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[ ....... n· .. .. ·· ... ,, . ' ... ¢onsiderable iner~ffoi example, ' .· ' 
· 8 ers · :· tµe racism discussed by Mr. ~teeL · , . 

···.:· 
· .was far more pe_rvasive thaµ · . · . . • . 

. .. , .. . . . . depicted i~ the µioyf.e and was not ( _.. 
.. • We af~ 'lli~.'tWtf~fher"prlncip~ :i·\r Iim~ied toasin~e pp)ice.o~ce(: . ·. 

lawyers il1 the Rubin °Hurricarie':,.::', :B_ut .we do n,ot wish at this. time. to.,. . 
· Carter-JohnArti~ ;-case, with UiwiSt. .• exte.nd debate pn the film~ . >. • · 
.. : ¥· Steei..:V.ritWii9W: \V~ hav~ iiot. . :;.p ~historical accuracy, There is and 

. · . cQmmeijt.ed'p't.lblitlyJ1.bOl\t the · ~hould be ~9om for different. . 
· ·· ·· t· "·'"""!-i_·y···;,"··."· .a;..-g·th · ·.. mterpretatmnsandperspectives. ·· con rover" .. uncer1w1 . e · , " . · . . . " · . . . . ... · 

·. · · . ~tithfulite~(and accura~y of ·~riie .. ·' .. It 1s regrettable. that ~e movie .· . . 
.. Hurricane.'' However the' recent , ,. does not ac!m()wledge many Qf ~e .. 
·' Counterj)unch article' written bf : · . indivil;luals who committed 
. the producers (arid th!:! director) of .. !f1e1!1selves to ~e long fight for . . • . 

the movi!l. ·attacking our colleague, ' . JUS~IC~ for R~bm Carter and Jo~n " . 
Mr. Steel, compels us to speak out. . Artis, mcludmg. amon~ othe~s. Mro.:: . 

The Jan: 31 article ('.'Lawyer's, ·. Steel; Fred Hogan, the myestigator 
View of 'Hurricane' Was · · who first uncovered th~ perjm:y : . 
s lf-S rvi ") b Arm · :< co1:1'miUed by the state. ~ ~ey . · 
e e ng ' Y y~1;1 . · · witness: and Selwyn Raab, the New · 

.· Be~nst?in, Norman Jewison, Rudy . York'rimes reporter who brought · 
·. Langlais and John Ket_c.ham, · · the world's attention to the : ·' . 
· attacked Mr. Steel as · · · : . . . ·. . · ·. · · 
''d' · ti d " " If- . · .. · d pe9ury. We und~rstand that the · . . ' ..•. 

!~gru~ e • se servmg,. an . : movie makers had limits andmade · 
as seeking self-promotion. This , choices. We would like it kriown · 
att~ck resp~nded to an earlier . · · . that the magic of the driginlll case' · 
article pubhsh~d Jan; 24, in which .. wa:s that while the campaign .wa~ · 
Mr. Steel criticized th.e movie for , going on; a· wide number of • .. · 
do~playing the inst1tutio?-~ individullls worked together, · · 
racism that led t~ t.he convictions outraged by the unfairness and 

. and o~erempqasizmg the racism and prosecuforia] . ' 
contnbutions made by some · niisconduct that pervaded the . 
Canadians who came to the. case, notably including Le~ra ·. 

.. United States and devoted Martin and the Canadians. In ·· 
themselves to freeing Mr. Carter. over-focusing on their actions, the 

We have known Mr. Steel for film undervalues the contributions · 
. . ~ore thaq 25 years, a~d we ~ow . ·of so 'Ilany others and t~e : · . . · · 
.. him to be a conscientious, sipcere, teamwork ahd team spint that 
. ~kill.ftil and dev~ted fighter for carried clients, lawyer~ and 
Justice. As a seruor partn~r m a supporters through long years of 
smB.11 firm, h~ could not l~ghtly · adversity and enabled t~1em to .. 
make nor easily pursue his ultimately achieve .the habeas 
commitment to the defense of this corpus victory. 
complex, high-profile c~se. H? . our own judgment is that, . 

spent OVef 13 years as a principal ; . notwithstanding these comments; 
membe.r of the Carter-Ar~is leg8;1 there is a great deal to admire in · 
team ~thout compensation. His . . . . this significant and inspiring film. 
dedication never wavered • . . . Rubin Carter's blazing spirit was· .. 
throughout _tbe long figh.t to wm .· ·. the guiding light in the long fight 
freedom and secu~e justice for tw~ . for justice, and Denzel · 
defendants he believed were . . . Washington's portrayal of Rubin 
wi'~ngly convi~ted and _victims ~f. · · · was stirring and masterful. The 
racism. . . · · entire story of the Canadians' 

. He has had a long record of adoption ofLesra Martin, his 
fighting for civil rights and reaching out for and adoptiort of . 
defending individual liberties in a · Rubin Carter; Lesra's enlisting of 
variety of situations besides the .. . . the Canadians in the battle, and : 
Carter case. He is past president of their devotion to Rubin is genuine 
the New York Chapter. of the . . and mo\ring and exceptional. The 
National La\;\'Yers Guild and is a emotional tone of the inovie is 

· nationally recognized leader ·· very accurate, which.is why so 
t among advocates committed to . · many movie audiences have. 

working for the rights of those who ·. · embr11ced it. And.we believe the .. 
have been poorly senred by the . ·producers an..d director should be · . 

. criminal justice system; It is a · · · givenereditfor exposing how · · 
·· distortion of his character and a · . difficult it is to attack fojustice in 
.. ··misrepresentation of his motives • : '" . our society. _Bµt, ~hf.lir misguided. ·· 
· to accuse him of Writing critically • . ' personal attacks oh Lewis Steel do:. 

about the film because· he was not . not do them credit. ·. .• ' . . 
portrayed in it. · . . · . . , ·.; LEON .. FRIEDMAN 
<Iii additio~. som~ ~hiis .': I' • • • • I • ·,MYRON BELDOCK 
criticism of the. film has . ·New York 

i 

; ·, 


	'Hurricane': Film, Lawyer Defended (Los Angeles Times)
	SKM_360i24022113350

