cq>­
propriations lor the townof 
Chatham 1970 budget "1tl be 
down approxima f'l,11~, 
according to 
figures P.'cet•-.: ._ .. .,..~ 
the" to.-,~ ........ 

trial this afternoon of Michael 
J . Nero. 19, of Greenport. 

Challenges for cause. as rival 
attorneys buckled to the task 
of selecting 12 jurors and 



~ 

sipn of jury seles:.(ion, Harriet B. 
Hendrickson .and Lloyd, R. Kell­
erhouse were iSeated as mem­
bers of tlie 'jury. 

'A total .of 12 jurors plus alter-

: Plea To Guilty 
~ h Nero informed the judge that 

Michael Joseph Nero, l~ t .e he was aware by answeritC l4f 
accused 'slayer of J olane ane both uestions. The judl& . 

t::~n1;~ ~~a~u~u~'a ~~~~~~ ~~en set t6e date fo~hsenten~ 
-and stabbed to death, after at Tuesday Oct. 14 . 

leaving a birthday patty of one Under the penal code, Nero 
of her triends on Februa~r 6, can receive a. se~tenc~ of from 
changed his pie~ froi:n Not 15 years to hfe 1mpr1sonment. 
Guilty" to " Guilty ' during Jury 
selection on Wednesday. 

Seven Jury seats had been 
tilled tor the Greenport youth's 
trial when Defense Attorney E. 
Stewart Jones- of Troy informed 
the court that Nero wished t 
change his plea. 

county Court Jud.ge Willia 
l<'. Christina questio~d Ner 
before accepting his plea 
asking tum if he was aware o 
the consequences of his .ad 
mission and that no pr~mise. 
were being made concerrung h1 
sentenci . 



• r1.a I Motio enied 
BY PIERRE L. DOLAN individually (instead of 

0

filling 
HUDSON-Selection of a jury the jury box with 12) and Dist. 

in the murder trial of Michael Atty. Roger Miner and Atty. 
J . Nero, 19. of Greenport, Jones declared they were ready 
continued today in County Court for trial. 
where an early motion for a The first name drawn by 
mistrial was quickly denied Court Clerk Harold D. Leggett 
yesterday. of Ghent was Arthur J. Alger 

Geraldine Lancto, a housewife of Kinderhook RD, employed 
of Red Hook RD 1, was beinv as a "tester." He was excused 
4!1estioned by defense COW1Sel by consent when he said he 
Stewart Jones of Troy, when 'was -emp oyed with a Nero." 
she said : not identified. 

·'I qon't see how anyone · Ethel Agins. housewife, 12 
reading the paper wouldn't feel Joslen Place. Hudson, said she 
that there was some guilt knows Dist. Atty. Miner. 
here." D e fen s e coun.sel objected, 
. Jones immediately moved for during Miner's questioning, to 
a mistrial. He declared: the word "victim" in reference 

"'In view of the expression of to Miss Karie. The obj~tion 
one jurorto the whole panel (of was sustained. 
jurors) and to this court of Mrs. Agins said she had read 
such a 'Mture. I ask for with- about the case in the Hudson 
drawal of a juror and a mistrfal Rel?ister.Star but had formed no 
upon the ground that the opinion as to the guilt or in­

def endent has been totally nocence of the defendant. She 
prejudiced by such a remark knew of no reason why she 
in front of the whole panel." 
- County Judge William F. flease ~rn to page A-% 

Christiana, presiding. denied the 
motion, but · he excused the 
juror and admonished the panel 
of jurors they were to disregard 
any statement or version given 
by the prospective juror. 

Only two jurors were ac­
cepted yesterday in an af-

. ,f cor .al ' ,,.. .. . ;r . 

Jurors 
'Selected 

JURORS SELECTED 
1 -H a r r i e t B. 

drickson, .bomewife, 
Craryville RD 1. 

%-Uoyd R. Kellerilome 
retired chauffer, 
Elizaville. 

3-'lbelma .. L. 
housewife, Box 
derbook. 

4-George .. W. ..Om 
retired, Hudson, RD 1. ' . 

S-Harold W. Ray, Gbm 
R.D. 

6-Elbert .. H. .°. 'l1lo 
Radiographic • T'edll:lici8I 
Lebanon Springs.· 

7-Ernest · .. Rilk 
mechanic, 37 Locmt 
C11atbam. 



iana for a search of the 
Home. 
indicated yesterday in The 
ter.Star, anohter important 

in the prosecution was 
the defendant was found 
he legally sane by 
iatrists for both the People 
the defense. Briefly. this 

they did not find the 
dant in such a mental 

to be incapable of 
his at,torneys · in 

'ssible defense at 

a trial. 
The affidavit by Potts sets 

forth his application for a search 
of the youth's home to locate 
a dark colored jacket. tan or 
brown pants. loafer shoes. a 
tool or instrument capable of 
being used.as a_ bluogeon. and 
a tool or instrument capable of 
causing puncture wounds. 

Potts investigation revealed. 
that the girl had attended a 
party at Janie's Snack Shoppe. 
438 Warren St.. Hudson. 
r 

Potts shep Iil!flt on some of 
his leads to the arrest of Nero 
His affidavit in the application 
for a search wanant said: 

·'It appears from the attached 
affidavit of Thomas Keeler 
(Hudson RD) that Jolane Marie 
Karie left the party at Janie's 
Snack Shoppe at about 10:30 
p.m., at which time she im­
mediately ! entered a maroon 
station w~gon which be believed 
to have been operated by 
Michael ,NeQ:>. My subsequent 

ligiSlt 

investigation included an in­
terview with Andrea Marie 
DeCrosta !H~n . RD) , whose 
affidavit is attached heretoY 

The affidavit continued: 
··At about 11 p.m. , Andrea 

Marie DeCl:osta observed the 
station wagon operated bv 

Michael Nero · with .toJane... 
Marie Karie as a passenger 
stopped at the inte~ection of 
UniOn ~d Worth Ave., in 
Hu~--\! Marie Karie 

'be ppset and 

crying. Anilrea Marie DeCrosta 
proceeded past the intersection 
and continued out Route 9 
followed by the statipn wagon 
driven by Michael Nero. Ac­
cording to DeCrosta , the station 
wagon upon arriving at the 
Buckley's Comer intersection. 
turned off onto the road leading 
to .thegravel bank, County 'Route 
~1. •According· to my (Potts) 
investigation. this is the last 
time the said Jolane Marie 
Karie w~ seen alive." 

·'Earlier in 
Feb. 7, 100!.\' 
seen weariI " 
jacket. ta.1 l' 

loafer .shoes 
affidavit of Jl 
'(Hnds«>n i. 
Po~ r ,· 

in ves t; 
terviews 
age fric 
includinr 
investig<' 
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Time for argument: 
30 Minutes. 

,. . 

To be argued by: 
, Thomas J. O'Connor, Sr . 

Troy, N. Y. 
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Point I 

Point II 

Preliminary / 
Factual Resume . • . . . . 

,.. 
Factual Resume of events on August 24' 
1968 prior to the Defendant's arrest . . • 

I 
Resume of events immediately prior to 
and immediately subsequent to the 
arrest of the Defendant on August 24' 
1968. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The findings of the pre-trial- Hearing Judge 
that the alleged oral inculpatory state­
ments by the Defendant-Appellant to Trooper 
Conway and to Investigator Brenzel at the 
home of the deceased; were voluntary be­
yond a reasonable doubt, and therefore 
admissible, presents constitutional error, 
mandating a new trial ••••••••••• 

If the statement in the Hearing Court's 
opinion that "I do not believe quotations 
or spontaneous statements made to an 
individual in response to casual questions 
not directed to any particular individual 

. • 

. . 

are within the purview of the decisions" 
(Supp. H. Opinion - 6) is intended to re­
flect a relevant finding of fact as to the 
admissibility of Defendant-Appellant's 
inculoatory oral admissions to Conway and 
Brenzel, then the Defendant-Appellant res­
pectfully controverts it as reversible 
const itutional error, mandating a new trial .•• 

Point III The in-custodial interrogation of the De­
fendant-Appellant by Investigator Potts 
after her arrest, and in his office at the 
New York State Police Claverack Sub­
station was conducted by him in violation 
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12 

18 



Point III 
(con'td.) 

TABLE OF CONTENTS (continued) 

of her Fifth and Sixth Amendment privil­
eges, and provides additional constitutional 
error, mandating a new trial •••••••• 

Point IV. The Court below in its charge to the jury, 
failed to a dequate ly discharge its duty 
to clearly summarize admi ssible evidence 
most favorable t o the Def endant-Appellant. 
Thus, irrevocable, reversible error, man­
dat i ng a new trial is presented by the 
inadequate, unclear, incomplete portions of 
the Trial Court's charge as to the Defendant­
Appellant's statutory right to shoot Coons 
in defense of her person under the circum­
stances existing in his yard ot:!_A~gust 24, 

23 

1968. • • • • •• . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • 2 7 

Point V. In the event that this Court arrives at a 
determination that a reversal and a new trial 
is not warranted by the arguments herein­
before presented on behalf of the Defendant­
Appellant, t hen, and in t hat event only, it 
is respectfully urged under the authority 
of Section 543, Subd. 2 of the Code of Crim­
inal Procedure , that the jud~ment of the 
Court below convictin~ her of Murder in vio­
lation of Section 125.25 of the Penal Law 
should be modified by this Court so as to 
become a j udgment of convict i on of Manslaughter 
in the First Degree, and as such corrected by 
appropriate re-sentenc i ng.. . • .••••. 31 



QUESTIONS PRESENTED 

· I. Were the oral inculpatory admissions alleged 

to have been elicited from the defendant-appellant 

at the Coons home on Pheasant Road, Copake, Columbia 

County," N.Y., first, by Trooper Conway, and secondly, 

by B.C.I. Investigator Brenzel, obtained by them on 

August 24, 1968, in contravention of the constitutional 

imperativesestablished by the United States Supreme 

Court in MIRANDA v. ARIZONA, 3 84 U. S. 4 3 6. " 

II. Was the oral inculpatory statement subsequently alleged 

to have been elic ited from ~he defendant-appellant after 

her arrest at the New York State Police Sub-station in 

Claverack, Columbia County, N.Y., by B.C.I. Investigator 

Potts on August 24, 1968, obtained in violation of her 

Fifth and Sixth Amendment privileges . 

