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. ''Dela Vu'' Indeed. With . , • 
· ·NelJ Young back on 

. board, CrolbJ, Slllll, 

.. ;"81116 YOU!llbegln their 

. ' fhst U.S. tour in 25 years 
. tonight. VH1 will cany . . 

. the Detroit concert's Jiist ; 
' .three songa at.8 p.m. : . ~ ; 
. ShoUld be "suite;" ...... · ... -; 
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· Historjr'son tJ1¢.Ropes·il1 'Hrirriciili.e'
1 --.Erst f®trMmi .. · _: . ·.· ,. . - . 

: ByLEWISjl.STEEL_:: '· ·. : .. 

M
. ostAmerieans.underst:uid' 

. that ''real life''.'movies ~e~ · 
or fall on therr entertain

. merit value and accepUhat at least . 
some elements offictfon are mixed 

· · together with fact.. However, Unf-· 
· versa! Pictures' , "The Hurricane" · 

crosses the line be~n .reason-
able eIDbellishIDent . and perni~ . 

· cious diStcirtion: . . .. · . . 
. Tiiough mi>viegoeri . do · learn · 
that a middleweight boxfug con- . · · 1 

tender, Ri.Ibin "Hurricane" Outer, ~ I 
· was imprisoned for 20 years .-on . . . .. . . • . . .. . · . . 
trumped-up· murd~r charges, the , . :· .-.. ·.: ... '~';£'. ';:_·/ :-;;:_ · .. ~·-<· · . · -. · ·: .- . . · · . Ai!soc:iatedl'less 

·.film tranSfonns ·his painful story Rubiri carter, ~With iµs honorary .cb8mpionsbip belt from the _World I 
· into a series of false cliches: He ·Boxing Council; speaks during a: · recent m:iit at DePaul UniVersity. 

_ .. ·. · was jailed because of.one :, raci$t · _· . . ·:. -. : · · . · · ~ · ·. :· .· •. _:- .. : . .- .. · . . . · : ~ ;· . / · · ··:J 
· cop; he was freed through the ef1 . creating . false. eVidence . ot. con< murders gave descriptions of the I 
. forts of a i::omin:ime of~te peo- · demn the prosecuto~ f9r. present-'. killer.that did-n~t fit Carter.and Ar- j 

bi·! =·~~J~~:: __ . in1!t::~th~ -~~ipllhlic:::: .. :e~:e~tii:O:!t~ r!: I 
tem. . -' · • · .. : : ··-> . .. · eould have 1e3rried from: this case· and ArtiS talked t0 the police .freely I 

.: Along'with .Myi:oii Beldock -and. ·was tbatJbe•SOUthein-sfylejustice: . without asking for ,lawyers;, ac-.! . 

. · · Leon Friednian;;.l: spentm~re_. than.._,_ of an ·earlier. eril· could:: st;ill ocCur' .: counted for where, they had beeri.:. i 
'. a decade _represeilt:iiig · llubin· --anywllereill-iheu0itetfstate8. ·· ·and agreed to take lie-detector-! 

· .. Carter and his co-defendant, John Ironiciilly, ·. the .true stoty;_ tests, . which they passed.. As a re-· i 
· · · ~ fightihg to expose police-ere- · eontained eni>ugh clriima to satisfy··· sult, the chief police investigator. I 

· ·ated _false. eviden~e, pi;osecutorial . any mo'viegoer. ·o.n a summer . told. a grand jury .that Cart!!r and., 
, niisconduct; ·and: JUdiaal accept".·· night in)966_ . 'in Paterson, N.J., "two ... · Artis ci>uld not be the killers. . . 
·ance of a trial by race rather than __ black: men burstfuto a bar, and for : . A few months_ later the police. 
. fact:· During . . years of ·appeals' reasons that still remain _1.llldear,_· .-. havingfo'und·no murder weapons,;.! 

