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Court Orders a New Hearing 
On Recli ~cing Artia Sentence 

By SELWYN RAAB 
1be New )ersey 4iupreme Court has serving the flelltence last August after 

anlered a MW hearing to determine pleading guilty to conspiracy to distrib­
wllether a maximum six-year prison ute $50 worth of cocaine and receiving 

1 ~ IIIQNt88d on John Artis for a a stolen handaun- At the sentencing, 
nai'coticl conviction should be reduced. Mr. Artis's lawyers said that since the 

1be ClOUl'l directed a Passaic County murder C(lllviction, the onl~ 
SdperlqJ CGurt Judie, Frank M. Dona- allegation aaatnst him, had over­
to, to ncnsdde- Ills Nlltencinl of Mr, turned, he should be treated as a first 
Al1il In Ught of ndings in an unrelated offenderand released on probation. 
ca1e In which Federal courts over. Mr. Artis, denying that he was a drug 
IUl'8ed the previous murder cenvic- dealer, tol(I Judge Donato that he 
tlall9 of Mr. Artis and a co-defendant, bePn using cocaine in an attempt to 
Rubin (Hurricane) carter. haft the spread of Bueraer's diseil8e, 
i n.e Gnler, Ill a six-to-one decisJGn, an incuratile circulatory illness. 
wu lllllled In Tnnton Jut Thursday At the headng, the ~e said that 
inlllllllldepubltcyesterday. Mr. Artl$ bad not led a' law-abiding 

In appealing to the State Supreme life" and that the murder conviction 
Caurt. Mr. Artis'• lawyers, Leon Fried- had been "vacated on technicalities." 
... ancl Lewis M. Steel, contended - F1nt c.vledllll OVertuamd 

• tbal 1118.-..ce was lllldulyhanhand 
lbat Juclp Donato had improperly Mt. Artis and Mr. Carter, who are 
cited the murder eanvtcUon in Passaic black, were convicted of the fatal 
CCllnty as a ,.... for a pri8on term. 8hootJngs in 1• of two white men and 
"We are bapeful that Judge Donato will a white 1'0lll8II in a bar m Paterson. 
now see flt to release John immediate- 1be first C8llVlc:ttons were overturned 
ly,"tbeJaldinajolntltatemenL In 1978 after two key pl'OleCllllon wtt-

Mr. Anis, who II 41 years old, began :;:a =-===:e::, ~::,: 
LL---!i-=!IB!!!!ll!ll!!!!l!!!!---===~~!=IOVer cllarges of racial bias. At a sec:ond 

trial, bodl l'iaenwere oonvtctedapln. 
Mr. ArtiJ was releued cm parole In 

1981 after 8efflD8 15 yan in prison. 
Mr. Carter, a nnking mlddlewefaht 
boxer when convicted. was serving -a 
minimum --==~rs wbel\ a 
Federal Judae the murder 
convictionl m ·-an the ground that a Passaic County prosecutor had with-
held evidence and-made knproper ra­
cial relDll'ks to tbieJmy. 

1be _,.r c:baqea_i.,.-e formally 
dismisliefl IUt F~ af-.,r the 
United Statel SUpteme CGurt tefuaed a 
request by the ~Caun~y Prose­
cutor to reinltatetlle CClllvicdona. 
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