III. Were portions of the Trial Court's summary of the evidence 
the 

as to/statutory right of the defendant-appellant ta defend 

herself,in the manner she did so, so unclear as to present 

reversible error. 

IV. Should the judgment of conviction in the Court below be 

modified under the prov~sions of Section 543, Subd. 2 of 

the Code of Criminal Procedure, so as to become a judgment 

of conviction of Manslaughter in the First Degree. 

1. 



NEW YORK SUPREME COURT 

APPELLATE DIVISION THIRD DEPARTMENT 

THE PEOPLE OF 1llE STATE OF NEW YORK, 

Respondent, 

against 

LEONORE EMMA COONS, 

Defendant •Appellant. 

DEFENDANT-APPELLANT'S BRIEFo 

I 
FACTUAL RESUME 

, ·' 
Ao PRELIMINARY FACTUAL RESUME 

LEONORE EMMA COONS, the defendant-appellant, married KEN 

COONS on March 25, 1962, after a six months courtship. She 

was then nineteen years of age and he was then fifty-one years 

oldo (R. 156-204). One child, LYNN COONS, was born on April 

28, 1963, as the sole issue of their marriageo (R. 157). 

Coons had previously sired two children out of wedlock, who were 

prosecution witnesses at the trial (R. 176, 204; Vicki Coons, 

Ro 8 through 12; Ken Coons, Jr., Ro 25 through 44). He .had also 

previously married two women, who were childless by him. (R. 175, 

176). 

2. 

lo "Supp.Ho" will be availed of throughout this brief when refer­
ence is made to testimony at the pre-trial suppression hearing 0 

The letter "R" is similarly intended to reflect trial testimony. 



Their marriage was a tempestuous union from its incep-

tion. The thirty-two year variance in their ages most cer-

tainly was a factor ~ontributing to their troubled marital 

relationship. So was the demonstrable assaultive propensities 

of Coons, (R. 165, 166, 168, 172, 173, 265, 266, 274, 275), 
~. 

who on one occasion, when he was being arraigned before Justice 

of the Peace Evert Shadic of Hillsdale, Columbia County, NoY., 

on an information sworn to by the defendant-appellant and 

charging him with Assault, threatened to kill her, in the 

presence of the Court and N. Y. State Trooper Rossman (R. 277). 

So was his temper (R. 19~, 200, 201, 202, 257), which a former 

employer unhesitatingly characterized at the trial as being 

"a very violent temper". (R. 261). 

Coons and the defendant-appellant finally separated 

permanently in May 1968 (R. 162) after continuous arguments 

all through the Spring of that year (Ro 159). This permanent 

estrangement had been preceded by two legal separations and 

other temporary separations and subsequent reconciliations com-

mencing in the month of April, 1963. (Ro 158.-159). Actually, in 

May, 1968, Coons ordered the defendant-appellant to "get out, 

but don't think you ' re taking the baby, " (R. 161), and she then 

went to live in a trailer on her parent's property in Hillsdale, 

2. July 28, 1968 - about one'month before the shooting. 

l. 



-Columbia County, N.Y. (R. 160). However, she managed to see 

her five year old daughter, Lynn, daily at the home of a baby-

sitter. (R. 162). 

f 

FACTUAL RESUME OF EVENTS ON AUGUST 24 1 
1968 PRIOR TO THE DEFENDANT 1S ARREST. 

~-

The defendant-appellant had planned to pick up her daughter 

Lynn at the Coons' residence, which was on Pheasant Lane in the 

Town of Copake, Columbia County, N.Y., on Saturday August 17, 

1968, so :that she could take her to the Cat~kill Game Farm on 

the next day, which would have been Sunday, August I~, 1968. A 

boating-accident death in her brother's family prevented this 

contemplated outing (R. 179), and Mrs. Coons was given to under-

stand that she could take Lynn to the Game Farm on Sunday, Aug-

ust 25, 1968 after getting permission to pick her up on Saturday, 

August 24, 1968, at 7:00 o'clock in the evening (R. 180). She 

accordingly left, with her parents in their automobile from her 

place of residence at about 7:10 o'clock, PoMo on that day, and 

proceeded to the home of her estranged husband. Her father, 

Peter Stalker, was intoxicated and her mother had been drinking, 

so she insisted upon driving their car. (R. 180, 181). Upon 

arriving at the driveway leading to the Coons' cottage at 

about 7:30 o'clock, P.M., she parked the car about 70 feet 

from its concrete front stoop steps, where she observed Coons 

was sitting with Lynn and Lynn's half-brother, Ken Coons, Jr., 



reading a newspaper. (Supp. H. 14). She and her father alighted 

from the automobile and started walking towards the cottage. 

Her mother remained in the car . (R. 184, 185). A violent oral 

argument commeneed (R. 94, 95), when Coons refused to let Lynn 

go with her mother. When Lynn .. was picked up by the defendant ­

appellant, Coons wrenched her from the defendant's arms and 

ordered the child into the house. (R. 186). 

Although there are some discrepancies between the trial 

testimony of the infant-prosecution witnesses, Vicki Coons and 

Ken Coons, Jr., and the defendant-appellant's trial 'testimony 

as to the sequence of happenings after the defendant-appellant 

and her father left the automobile and approached Coons, there 

is uniquely relevant prosecutorial corroboration of the fact that 

Coons knocked her to the ground minutes before the shooting. 

(Ken Coons, J'r., R. 32 ; J ohn Joe Minella, R. 138). She tes t i • 

fied without contradiction tha t this unprovoked assault caused 

t he wind to be knocked out of her, and that she fell on her back, 

&ead and arqi , amd inj ured her elbow. (R. 187, 243, 251). She 

remained prone, on the ground, a s her father -and Coons then 

s tarted figh ting and r olli ng on t he ground. (R. 187, 243). As 

they struggled for about two mi nutes (R. 245), the defendant­

appellant ' s mother r an from the automobile hysterical (R. 186), 

and handed her a pi stol . (R . 39) . At this moment Coons started 

5. 
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· to walk towards her, looking straight at her, with a long, 

hooked iron pipe, . (which the State Police subsequently took 

into their possession - R. 87, 88), held in his hands in a 

. swinging manner, which when demonstrated at the trial by Mrs. 

Coons was characterized by the trial court as "demonstrating 

that the object is being held in the nature of a baseball bat 

with the right hand being held higher than the left hand." 

(R. 189). As she remained in a sitting position on the ground, 

she screamed, "Ken, please don'to" Coons took another step 
. ., 

towards her with the long, hooked iron pipe i~ . a swinging pos-

ition in his hands, and the defendant, still on the ground in a 

sitting position, injured as a res~lt of being knocked tlown by 

Coons (Ro 187), and mindful of previous beatings (R. 165, 166, 

168, 172, 1~3, 265, 266, 274, 275), fired two shots at him (R. 190) 

at a time when he had narrowed the distance between them to about 

five feet (Dr. Bellamy, R-44). Coons took one more step towards 

her, turned and ran into the house through the kitchen, collapsed 

on the kitchen floor and diedo (Ro 191). The defendant-appellant 

called the telephone operator and after telling her to send an 

ambulance also requested her to notify the State Police. (R. 192). 

There was prosecutorial testimony from Dro Joseph Bellamy, a 

pathologist, that the path of the bullet which entered the center 

of Mr. Coons' chest indicated that he was ''bending ~owward" (R. 49), 
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as he walked toward the sitting defendant-appellant, about five 

feet distant from her immobilized sitting position, swinging the 

long, hooked iron pipe like a baseball bat. Within a month pre-

ceding this happening, Coons had threatened to beat the defendant-

appellant's brains ino (R. 201). A week before he had threatened 

her in the following words: "I will mar your face. I'll beat 

you and mar your face until nobody will look at you again." (R. 202) . 

/ 

~ RESUME OF EVENTS IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO 
AND IMMEDIATELY SUBSEQUENT TO THE ARREST 
-OF THE DEFENDANT ON AUGUST 24, 1968. 

On August 24, 1968, State Trooper Will~am R~ Blackie, then 

functioning as desk officer at the Claverack, Columbia County, 

New York State Police Substation, received telephonic information 

that one Kenneth Coons had been shot at his residence on Pheasant 

Road in the Town of Copake (Suppo Ho 3-4; Ro 56, 106)0 Within 

a matter of minutes he dispatched Trooper Brian Conway and BC! 

Investigator R. To Brenzel to the Coons home. (R. 57)o It must 

be presumed that they, at this very moment, were informed by 

Blackie that there had been a fatality at the Coons residen~e. 