. : --• through the NewJersey s~te court shot and.killed three white people · fingerprints- or other evidei:u:e _and-: 
. . . ·· systeni in the la~ )970s.and-.-'80s; . and waunded another; Orlginally,:_. not.even disCeming a motive, were. 
; ·not. one of the more th~ 20 .state · the police had rea5on- ·to· focuS on" ·desperate .to s0Ive thiS very public._; 

:·'court judges who ,reviewed the ·.Carter and Artis.'A WitneSS Said'>Crime. To. do so; · they pressured~'. 
. . case _was . williiig· .to confront thtf: :tWo bJ.3.d: ·meri.flOO~the- scene ilia_. .·rivo petty criminals· who :were·! 

,._ . . ·. i'acism"behin~ ·the unprove~ accu~.-- White ear with_out-<x-sta.te licenSe_._: :.comiDittiilg. a burgtary down the ' 
· satio.n that, Carter. and ·.Arfis mur~ plates.: Cartedmd John Artis, .who·, · sireet from the bar where:the mur-: I 
dered thre_e r:andoIIllY. -~~en::, bad never beeri fu troUble with the· .ders occurred to: identify Carter i 
whites to i!Venge an earli~ killing . Iawand was 3boufto go. to college and Artis. To. bolster their ca5e; the ; 

. ·of a black man by a whit~. ntan.. · on _an · athletic. scholai'ship, were- . police planted a bullet and a shot-;! 
_. N?r. were the . state. ·court .Judges . picked up in· the Vicinity shortly af.· :' gun , shell in . Carter·~ .. ~,: an~:. 1 
• ,willing ,. to. ,expose ·the police for_:_· ter the crime ili a _White . car with · . ~aChed a key ,witness-illto iden~- j 

:. · · . Lewis M. Steel isa ciuil·rlghts at- :.out~of~State . pla~si Beyon_d.:that;·.· :fying that caras the .. geta\Y_3:f ve~~~ 

::. · .. ~;;:r,::;f;J;-%::e,:~cz~ . :=~~--~~i-5~ii;c~~~t~_:: _ ·:~~:1soi, an:an~wbi~e)illY;~i. 
fe.TzSe team from 1975to1988. Steel . A thinlmanbadbeenm the car.: '.'a .time of great t~1on fueled, by

1 ·was the lead f:zmimey for John.Aitis. . Two survivors ;or. th~:. barro,o~, . Please see Hu~e. ~ , 
. .~· .· . ... 
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. ;.::£1 ~· · : · ·.· ~ · ~ i ·J·7he·Hurrieane'; ~ci shown . :a ~nJJ1.n~carrnfa . •t happened, inany more peo-
. . ,,. . _ . _ . · :. ple'.'might have come· to . under-· 

Cvm .• miad lrom F4 ·. ·. . stand why the .. predominantly 
racial rebellion( in Newark and blai:k jury m the O:J. Simpson case 
·other.urban cities, convicted. the· · waS so . quick to acquit him and , 
tWo in.en. But the New Jersey Su-· · why so many black Americans ap- · 

· preme Court threw out the verdict pJauded that decision.. .. : . . • . : 
. · in .1976 because the prosecutors ·· ;But a final nagging question re-· . 
.. had failed to reveal that they hacf Uiafus. MU$t art b.e socially· useful · 
given the two petty thieves dealS in in .order to be worthwhile? After 
· retiuri for their testimony. · .. · . . . aJl, socially useful art solm.ds sus- . 

. Rather than.,accepting that the piciously .like state-controlled.art. 
·police had. coerced witnesses. and . Put that way, the answer must be 
.Perjured themselves .and that the no. And with Denzel -Washington 
remaining· evidence pointed .. to playing Carter;. ;director . Norman 
Carter and Artis' iilnocence, the Jewison cei:tainly has created a 
prosecutors. decided to. retry them. s®ng movie that does conVey the 
. At this. second trial,. iri front of a ·, 'enormity . of. the injustice that oc-