Conway, in uniform, (Suppo H. 12) and therefore presumably armed , 

was the first of the two law enforcement officers to arrive at 

about 7:40 PoM. (Suppo H. 10) in a New York State official police 

car. (Supp. H. 12). He was first met in the yard by the defendant-

appellant's father, Peter Stalker, and then entered the kitchen 



where he observed Kenneth Coons lying face down on the floor, 

app~rently deado (Supp. H. 16; R. 65). A standard 22 cal. nine 

shot revolver, the chamber of which contained seven live rounds 

8. 

and two spent rounds was resting on the kitchen tableo (R. 65, 66). 

'nle defendant-appe l l ant and her mother, Winnie Stalker, were a l so 

present in the kitchen. (R. 65). Without advising either of their 

rights (Supp. Ho 12) and as he knelt beside the body of Coons, 

Trooper Conway asked this question: ''What happened to him"7, or 

''Who shot him?" (Supp. H. 10). The defendant-appe~_lant immediately 

gave him oral inculpatory answers. (Supp. H;- 11- 12; R. 70). 

Investigator Benzel arrived at the Coons residence about 

two minutes (7:42 o'clock P.Mo) after the arrival of Conway, and 

met Conway outside of the house and in the dr i veway (R 74) . At the 

pre-trial Huntley Hear i ng , Conway testi f ied under oath tha t Br enzel 

was not present when the defendant-appellant made the ora l incul ­

patory a dmission to him, within two minutes after his 7: 40 PoMo 

a r r ival and in answer to his ''Wha t happened to him?" interr ogatory · 

and/or his ''Who shot h im?" interrogatory, (Supp. H. 11, 13) , and 

did give further sworn testimony that she did not make any addit ­

ional, inculpatory statements i n h is presence (Suppo H. 14) during 

the several hours they remai ned at the Coons home, and before 

she was arrested. (Supp. H. 13, 16). I t further appears that she 

remained in Brenzel 1 s presence continuously during that several 



hour house detention period. (Supp. H. 15). However, Brenzel 

gave lrreconcil4bl:et: sworn Suppression Hearing testimony (Supp. 

H. 22) and sworn trial testimony that at a time when he was kneel ­

ing down over the body of Coons attempting to get a heart beat, 

he asked, without prefacing his question with the Miranda warn­

hgs, ''Who did this?" and the defendant-appellant replied, "I did" 

(R 75, 76, 77, 78). Brenzel further testified that he then 

placed her under arrest, handcuffed her and advised her of her 

constitutional rights for the first time after he arrested her , 

(Supp. H. 15; R. 76, 77), whereupon the defendant-appellant 

innnediately, and significantly, told him that she didn't want to 

talk about the matter. (R. 78). Everyone remained at the Coons 

home for two hours before the defendant-appellant was arrested, 

(Supp. H. 14) and she remained in Brenzel ' s presence at al l of 

this time. (Supp. H. 14 ) . 

At approximately 9:00 P.M. two uniformed troopers trans­

ported Mrs. Coons, then handcuffed and under ar rest, ( Supp. H. 35) 

to the Claverack, N.Y. State Police Substation. She was innned­

iately taken to the private office of New York State Police BCI 

Investigator Pot ts, for further i nterrogation. She and Pot t s 

remained alone in his office from 9:10 P. M. (R. 109) for almos t 

two hours (Supp . H. 44 ; R. 116), although District Attorney Mino ~ 

was present during part of the .conversation. (Supp. H. 48) . Her 

". 



mother and father were also at the substation, but were not 

permitted to see her, presumably because her mother had reminded 

'her ·many times, not to make a statement" while everyone was at the 

Coons' home. (Suppo H. 29). Potts testified that he advised the 

defendant of her constitutional rights at the inception of this 

period of custodial interrogation and after Brenzel had arrested 

her, and attempted to spell out a knowing and intelligent waiver 

of these rights, by the defendant-appellant, then being detained 

by him, inconnnunicado, as an immobilized and arrested accused, by 

testifying that "she did not want an attorney at that "time, but at 

a later time," (Supp. Ho 37; R. 117), and that "she would not now 

sign any statement" and "that she would like to have the services 

of an attorney" (Suppo H. 37-42; Ro 117), whereupon, he further tes­

tified, the interrogation ceasedo (Ro 118)0 However, in the inter­

vening hours, he had succeeded in extracting oral, inculpatory 

statements from the defendant-appellant, despite his uncontradicted 

testimony that the last fifteen minutes of his in-custodial inter­

rogation was coriducted with knowledge on his part that an attorney 

named Michael LeSawyer was present in the Stat:·e Police Substation 

(Supp. Hearing Opinion 8 - 9; Ro 120) and that when he finished 

the "interview" at about 11:00 PoMo he saw Attorney LeSawyer 

talking with the defendant-appellant's mother down the hall and 

in the interior of the State Police Substationo After the "inter­

viewu was completed, and only then, was Attorney LeSawyer permitted 



to talk with the defendant-appellant in Investigator Pott 1 s 

office for about thirty minutes (Suppo Ho 44, 45)o 

lt. 



POINT Io 

THE FINDINGS OF THE PRE-TRIAL HEARING 
, JUDGE THAT THE ALLEGED ORAL INCULPATORY 
STATEMENTS BY THE DEFENDANT-APPELLANT 
TO TROOPER CONWAY AND TO INVESTIGATOR 
BRENZEL AT THE HOME OF THE DECEASED, 
WERE VOLUNTARY BEYOND A REASONABLE 
DOUBT , AND THEREFORE ADMISSIBLE, PRE­
SENTS CONSTITUI'IONAL ERROR, MANDATING 
A NEW TRIAL. 

It is undisputed that at approximately 7:30 PoM. on 

August 24, 1968, the State Police personnel at the Claverack, 

Columbia County, NoYo Substation were notified that there had 

been a shooting fatality at the Ken Coons cottage on Pheasant 

Road, Copake, N.Y. Prosecution witness Sylvia Kent Weiss 

testified that after she heard Lynn Coons say: "Daddy is lying 

on the floor covered with blood" (Ro 105) she telephoned the 

Substation to report this fact, and that she received this 

answer from the Trooper-Dispatcher: ''Yes, we know. Someone 

will be right outo" (R. lOS) o It is certainly within the realm 

of reasonable certitude that this was the factual situation 

imparted to Trooper Conway and Investigator Brenzel, by Dis-

patcher Blackie when he ordered each of them to proceed separ-

ately to the scene of the fatality. This would seem to be 

abundantly clear and demonstrable from Brenzel's testimony that 

before entering the Coons place he was met in the driveway by 

Conway and "he advised me there had been a shooting." (Supp.H. 

22) 0 , 
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Although the record is silent as to this fact, it is 

common knowledge that all members of the New York State Police 

Department are instructed as a matter of departmental investi­

gative procedure to treat every death as a homicide until the 

contrary has been established. Yet the Hearing Judge, found 

as a fact, that Trooper Conway's ''What happened to him" and/or 

''Who shot him" interrogatory, poised shortly after Dispatcher 

Blackie ordered him to investigate a shooting at the Coons home, 

(Supp. Ho 11), and voiced by him immediately after he entered 

the premises, and immediately after his probing as to Coons 

pulse reaction with negative results, while kneeling by his 

prostrate, lifeless body, (Supp. Ho 11), in full view of a 

standard 22 cal. revolver then resting on the kitchen table 

(Supp. H. 23) was constitutionally permissible, despite the 

conceded failure of Trooper Conway to advise any of the three 

immobilized possible homicidal suspects then present in . the 

kitchen of their constitutional rights. 

The phrase "three possible homicidal"" suspects is used 

advisedly, since it must be assumed that Trooper Conway and 

Investigator Brenzel as Claverack State Police Substation per­

sonnel must have known from the standard New York State arrest 

sheet and other Claverack Subs·tation records of the beating which 

impelled the defendant-appellant to cause the arrest of Ken Coons 

by Trooper Rossman, a l so of the Claverack Substation, on an 

13 



assault warrant of arrest issued by Justice of the Peace Shadic 

less than a month before the shooting. (R. 275, 276). They 

most certainly knew that Pete and Winnie Stalker, the other 

individuals present in the kitchen with Mrs. Coons and her 

dead husband, when they began to interrogate were not present 

in the role of morbidly curious wayfarers and on-lookers,· as 

distinguished from the parents of a 27 year old daughter whom 

the deceased had assaulted on three separate occasions within the 

preceding three months. (R. 165,166, 168, 172, 173). 
" 

A similar factual finding of admissibility as to Mrs. 

Coons inculpatory oral answer to Investigator Brenzel's ''Who 

did this" question as he was kneeling along the body of the 

deceased (Supp. H. 22) and before he placed her under arrest 

and "made her fully aware of her rights", (Supp. H. 23), is also 

constitutionally repugnant. It is, therefore, respectfully 

urged that each of these pre-trial factual bench findings of 

admissibility present errors of constitutional dimensions, 

mandating a new trialo 

MIRANDA v. ARIZONA, 384 U. S. 436. 
PEOPLE v. RODNEY P. 1 21 N.Y. 2d 1. 
OROZCO v. TEXAS, 394 U. S. 436. 
PEOPLE v. PAULIN, 33 A. D. 2d 105; 

aff 1d. 25 N.Y. 2d 445. 

It is further respectfully urged by the defendant-

appellant that the MIRANDA-RODNEY-ORZCO-PAULIN doctrine mandates 



that an estranged partner of bitter marital separation
1

stand­

ing in the very presence of her deceased husband, then known 

by law enforcement officers to have been the victim of fatal 

pistol shots, and who was from that moment in the continuing 

presence of two armed State Policemen, one in full uniform, 

should have been advised of her constitutional rights prior to 

Conway's ''What happened1'interrogatory and/or to his "Who shot 

him?" question, and not inunediately after themo 

''Where a law enforcement officer confronts 
a suspect whom he reasonably believes to be 
the person he intends to arrest, -a c-ustodial 
situation requiring appropriate warnings 
exists from that moment on, even though the 
subject is formally placed under arrest sub­
sequent to the initial confrontationo" 

UNITED STATES v. PHIFER' 5 Cr. L. 2391* 
Uo S. Ct. Mil. App. 8 15/69. 

"The op1n1on of the Chief Justice in the Miranda 
case requires that the warnings must be given 
prior to any interrogation, and that there be 
an express waiver." 

PEOPLE v. KESSLER, 53 Misc. 2d 268 1 270. 

The decision of the New York State Court of Appeals in 

PEOPLE v. RODNEY Po, 21 N.Yo 2d. 1 does not justify the admissi-

bility finding of the Hearing Court that in the kitchen of the 

Coons home on August 24, 1968, at the time Conway and Benzel 

questioned Mrso Coons and extracted inculpatory admissions from 

15. 



her "some form of detention or control by the police officers" 

did not prevail (Supp. H. Opinion 6), nor "had the defendant 

been subjected to the control of the authorities" (Suppo H. 

Opinion 7). In holding that "an examination of the circumstances 

and the atmosphere in which the interrogation takes place is 

essential to a determinat ion of whether a person has been 

deprived of his freedom in any significant way (21 N.Y. 2d 1 at 

6-7), the Court of Appeals ruled in that case that a Miranda-type 

"in-custodial detention" occurs "if a suspect is physically de­

prived of his freedom of action in any significant way, or is 

led to believe, as a reasonable person, that he is so deprivedo" 

(21 N.Yo 2d. 1 at 9)o The Court further held that this test is 

the most reasonable rule that could be promulgated in determining 

what is, and what is not, "in-custodial detention" where a sus­

pect has not been formally arrested and taken into police custody, 

since "it is not solely dependent either on the self-serving 

declarations of the police officers or the defendant, nor does it 

place upon the police the burden of anticipating the frailties 

or idiosyncrasies of every person whom they question (21 NoYo 2d. 

1 at 9-10)." Mrs. Coons, facing an armed State Policeman, a 

few feet distant from the body of her dead husband, whom she 

knew she had shot as he appro~ched her swinging a long, hooked 

iron pole from a distance of five feet, as she remained grounded 

16. 



from his unprovoked prior assault,was clearly a person who was 

physically deprived of her freedom of action in a significant 

way, and one who believed under the existing circumstances as 

a reasonable person that she was so deprived within the purview 

of "Rodney P." before Conway asked his question. 

\of, , 
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POINT II. 

IF THE STATEMENT IN THE HEARING COURT'S 
OPINION THAT "I DO NOT BELIEVE QUOTATIONS 
OR SPONTANEOUS STAT,EMENTS MADE TO AN INDIV­
IDUAL IN RESPONSE TO CASUAL QUESTIONS NOT 
DIRECTED TO ANY PARTICULAR INDIVIDUAL ARE 
WITHIN THE PURVIEW OF THE DECISIONS" (SUPP. 
H. OPINION -6) IS INTENDED TO REFLECT A 
RELEVANT FINDING OF FACT AS TO THE ADMISSI­
BILITY OF DEFENDANT-APPELLANT'S INCULPATORY 
ORAL ADMISSIONS TO CONWAY AND BRENZEL, THEN 
THE DEFENDANT-APPELLANT RESPECTFULLY CON­
TROVERTS IT AS REVERSIBLE CONSTITUTIONAL 
ERROR, MANDATING A NEW TRIAL. 

The only true volunteered confession is a threshold 

statement made before interrogation. The authorities collated 

by Judge Breitel in PEOPLE v. TORRES, 21 N.Y. 2d 49, establishes 

this beyond contradiction. Thus, in correctly holding that 

"absent interrogation" (21 N.Y. 2d 49, SS) truly voluntary or 

spontaneous statements are admissible, he nevertheless cites 

the following authorities in a scholarly review of the problem, 

from which the following significant and relevant verbiage has 

been excised by the defendant-appellant: 

(1) PITTMAN v. UNITED STATES, 9th C.C.A., June 21, 1967 
380 Fed. 2d 368: "The record shows that the 
appellant's statements were spontaneous, and 
were made by him before any questions were 
asked and were entirely voluntary on his part" 
(p. 370). 

(2) BALLAY v. PEOPLE, Sup. Ct., Colorado, August 8, 1966, 
416 P. 2d 446: "Following the shooting the 
defendant was placed in custody and taken to 
police headquarters where without questioning 
he told his sl:ory to the police" (p. 447). 

18. 



(3) UNITED STATES v. DUKE, 368 F. 2d 355: "Defendant 
was placed in a prowl car after his arrest ***· 
On the way to the station house he voluntarily 
stated: 'You've got me tight. What can I do to 
help myself"' (p. 358). 

(4) PEOPLE v. KENNEY, 53 Misc. 21, 527: "The state­
ment made by the defendant to Detective Roberts, 
while he was entering the police station was 
made voluntarily, spontaneously, and without 
interrogation. *** Such statement voluntarily 
made by the defendant, not in response to police 
questioning, is admissible" (p. 527). 

(5) UNITED STATES v. CRUZ, 265 F. Supp. 15: "Before 
o ad been iven the Miranda warnings the 

det°endant blurted out p. 20 • 

In TORRES it is also abundantly clear that the challenged 

inculpatory statement was made after a search warrant was exhib-
-

ited to the defendant by the arresting officer, "but before he 

had asked any questions of the defendant, let alone informed him 

19. 

of the so-called Miranda rights" (p. 53). Judge Breitel buttresses 

this significant and distinguishing feature of TORRES insofar as 

the instant prosecution is concerned when he writes, '!that the 

important point is that the defendant was never questioned; rather, 

he volunteered the whereabouts of the contraband before the officer 

had asked any questions (providing that he intended to do so)" 

(p. 54). 

The recent opinions of the Court of Appeals in PEOPLE v. 

McKIE, 25 N.Y. 2d 19 and PEOPLE v . KAYE, 25 N.Y. 2d 139, lend 

further justification for the defendant-appellant's position 



regarding the error of the Hearing Judge in attributing an 

element of spontaniety to the defendant- appellant's inculpatory 

admissions to Conway and Brenzelo 

McKie unquestionably involved non-custodial police inter-

rogation on a public street a fter the defendant had "initiated 

the verbal duel, not the police" (p. 28) by spontaneously volun-

teering self-incriminating words. The factual narrative in 

Judge Scileppi 1 s prevailing opinion explicitly precludes any pos-

sible application in that case of the constitutiona-1 imperatives 

encompassed within the ambit of the MIRANDA-RODNEY Po-OROZCO-

PAULIN theme: 

"In the instant case it was found at the Huntley 
Hearing - and we agree - that at the time the 
defendant blurted out the admission 'I did, but 
you guys can 1 t prove it 1 -- he was neither in 
custody nor deprived of his freedom in ant signif­
icant wayo Nor can it be said that as a reason­
able man' defendant could have believed that he 
was so deprived (see PEOPLE Vo RODNEY Po (Anonymous), 
21 N.Yo 2d 1). *** Significantly, it was the 
defendant who initia ted the verbal duel not the 
police. He simply should have walked away when he 
saw them, but instead he approached the car and 
started the conversation. It was . the defendant who 
commenced the verbal attack upon Patrolman Monroe 
and it may be fairly said that the admission which 
resulted from the argument was the product of the 
defendant's own bravado. " 

PEOPLE v. McKIE (supra) at page 280 

The favorable admissib! l ity ruling by the Court of Appeals 
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in the KAYE case was likewise predicated upon "a spontaneous 

oral confession" (p. 143) which was described as the act of an 

accused person who ''was rational and coherent at the time he 

volunteered this confessiono" In striking contrast prosecut-, 
orial proof was offered in this case at the pre-trial suppression 

hearing that as Mrs. Coons walked up to the house before the 

shooting she was "intoxicated, I guess"(Prosecution Witness 

Vicki Coons, R. 15) and that when Conway arrived, and before he 

questioned her "she seemed disturbed, in sort of shock, but not 

in a hysterical way --- dazed" (Prosecution Witness Brenzel, R.86). 

The record irrevocably negatives the possibility of any 

evidentiary justification for the paragraph in the Hearing Judge's 

Opinion respecting "quotations or spontaneous statements to an 

individual in response to casual questions." (Hearing Court 

Opinion, p. 6). The interrogations by Conway prior to Miranda 

admonitions, in the presence of a dead husband in the kitchen of 

his home and an estranged "disturbed", "dazed" wife (R. 71). and 

her intoxicated father and mother phrased th the words: ''Who 

shot him?" (Sup po Ho 11) certainly was a singularly explicit horn-

icidal inquiry by a law enforcement officer to an individual who 
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had been led to believe, as a reasonable person in view of existing 

circumstances, that she was being deprived of her freedom of action 
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in a significant way. Pre-Miranda queries by Brenzel in the 

form of ''Who did this?" (R. 75) at a time when he was kneeling 

over Ken Coons' dead body were also constitutionally improvident 

and impennissible, under the ci rcumstances then and there existing 

in the Coons kitchen on August 24, 1968. If there was one legal 

factor definitely lacking in the kitchen of the Coons home at 

approximately 7:40 o'clock, P.Mo on August 24, 1968, it was 

casualnesso 



POINT III. 