i . predominantly white. jury, only , curred But that is not the Whole 
otie of the petty thieves ie,stified, . . . . . . . GEORGE'KRAYC!iYR 'aliswer.. . · · · . . _ .. , . . . · . 
telliD.g a ridiculous jumble of con-. D~eI ~Yashlngtori Pl~ iniprisoried former_ middleweight _boxei ... . ·:Here, .\Ve .. -ari .. not tal&g Shout . 
flicting stories. In additioll,. oiir de- Rubin Carter in "The Hurricane," directed by Norman Jewison. . what audiences may like, bui what 
fense team . showed. that · the · · .. · '. . . · · " · is honeSt arid true. Where. a story is 
plaiiied. bull~t ·and· shell did Ila~· . falsified·. 3ild mamprii~ted .. evi- the federal writ of _habeas corpus little knoWI}.;. as this one was, ~ 
match the amm~tion used in the dence, the ~e. triilI judge ruled to _nµllify these unconstitutionaJ. ·. HonyWood ·mUst reante .that the 
killings arid that the automobile they were mentally unbalanced convictions, unraveled the pros~ public will learn almost eVerytliing 
identificati'?n .'was an inaccurate Unfortuilately; the moVie leaves ecution cas_e and. brought daylight · ·it knows about the event from the 
.invention of the police. . · . out .. virtually. everything. that hap~ into this nightmare. . . · movie. Unlike .the Oliver Storie film 

. . . .. . ,. · · · pened. Instead~ it. falsely pictures a : Because the movie ~gai:coats ~'JFK/' for example, where ahnost 
· 'conco~g ~·. · -.. , group of white CanadiaDs finding the stocy, the audience ·not . only . evei:Yone ·comes ~ irito ::the movie 
· · Th . . key evidence and . surviving a sympathizes with. Carter's struggle. :having. thclr o"11i take: on .how: the 
. a . eor.y.. . threat on their lives bf the one me- for freedom (Artis is barely seen),. furrilei'; president ~· killed, and 

Tei make up .for their la~of evi- ist .cop. The Canadians and anAf- and feels good when Judge Sarokin :where the truth ~out the event 
· ·_dence, . the . prosecutors, two ()f rican Ameriqm boy they were mis- · releases him, but also leaves with was· briried with his killer, a judg~ · 
· Whom irere ·rewarded . with state ing did give Carter psjrchological . the thought ~ our criminal j~ ·.· ment about how Rubin Carter and · · : 
. cciurt.:}tidgeships, concocted their support during his darkest hours, . .tice system eventually works. Al!- .· John Arti/> were convicted has been l 
. malignant racial-revenge theocy. It · and provided our defense-_team at- Cura.te or not, isn'.t that enough for. rendered based upon inefutablE ' 

worked'.. The jciry wasted no time. tomeys with excellent paralegal one movie to accomplish? The an-. facts. . : . _· . . 
rendering guilty verdicts, 'and the. support, but they uncovered none -swer is Ii.o. _By depriving the audi~ To diScard and distoit these 

. •·:trial· j:udge, .reimposed .. life sen- · of the· evidence. that led to the ence.of the opportunity to See just "facts .does · us ·an a real. disservice. 
tences. Later,: When an ~temate overturning of Carter and Artis' how racist the criminal juSti.ce sys;:- Taking the easy way o~t ofa coin· 

jtiro(came forward to testify about convictions. . . . . · ' tem can be, and to what exten( · plex stoiy by creatin~. a soap opera 
jurf :~oo~ racism, · and a former _' Only thousands of hours of our prosecuto~ .will go to obtain ~-. · ~e3(J';()f engaging ·in_ the harC 

. county investigator as well as a for- defense team's worlc and the inter- just c,onvictions, the audience did work of crafting a real story cheau 
mer aSsistant prosecutor testified. vention of U.S. Disttict Juclte 1i not learn Why so many ·blacks fee! the public. out of a much. mon 
that .. the . prosetutors . shameleSsly Lee Sarokln in 1985, who invoked they do no_t get a fair ~ance. .~~ movie_~exp~ence'. .... , . 
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