THE IN-CUSTODIAL INTERROGATION OF THE 
DEFENDANT-APPELLANT BY INVESTIGATOR POTTS 
AFTER HER ARREST AND IN HIS OFFICE AT THE 
NEW YORK STATE POLICE CLAVERACK SUB-STATION 
WAS CONDUCTED BY HIM IN VIOLATION OF HER 
FIFTH AND SIXTH AMENDMENT PRIVILEGES, AND 
PROVIDES ADDITIONAL CONSTITUTIONAL ERROR, 
MANDATING A NEW TRIALo 

Mrs. Coons was transported f:mm the scene of the 

shooting to the Claverack State Police Sub-station by 

Sergeant Aquillo and Sergeant McHugh at approximately 9:00 

o'clock PoM. (R. 110) in handcuffs, and under arrest (Ro 78). 

The prosecutorial evidence established that as soon as Inves-

tigator Brenzel rad advised her of her rights at the Coons 

home approximately ninety mi nute s before she was taken to the 

sub-station,~ testified that "I also asked her if she desired 

to talk about the matter and she told me that she did noto" 

(R. 78). Yet, approximately one hour later and commencing 

at about 9:10 P 0 M0 (R. 109) he questioned her and elicited 

further inculpatory oral statements after--·interrogating her 

"for one hour and three quarters to two hours" (Ro 116). Even 

if Potts was unaware of the fact that the defendant had invoked 

her Fifth Amendment privilege to Brenzel at the Coons home, 

that fact in and of itself, , constitutionally tainted her oral 
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inculpatory, in-custodial statement to him. Further attempts 

at police interrogation by Potts should never have commenced. 

PJIDPLE v. DUNLEAVY, 26 A.D. 2d 649-650. 
PEOPLE v. PAULIN, 61 Misc. 2d 289 1 at 297; 

affd. 33 A. D. 2d; affd. 25 N.Y. 2d. 
PEOPLE v. FIORITTO, 441 P0 2d 625. 

If the statement in the written opinion of the Hearing 

Judge in his ruling that ''when advised particularly of her 

right to an attorney or the Public Defender, she stated she 

did not want an attorney 'at this t~ .me "' is intended to bolster 

his ruling that admissability of the oral inculpatory statements 

to Investigator Potts had been established by the prosecution 

beyong a reasonable doubt, then it necessarily comprehends an 

erroneous co-related finding that the defendant-appellant had 

knowingly, intelligently and voluntarily waived her Sixth Amend-

ment right to the effective aid of her counsel, who in the words 

of Prosecution Witness Potts "could have been there fifteen min-

utes or an hour" (Supp. H. 45). 

ESCOBEDO v. ILLINOIS, 373 U. S. _A78. 

It has been previously asserted in this brief that the 

prosecution had a heavy burden of establishing beyond a reason-

able doubt at the Huntely Hearing that Mrs. Coons waived any of 

her constitutional rights, including her right to effective aid 

and assistance of an attorney on August 24, 1968 at the Coons 
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home and at the Claverack Sub-station. 

JOHNSON v. ZERBST (Supra). 
PEOPLE v. WITENSKI 2 15 N.Y. 2d 392. 

Has this axiomatic burden of proof ,which cannot be 

lightly inferred, been met where the People's witnesses swore 

that the suspect alleged to have knowingly and intelligently 

waived her fundamental rights at the Coons home and at the Claver-

ack Sub-station was· "intoxicated, I guess" (Prosecution Witness Vickie 

Coonsi, R. 15) • "disturbed in a state of shock but not in a 

hysterical way --- dazed" (Prosecution Witness Conway, R. 71) -

one ' -'who had been drinking" (Prosecution Witness Brenzel, R. 86), 

one ''who had a trace of alcohol on her breath", who ''was upset" 

(Prosecution Witness Potts, Ro 115), and one when asked "if she 

would reduce the oral statement to writing" --- "At that time 

~ decided and said she would like to have the services of an 

attorney" (Prosecution Witness Potts, Ro 117)? Of course, noto 

ESCOBEDO VoILLINOIS (Supra) Page 490. no 140 
GREEN Vo UNITED STATES, 355 u. -So 184. 
UNITED STATES v. MARTIN, (Jack) 1766 F. Suppo 262)0 

If the Hearing Judge had applied the rule expressed with 

succinct judicial precision by the United States Supreme Court 

in VON MOLTKE v. GILLIES, 352 U. s. 708 in the Plurality Opinion 

by Mr. Justice Black reversible error in his pre-trial Huntley 

Hearing finding of admissibility would not be present in that case. 



The verbiage employed by the Court is uniquely appropriate 

here: 

"To discharge this duty properly in light of 
the strong preswnption against waiver of the 
constitutional right to counsel, a judge must 
investigate as long and as thoroughly as the 
circumstances of the case before him demand. 
The fact that an accused may ~ell him that he 
is informed of his right to rounsel and desires 
to waivethis right does not automatically end 
the judge's responsibility. To be valid such 
waiver must be made with an apprehension of 
the nature of the charges, the statutory offenses 
included within them, the range of allowable 
punishments thereunder, possible defenses to 
the charges and circumstances in mi.tigation 
thereof, and all other facts essential to a broad 
understanding of the whole matter. A judge can make 
certain that an accused's professed waiver of 
counsel is understandingly and wisely made only 
from a penetrating and comprehensive examination 
of all the circumstances under which such a plea 
is tendered." 
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POINT IV. 

THE COURT BELOW IN ITS CHARGE TO THE JURY, 
FAILED TO ADEQUATELY DISCHARGE ITS DlITY 
TO CLEARLY SUMMARIZE ADMISSIBLE EVIDENCE 
MOST FAVORABLE TO THE DEFENDANT-APPELLANT. 
THUS, IRREVOCABLE, REVERSIBLE ERROR, MAN­
DATING A NEW TRIAL IS .PRESENTED BY THE 
INADEQUATE, UNCLEAR , INCOMPLETE PORTIONS OF 
THE TRIAL COURT'S CHARGE AS TO THE DEFENDANT­
APPELLANT' S STATtrrORY RIGHT TO SHOOT COONS 
IN DEFENSE OF HER PERSON UNDER THE CIRCUM­
STANCES EXISTING IN HIS YARD ON AUGUST 24, 
1968. 

A person who is about to be feloniously attacked by 

someone with a large iron hooked pipe is under no duty to 

retreat (PEOPLE v. CLAY, 29 A. D. 891; PEOPLE v. RAINEY, 

34 A. D. 2d 557), and particularly when the almost psychotic, 

vicious propensitites of the attacker are known by reason of 

previous physical assaults, to that person. (R. 165, 166, 172, 

173, 201, 202, 265, 266, 274, 275). (U. S. Ex Rel RANDAZZO v. 

FOLLETTE, 282 F. Supp. 2). 

Yet, the Court charged as f ollows, without mentioning in 

connection with this portion of i ts charge·; · that at the very moment 

of the shooting Mrs. Coons remained in a sitting position on the 

ground, to which she had been violently thrust by deceased moments 

before, (R. 32, 138), as Coons started walking towards her five 

feet distant, swinging a long iron hooked pipe (R. 87, 88) as one 

'2 7 0 



would swing a baseball bat (R. 189): 

"You have person No. 1, who is using deadly 
physical force by exhibiting a gun or other 
deadly weapon. No. 2, seeing the gun and 
believing that No. 1 is going to use the gun, 
secures a weapon to defend himself. No. 1, the 
initial person with the gun, cannot go forward 
and shoot the fellow who picked up something to 
defend himself, if he knows that he can, with 
complete safety, retreat or break off the 
encounter by communicating his encounter to do 
so, such as dropping the gun. 

"So in the present case, based upon the testimony 
of the Defendant, if you find----! want to review 
the testimony for a moment. 

"If you recall in her testimony, and it is your 
recollection and not mine which gives you your 
determination, that she testified that she and 
her mother and father arrived at the victim's 
home in the condition recalled by you; there was 
an immediate argument. There was a tussle over 
the child, at which time she was knocked to the 
ground. At this point the deceased and the father 
engaged in a fight. The mother handed the daughter 
a loaded gun. She turned and saw the deceased 
with a pipe in his hand. Up until this point the 
physical argument had beenbetween her father and 
the deceased. At this point you must try to 
recreate in your mind the reasoning of the Defend­
ant and the deceased to resolve certain questions. 

"No. 1., Do you conclude that the deceased procured 
this pipe, if he did, to use against the father of 
the Defendant, with whom he was fighting alone? 
Did he get this pipe, if he did, to use to defend 
himself against the father. In turning with tPe 
pipe, if he did, did he, as a fact, for the first 
time see the Defendant with a gun in her hand? 
Did he have reason to believ~, at this point, that 
she was the aggressor? Did the Deceased, at this 
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point, have reason to believe that the primary 
danger ofhis life at this point was not the man 
with whom he had been fighting, but with the 
Defendant, who had a gun in her hand? 

"If, at this point, the deceased had reason to 
believe that his wife was about to use the gun, 
he was justified in defending himself with the 
proper force. If you find that these circum­
stances did exist by your determination of the 
facts, then you.must determine if the Defendant 
knew at this time that she could have broken 
the stand off, or stalemate, with complete safety 
to herself and avoid shooting by retreating, 
walking away, or dropping tre gun, thereby com­
municating to her husband, with the pipe in his 
hand, her intention to break off the --.encounter. 
This, again, is something to_ be determined by you, 
the jury, as questions of fact. It is your deter­
mination of what exactly occurred based on the 
testimony of all the witnesses. 

"You must exercise with reason to recreate the 
state of mind of all of these people. It is 
your determination of these facts that will rule 
in your verdict. As I have said before, the 
killing of one human by another is most serious 
matter, and to conclude with such an act justified 
requires a most strict application of the rules 
as I have given them to you to the facts as you 
determine them to be. 

"If, after a careful examination of the facts and 
all of the testimony, you reject the defense of 
justification, of self defens~~ as outlined tD 
you, you must then proceed to determine if the 
facts satisfy the requirements of any of the 
degrees of homicide beyond a reasonable doubt." 

In determining the unintentional, yet prejudicial, impact 

of the foregoing upon the jury when it conunenced to deliberate 
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upon the guilt or innocence of the defendant-appellant on 

. a cNirge of Murder, a sentence appearing in a recent unanimous 

opinion of the Court of Appeals written by Judge Burke appears 

to be relevant: 

"In determining the requirements of the 
Court's charge to the jury the defendant 
is entitled to the ·most favorable view of 
the record (cf. PEOPLE v. BATTLE, 22 N.Y. 
2d 323, 324. See also, PEOPLE v. ASAN, 
22 N.Y. 2d 526; PEOPLE v. MALAVE, 21 N.Y. 
2d 26; PEOPLE v. MUSSENDEN, 308 N.Y. 558)." 

PEOPLE v. STEELE, 26 N. Y. 2d .526,,, 529. 
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POINT V. 

IN THE EVENT THAT THIS COURT ARRIVES AT 
A DETERMINATION THAT A REVERSAL AND A 
NEW TRIAL IS NOT WARRANTED BY THE ARGU-
MENTS HEREINBEFORE PRESENTED ON BEHALF 
OF THE DEFENDANT-APPELLANT, THEN, AND IN 
THAT EVENT ONLY, IT IS RESPECTFULLY URGED 
UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF SECTION 543, SUBD. 2 
OF THE· CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE, THAT THE 
JUDGMENT OF THE COURT BELOW CONVICTING HER 
OF MURDER IN VIOLATION OF SECTION 125.25 OF 
THE PENAL LAW SHOULD BE MODIFIED BY THIS COURT 
SO AS TO BECOME A JUDGMENT OF CONVICTION OF 
MANSI.A UGHTER IN THE FIRST DEGREE, AND AS SUCH 
CORRECTED BY APPROPRIATE RE-SENTENCING. 

A conviction of the crime of Murder as defined in the 

Revise d Penal Law can never be sustained where it has been 

established as an affirmative defense that "the defendant 

acted under the influence of extreme Elrd:'ional disturbance for 

which there was reasonable explanation or excuse, the reason-
. 

ableness of which is to be determined by the viewpoint of a 

person in the circumstances as the defendant believes them 

to be," although such an establ i shed defense will not prevent 

a conviction for Manslaughter in the Fir~~ Degree or any other 

crime. 

SECTION 125.25, SUBD. 1-(d), PENAL LAW. 
CRIMINAL LAW IN NEW YORK UNDER THE REVISED 

PENAL LAW, SEC. 189, PAGE 252. 

It is respectfully urged that the statutory reasonable 
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explanatton of excuse, in the form of extreme emotional dis-

. turbance,has been established by the evidence in this case. 

In the front yard of .the Ken Coons, Sr. residence on Pheasant 

Road, Copake, Columbia County, New York, at about 7:00 o'clock, 

P.M., on August 24, 1968, the defendant-appellant had been hurled 

to the ground by a man who was her estranged husband, and whom 

she knew to be a brutal individual who had within the preceding 

month said to her "I'll beat your brains in" (R. 201), and within 

the preceding week "I will mar your face. I'll ,,beat you and mar 

your face until nobody will look at you again". As she sat there 

in a half sitting position (R. 202) can she be deemed to have for­

gotten that the individual who was staring at her five feet away, 

and taking a step towards her, swinging a long hooked iron pipe 

(i.. 189) was the same wife-beater who in the "Spring of 1968" 

(R. 163) at a parking lot "started grabbing" her "inside tre car 

and beating" her "on and about the head" (R. 165), "with his 

fists" -- his "clenched fists", "at least seven or eight times" 

(R. 165). As she sat there, can it be r~~sonably argued .that 

she had forgotten that on July 21, 1968, a Sunday when she was a 

few minutes late in returning their daughter Lynn to Coons, he grab­

bed her by the hair and "started beating me with his fist and open 

hand", or that on the Thursday immediately following (July 25, 1968) 
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(R. 71), Coons again punched her in the face giving her a black 

eye, or that he had shortly before August 24, 1968, threatened 

to kill her, in the presence of Justice of the Peace Shadic -

(R. 277)? 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully urged that 

fundamental concepts of fundamental fairness and due process 

should impel a modification of the judgment of conviction in 

the manner requested. 

PEOPLE v. GRAHAM, 20 A.D. 2d 949 - 3rd Dept. 

Respectfully submitted, 

TIIOMAS J. O'CONNOR, SR. 
Of Counsel and on the Brief. 
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STATEMENT OF FACTS 

On Saturday, August 24, 1968 at about 7:30 P.M., defendant­

appellant killed her husband, Kenneth Coons, at his home at 

Copake, New York by gunfire. The weapon used was a .22 caliber 

high standard Sentinel revolver (People's exhibit 9), capable of 

holding nine rounds. Defendant-appellant fired two rounds into 

the body of victim, one striking the left elbow and one striking 

the middle of the chest in the breast bone. The latter was the 

fatal wound, having punctured the heart, and caused the victim 

to bleed to death (R. 50). 

The victim was married to defendant-appellant in March of 

1962 and his only child, a daughter named Lynn, was born in April 

of 1963. Al though there was an age difference of more than 
-

thirty years bctwoen the defendant-appellant and her husband, 

it was he who had the greater responsibility for the upbringing 

of the child. The victim objected seriously to his wife's life 

style, could not abide her drinking habits, and accused her of 

keeping company with other men (R. 212-213). He had great af-

fection for Lynn and for his other children, spent a great deal 

of time with them, and was not a drinking man himself (R. 205-

206~ R. 241-242). The victim was self-employed .. as a bulldozer 

operator, and, at the time of his death, owned some equipment 

and other assets, as well as his residence on Pheasant Road, 

Kenneth Coons and his wife had numerous separations and re-

onciliations commencing soon after their marriage (R. 205). 

property at Copake, defendant-appellant 
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rchased a house trailer which \•ras ernplaced hear her parents' 

roperty in the To\.m of Hillsdale. She did not tell her husband 

the trailer at the time she purchased it, but did live 

there from time to time during the later separations (R. 209-210). 

She last lived with the victim at Copake in May of 1968, ,,.,hen she 

returned again to her trailer to live (R. 212). At that time, 

she left her daughter with the victim, who insisted upon this ar­

rangement for the benefit of the child. This arrangement seems 

also to have suited defendant-appellant who, although testifying 

that she had asked her husband for the custody of the child, 

never made application to any court for such custody (R. 213-21~). 

After this final separation, defendant-appellant would v i sit 

her daughter at the baby sitter's house or pick her up at the 

victim's house from time to time (R. 162~ R. 212). Commencing in 

July of 1968, defendant-appellant carried her pistol (People's 

exhibit 9) encased in a holster, in her car, each time she went 

to her husband's residence (R. 217-220). She carried her pistol 

with her only on the occasions of those visits, indicated that 

she was prepared to use it on her husband, and carried it for no 

other purpose (R. 218). She was proficient in its use,having 

acquired the pistol and the pistol permit in 1964 (R. 214-215). 

On August 24, 1968, defendant-appellant arose late in the 

morning (R. 224) ~ shortly thereafter, she went to her parents' 

house where she consumed three or four cans of beer (R. 178). 

Her parents were heavy drinkers, and, as far back as she could 

remember were drunk from Priday to Sunday of each week (R. 181). 

It appears that defendant-appellant called her husband on the 
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lephone sometime that day and asked to see the child (R. 13: 

• 225), but the victim refused permission, presumably because 

the drinking problem (R. 229-230). Defendant-appellant re-

turned to her trailer and her parents drove over to the trailer 

at about 6:30 P.H. (R. 180). Further drinking ensued at the 

trailer, and defendant-appellant and her parents apparently had 

a drunken discussion about going to get the child (R. 182: R. 234). 

They concluded that they should try to get the child and left the 

trailer about 7:15 P.M. (R. 183), in spite of the condition of 

all concerned (R. 231). 

Before leaving, defendant-appellant wisely concluq~d that 

her parents shouldn't do the driving and assumed the driving 

chores herself, all three entering the parents' car (R. 181-182). 

At this point, defendant-appellant left the car, v1ent to her own 

car and took the pistol and holster therefrom, returned to her 

arents' car and put the pistol under the driver's seat (R. 183. 

R. 232). Intent on a confrontation, they then proceeded to the 

cottage of Kenneth Coons at Copake Lake (R. 183), stopping for 

further fortification at a bar known as the McDonald House at 

Craryville, New York (R. 236). 

At about 7:30 P.M. the defendant-appellant and her parents 

arrived at the Coons' residence at Copake, all in varying stages 

of intoxication (R. 14-16). They found the v :ictim sitting on the 

front steps, reading the ne'l.'Tspaper, with three of his children 

and one of the nei~hbor's children in the immediate area (R. 29: 

R. 136). From the testimony of three of these children (R. 8: 

R. 25~ R. 134), and of three neighbors (R. 92: R. 103: R. 125) 

tbe following facts were adduced: Peter Stalker, father of 
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efendant-appellant approached the victim, rolled up his sleeves 

d had words with him (R. 17). Defendant-appellant asked to 

Lynn, and the victim told the defendant­

appell"ant that she was too intoxicated to have the child (R. 17). 

A loud a r gument ensued, with the victim continuing to deny the 

child to defendant-appellant (R. 95-96). Peter Stalker pulled 

the victim up from where he was sitting and the victim picked 

up an iron pipe and swung it at Stalker, who took it away from 

him and threw it in the bushes (R. 30-31). During the course 

of the argument over the child, defendant-appellant was pushed 

to the ground by the victim once~ she never was threatened with 

the pipe~ she got up from the ground and sent her mother, Winnie 

Stalker, to the car to get the gun, which her mother handed to 

her (R. 31-33). It was then that the defendant-appellant calmly 

and deliberately pulled off the two rounds of fire, both of 

which struck the body of the victim (R. 47). 

The victim then fell into the house and collapsed on the 

kitchen floor (R. 19). Peter Stalker addressed the prostrate 

victim, telling him to get up and fight (R. 20) , and defendant­

appellant later called the telephone operator and asked for an 

ambulance and police (R. 192), although at one point she had 

refus e d to permit the child, Vickie, t o call a~yone (R. 20). 

l'1hen Dr. Bowerhan arrived at the scene , the defendant-appellant 

was heithe:i: hysterical or upset (R. 7 ). Defendant-appellan t 

made several admissions of guilt (R. 6; R. 70; R. 78~ R. 115). 
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POINT I. 

THE TRIAL COURT RULED CORRECTLY IN 
PERMITTING THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 
SEVERAL INCULPATORY STATEMENTS MADE 
BY DEFENDANT-APPELLANT. 

A. The admission to Dr. Bowerhan. 

Dr. Robert Bowerhan of Copake, N. Y. arrived at the scene 

shortly after the arrival of Trooper Conway, who was the first 

police officer to arrive there (R. 70). The doctor detennined 

that the victim was dead (R. 4). After the arrest of defendant-

appellant by Investigator Brenzel, who advised her of her con-

stitutional rights, the defendant-appellant addressed herself 

to the doctor (R. 78-81). She said to the doctor: 11 J; don't 

know why I did it 11 and 11v1here did the second shot hit him? 11 

{R. 5~ R. 83). These admissions were spontaneous and were made 

to a person who was not an investigating official. It has been 

held that a defendant is not entitled to a suppression hearing 

under the provisions of Section 813 g. of the Code of Criminal 

Procedure with respect to admissions made to private persons, 

unless it is contended that such persons were acting as police 

agents (P. v. Mirenda 23 NY 2d 439). There was no such conten-

tion in the case at bar. 

B. The admission to Trooper Conway. 

Trooper Brian Conway arrived at the scene at about 7:40 

P.M., having been sent there by the State Police dispatcher 

R. 63-64) • The dispatcher, Trooper William R. Blackie, gave 

him no infonnation, other than that there had been a shooting 

at the Coons' residence, Copake, Lake ( R. 5 7) • Upon his arrival 
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Conway was met by Peter Stalker, father of the defendant-

ppellant, who was still very intoxicated (R. 64). Conway pro-

ceeded into the house, examined the deceased, who was lying on 

the kitchen floor, and found the defendant-appellant and her 

mother present~ the revolver was lying on the kitchen table 

(R. 65). 

When Trooper Conway arrived, he arrested no one and ques-

tioned no one. More particularly, he did not arrest defendant-

appellant or address any questions to her (R. 68}. Nevertheless, 

defendant-appellant made this spontaneous statement to Conway: 

"I killed him, I killed him, I shot him twice" (R. 70). In-
"· 

vestigator Brenzel arrived very shortly after Trooper Conway, 

who remained with the defendant 'almost continually thereafter" 

(R. 71). 

It is obvious from the foregoing that the statement made to 

Trooper Conway was volunteered in its entirety. It has been 

held that the warnings required by the Miranda rule are aimed 

solely at an incommunicado police dominated atmosphere or a 

situation involving custodial interrogation (P. v. Phinney 22 

NY 2d 288}. In outlining its requirements in this area the 

United States Supreme Court stated: 

"Volunteered statements of any kind 
are not barred by the Fifth Amendment and 
their admissibility is not affected by our 
holding today." (Miranda v. Arizona 384 
U.S. 436, 478). 

No interpretation of the facts surrounding the statement 

made t o Trooper Conway can support the existence of a police 

dominated atmosphere or custodial interrogation. It is obvious 
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that such statement was made voluntarily, spontaneously and 

without interrogation. 

c. Admission to Investigator Brenzel. 

Investigator Robert Brenzel was dispatched to the scene by 

the State Police dispatcher, who informed him that there had 

been a shooting at the Coons' residence at Copake Lake (R. 74). 

Upon his arrival there, he was met in the driveway by Trooper 

Conway, proceeded directly into the Coons' residence and 

examined the body of Kenneth Coons. While still kneeling over 

the body of the deceased, Investigator Brenzel said, "'Who did 

this?" (R. 74-75}. At that point the defendant-appellant and 

her parents were present in the kitchen, but Brenzel was then 

unaware of their identities (R. 75-76). Conway was also present 

but no one was under detention or arrest and Brenzel's question 

was addressed to no one in particular. Defendant-appellant 

volunteered the answer, "I did it. 11 (R. 78). 

Immediately after the statement by defendant-appellant, 

Brenzel placed her under arrest, removed her to the adjoining 

living room, placed her in handcuffs and gave her the Miranda 

warnings (R. 78). Defendant-appellant then pointed out the 

location of the murder weapon, gave her name, age and address 

but made no further statements to Brenzel at ~he scene (R. 79-

80). 

vlhen Investigator Brenzel arrived at the scene, he knew 

only that he was there to investigate a shooting. His original 

inquiry was a general one, made in the earliest stages of his 

investigation, and falls within the purview of the rule enunci­

ated ·in P. v. Schwartz 30 App. Div. 2d 385, 387: 
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"The defendant's challenge to the 
admission of the first statement based 
on Miranda is without foundation. 
Campbell's questioning at the building 
was no more than the pursuit of a general 
investigation~ the defendant was not in 
custody nor under the threat of apparent 
compulsion, tactics which Miranda forbids 
unless accompanied by the required warn­
ings xxx ." 

At the time of the admission by defendant-appellant to 

Brenzel, she had not been led, as a reasonable person, to be-

lieve that her freedom was restrained in any significant way. 

(P. v. Rodney P. 21 NY 2d l~ P. v. Torres 21 NY 2d 49). Indeed, 

she was not even a suspect prior to that time. Being neither in 

custody nor physically deprived of her freedom in any signifi-

cant manner, defendant-appellant was not enti·tled to the 

Miranda warnings (P. v. McKie 25 NY 2d 19). 

"To require a police o£f icer to 
prevent a prisoner from volunteering 
a statement, or to prevent the officer 
from divulging statements spontaneously 
made to him would stretch the comprehen­
sion of the ordinary citizen to the break­
ing point." (P. v. Kaye 25NY2d139, 145). 

D. Admission to Senior Investigator Potts. 

Defendant-appellant was brought to the off ice of Senior 

Investigator Potts at the Claverack station of the State Police 

about 9:00 P.M. Potts identified himself and re-advised her of 

her constitutional rights (R. 109). Defendant-appellant indi­

cated that she did not want an attorney (R. 110), and gave Potts 

a synopsis of her version of the events leading to the death of 

her husband (R. 114-115). She was careful to inform Potts that 

she did not want her parents implicated in any way (R. 116). 

At the end of the interview with Potts, defendant-appellant 
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declined to reduce her oral statements to 'vriting and requested 

the services of an attorney (R. 117). Shortly before the end of 

the interview, Potts was made aware that there was an attorney, 

one LeSawyer, in the building, but did not know why the attorney 

was there (R. 120). Upon completion of the interview, Potts was 

informed that LeSawyer had been called by someone on behalf of 

defendant-appellant, and he immediately made his office avail-

able to them {R. 118). 

Having afforded defendant-appellant her constitutional 

rights for the second time, Potts was free to continue the ques-

tioning. Defendant-appellant did not indicate a desire to con-

sult with an attorney (P. v. Dunleavv 26 App. Div. 2d '"649). 

Indeed, it was her desire to exculpate her parents and she 

wanted to make her version of the facts quite clear to Potts. 

The Senior Investigator was under obligation to terminate his 

questioning only under the following circumstances: 

"If, however, he indicates in any 
manner and at any stage of the process 
that he wishes to consult with an at­
torney before speaking there can be no 
questioning. Likewise, if the individual 
is alone and indicates in any manner that 
he does not wish to be interrogated , the 
police may not question him." (Miranda v. 
Arizona 384 U.S. 436, 444). 

Such circumstances did not exist in the case a~. bar. 

POINT II. 

THE TRIAL COURT CLEARLY AND FAIRLY CHARGED 
THE DEFENSE OF JUSTIFICATION F~ID· ITS 
APPLICABILITY TO THE CASE AT BAR. 

The trial court recognized that defendant-appellant had 

-9-



raised the defense of justification, and fully and adequately 

charged the jury on the law applicable thereto (R. 326-333}. 

The Court was under no duty to adopt the defendant-appellant's 

version of the facts as part o f its charge (Defendant-Appellant's 

Brief p. 27). Nevertheless, the Court placed her version of the 

facts before the jury and the instructions included all the pro­

visions of Article 35 of the Penal Law which might have been 

applicable and beneficial to the defendant-appellant. 

It is not proper to consider as error of law an instruction 

to which no objection or exception has been taken on the trial. 

(P. v. Rossi 11 NY 2d 379, 383). All the requests to charge 

made by defendant-appellant had already been covered or were 

granted by the trial court (R. 341-344}. It appears from the 

record of trial that there were no exceptions taken to the charge 

but there were some requests made by counsel for defendant­

appellant. The charge was fair and impartial and clearly indi­

cated judicial indifference to individuals (P. v. Odell 230 NY 

481). The court discussed and commented on the facts but did 

not presume to decide them or give positive expressions of 

opinion thereon. (P. v. Halker 198 NY 329~ P .v. Bardieri 149 

NY 256). 

It has been held that the defendant is not entitled to 

select the phraseology of the instructions, as long as the 

thought desired to be presented has b e en fairly stated by the 

court (P. v. Radcliffe 232 NY 249). A refusal to charge in the 

words of the request, where otherwise fully and fairly covered, 

is not error (P. v. Katz 209 NY ·311). 
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POINT III. 

THE EVIDENCE BEFORE THE JURY FULLY 
JUSTIFIED THE VERDICT OF MURDER. 

The Penal Law provides: 

"A person is guilty or murder when: 

1. ~·!i th intent to cause the death of another 
person, he causes the death of such person xxx." 
{Section 125.25). 

After a full trial of the issues the jury concluded that 

the defendant-appellant was guilty of murder (R. 348). The trial 

court agreed with the verdict stating that it was, "fully justi-

fied by the evidence." {R. 349). 

The proof established a long standing dispute between' 

defendant-appellant and her husband over custody of their child. 

'~ith the husband raising frequent objections to the conduct of 

defendant-appellant, particularly her drinking. It appears that 

he used this conduct as the basis for denying custody of the 

child to defendant-appellant and also for denying visitation 

rights to her from time to time. The proof further established 

that for sometime prior to August 24, 1968, defendant-appellant 

carried the gun in her car whenever she went to her husband's 

house, she having testified that she was prepared to use it on 

him and that she carried it for no other purpose. It appeared 

from the evidence adduced at the trial that defendant-appellant 

was refused visitation rights on August 24, 1968 during a tele-

phone conversation with her husband. In spite· of his admonition 

not to come on that day, she and her father and mother, in vary-

ing stages of intoxication, decided to go to the husband's 

residence. Before leaving, defendant-appellant carefully 
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transferred the loaded pistol from her car to her parents' car, 

in which they proceeded to the home of the deceased. Upon their 

arrival, the husband refused to release the child, an argument 

ensued, and defendant-appellant shot her husband to death. 

It is the contention of defendant-appellant that the judg-

ment of conviction should be modified by reducing the same to 

Manslaughter in the First Degree, contrary to Section 125.20 

subdivision 2 of the Penal Law {Defendant-Appellant's Brief p. 31). 

In support of this contention defendant-appellant urges that she 

acted under extreme emotional disturbance, citing certain alleged 

threats and assaults which occurred sometime prior to August 24, 

-1968. The People respectfully urge that there is no evidence in 

the record demonstrating that defendant-appellant was acting 

under extreme emotional disturbance at the time she shot and 

killed her husband. On the contrary, it is indicated that she 

was in full possession of her faculties and emotions, with her 

courage fortified by drink, at the time she fired the fatal shot. 

It is well settled that any correction or modification of a 

judgment of conviction must be based upon the record and appli-

cable rules of law {P. v. Rytel 284 NY 242). The authority to 

modify provided by Section 543 subdivision 2 of the Code of 

Crimi nal P~ocedure does not include the authority to extend 

mercy by finding a lesser degree of crime than is established 

by the evidence {P. v. Potskowski 298 NY 299). 
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POINT IV. 

THE JUDGMENT SHOULD BE AFFIRMED. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ROGER J. MINER 

District Attorney of 
Columbia County 
Court House 
Hudson, New York 



Westwinds 
East Chatham, New York 12060 
November 17, 1969 

Mro Roger Miner, District Attorney 
Columbia County Court House 
Hudson, New York 

Dear Mro Miner: 

The newly formed Republican Association of Canaan, New York wishes 
to develop a young Republican group. 

We have learned of your work with the Young Republicans on the County 
level and would appreciate your coming and speaking to us on Th~day 
December 11th, at the Canaan Town Hall at 8 Po M. j ~ 

...- '--

We will encourage YoungRepublicans to attend and a social hour will 
follow the business meeting. 

We look forward to ·your reply. 

Very truly yours, 

The Cana.an Republican Association 

(Mrs. William Ro Macfarlane) 

Secretary- Treasurer 

' 



November 28 , 1969 

Mrs. William R. Macfa rlane 
Secretary-Treasurer 
The Canaan Republican Association 
East Chatham , New York 12060 

Dear Mrs. Macfarlane : 

Thank you for your kind 
group. 

I shall be happy to attend 
on Thursday, December llt 

rjm/jn 

Canaan Town Hall 
.00 P.M. 

Mi.ner 
Attorney 



Westwinds 
East Chatham, New York 12060 
December 17, 19 9 

Mr. Roger J. Miner, District Attorney 
Columbia County Court House 
Hudson, New York 12534 

Dear Mr. Miner: 

'nle Canaan Republican Association wishes to thank you and 
Mr. Charles Inman for attending our meeting on December 11th. 

The members enjoyed your discussion as to the duties of your 
office as District Attorney arxi Mr. Charles Inman' s work 
with the young Republicans of the County. 

With best wishes for the Season Holidays. 

Very truly yours, 

'!he Canaan Republican Association 

(Mrs. William R. Macfarlane) 



VALATIE SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 

LAWRENCE F . NOVAK. PRESIDENT 

JOHN S. BULAN , VICE PRESIDENT 

CLEON LINDSAY . TREASURER 

BARBARA VAN VORIS , SECRETARY 

LINDA BEMISS . ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

VALATIE. NEW YORK 12184 

DIRECTORS 

November 18, 1972 

Roger Miner - Distr i c t Attorney 
Hudson 
New York 12534 

Dear Mr . Miner : 

You have been given as a refference by Jame s J . 

THOMAS J. BELL, JR . 

PAUL PATCHIN 

EARL C . VAN ALSTYNE 

ARTHUR J . HEINS 

DoJan of Hudson , New York, who is seeking to obtain 

a mortgaf e . 

Please furnish us with whatever data you may feel 

disposed to ~ ive, con~~denti a lly, concerning your 

exper i ence wifh Mr . Dolan . 

Your prompt response ill be most appr eciated . 

Yours truly 
VALATIE SAVINGS & LOAN ASSOC. 

t~ ~· fJwu,t, 
Linda J . Bemiss 
Ass ' t Secy . 



Ms. Linda J. Bemiss 
Assistant Secretary 

November 22, 1972 

Valatie Savings and Loan Association 
Valatie, New York 12184 

Dear Ms. Bemiss: 

In response to your letter of Noveinber 18th, I am 
happy to give this character reference for James J. 
Dolan of HudSon, New York with whom I have been ac­
quainted for more than ten ye~rs. 

Mx·. Dolan is an honest forthright individualy and. it 
is my opinion that he wiil fulfill any obligation 
which he undertakes. 

I trust this . .,is the information you require. 

rjm/jnb 

Very truly yours, 

Roger .J. Miner 
District Attorney 



/ 
CATSKILL CENTRAL SCHOOLS 

OFfl CE OF THE'. 
P R I N CI P AL 

Mr . Roger Miner 
445 Warren Street 
Hudson 
New York 

Dear Mr . Miner : 

CATSKILL. NEW YORK 12414 
518- 943- 2710 

GRAN DV I EW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

August 10 , 1968 

The Grandvie P .. . T. A. is sponsoring a panel discussion on 
narcotics and juvenile delinquency on November 12 , 1968 at 8 P. M. 
at the Grandview school , Cats':ill, New York . Mr . Alan Osterhout , 
pricipal, j oins with me in inviting you t o partici9ate in t his 
pro5ram . As district attorney of our neighboring Columbia County, 
I am sure your presence would help to ma..ke our program a sucess . 

Plc8.se le t us 11ear from you as soon as pos:tible on this 
matter . Thank you. 

Sincerely, ~ 

~~....J<-e~/ 
J acqueline Carmichael 
President , Grandview P. T. A. 
R. D. #1 Bo - 116C 
Catskill 
New York 



Augu t 20, 1968 

Mrs. Jacqueline Cannichael 
President, Grandview P.T.A. 
R. D. l Box 116C 
Catskill, New York 

Dea rs. Cannichael: 

Thank you for your invitation articip 
panel discussion on narcotic ·uvenile 
at the Grandview School on Jf'O~et~~ 12th. 

I shall be happy to partici"""'"°"' 
look forward to seeing ou a 

rjm/jnb Roger J. Miner 
District Attoniey 

in the 
linquency 

and 
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