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Job number 486 *** SEND SUCCESSFUL *** 
UNITl!!:O .STATE=.:S C::c,uRT C>F APPEALS 

SECOND CINCUIT 

Ct-lAMDCft• o .. 
R~Srl -1. MINIER 

UNtT•~ c:~:~.:i; ~U~~N';.t-tOLJll!llr. 

...... .-ft':.~~~~~ f~~~A1.4. 

Ho=- Catha=ine O'Hagan Wo1fe 
C~e=k o~ the Court 
United State• Court of Appe-ia 
u. S . Courthouaua 
500 Paa=1 Streat 
N•- ~o=~• NY iooo? 
Ra: Da:v::Jzc:i coJ-:J..:Lc; 

March 20, :.ooa 

I enc1oae additiona1 correaponde=c• received in m A1b-ny 
chaJ"nbara from Da~id Co11ic. 

RJM/Bjh. 
E%'1.C. 

---

Since=a:Ly, 

~ 
Roge 



........ 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
SECOND CIRCUIT 

CHAMBERS OF 

ROGER J. MINER 
CIRCUIT JUDGE 

UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE 
445 BROADWAY, SUITE 414 

ALBANY, NY 1 2207 

Hon. Catherine O'Hagan Wolfe 
Clerk of the Court 
United States Court of Appeals 
U.S. Courthouse 
soo· Pearl Street 
New York, NY 10007 

Re: David Collie 

Dear Ms. Wolfe: 

March 20, 2008 

I enclose additional correspondence received in my Albany 
chambers from David Collie. 

RJM/sjh 
Enc . 

Sincerely, 

-----... .... 



.. - Prisoners' Legal Services of New York 
301 South Allen Street 

Alba S. Johnson 
Executive Director 

Karen Murtagh-Monks 
Deputy Director 

David Collie 
99Al767 
Great Meadow Correctional Facility 
Box 51 
Comstock, New York 12821 

Dear Mr. Collie: 

Albany, New York 12208 
Tel.: (518) 438-8046 
FAX: (518) 438-6643 

• March 12, 2008 

James M. Bogin 
Managing Attorney 

Gavin A. Cook 
Dianna Goodwin 
Joel Landau 
Staff Attorneys 

Thank you for sending me your questionnaire and releases. Unfortunately, you wrote on back of the 
releases so I cannot use them. One of them did not say anything particularly revealing, so I used it to 
send in a request for your hearing records and the use of force records. However, I cannot use the 
other ones because of the content of the writing on back of the forms. Please fill out the new ones I 
have enclosed, and do not write anything on the back. 

I have also enclosed a medical release form since we may not have sent you one with our first packet. 
At any rate, I did not receive one back from you. 

3 Please be aware that these cases are almost impossible to win. In your case, there might be some 
problem distinuguishing harm done by the guards versus harm done to you by the fight. It is also 
difficult to overcome officer testimony if they all get together and tell the same false story. I am not 
sure that I can take your case, but I will examine the records closely to see if there is a way to 
challenge the officers' account of their assault on you. • 

~ We do keep track of these kinds of beat ups by officers. I have frequently heard the story ofinmates 
getting beaten up for coming off the wall, when the inmate says it was in fact an unprovoked attack 
by an officer. I keep track of those guards and those institutions. I cannot do a FOIL request for all 
such attacks because I need permission from the inmate to obtain his records. They won't send them 
out otherwise. We speak to the department of corrections about these kinds of incidents, but the best 
thing you can do is grieve them. You said in your letter that you did grieve it. Do you have a copy? 

. If so, please send it to me and I will copy it and send it back to you. 

I am very hopeful that our new governor, David Patterson, will be more amenable to making changes 
in corrections that will end these kinds of attacks. 

Enclosed please find the papers that you sent me with your request for our services. I have made 
copies for my file. 

Encs. 

Very truly yours, 

ffi~J2--
D1anna Goodwin 
Staff Attorney 
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GREAT MEADOW CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 
BOX51 
COMSTOCK, NEW YORK 12821-0051 

NAME:~ ?vd-L--r ~ 

Great Meadow 
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.rr1soners~ Legtil Services of..,Ne»: .. Y ork 
301 South Allen Street • - ---..::::....:- . 

Alba S. Johnson 
E~ecutive Director 

Karen Murtagh-Monks 
Deputy Director 

David Collie 
99Al767 
Great Meadow Correctional Facility 
Box 51 
Comstock, New York 12821 

Dear Mr. Collie: 

Albany, New York 12208 
Tel.: (518) 438-8046 
FAX: (518) 438-6643 

• March 12, 2008 

James M. Bogin 
Managing Attorney 

Gavin A. Cook 
Dianna Goodwin 
Joel Landau 
Staff Attorneys 

Thank you for sending me your questionnaire and releases. Unfortunately, you wrote on back of the 
releases so I cannot use them. One of them did not say anything particularly revealing, so I used it to 
send in a request for your hearing records and the use of force records. However, I cannot use the 
other ones because of the content of the writing on back of the forms. Please fill out the new ones I 
have enclosed, and do not write anything on the back. 

I have also enclosed a medical release form since we may not have sent you one with our first packet. 
At any rate, I did not receive one back from you. 

3 Please be aware that these cases are almost impossible to win. In your case, there might be some 
problem distinuguishing harm done by the guards versus harm done to you by the fight. It is also 
difficult to overcome officer testimony if they all get together and tell the same false story. I am not 
sure that I can take your case, but I will examine the records closely to see if there is a way to 
challenge the officers' account of their assault on you. 

~ We do keep track of these kinds ofbeat ups by officers. I have frequently heard the story ofinmates 
getting beaten up for coming off the wall, when the inmate says it was in fact an unprovoked attack 
by an officer. I keep track of those guards and those institutions. I cannot do a FOIL request for all 
such attacks because I need permission from the inmate to obtain,his records. __ Tl_l~y JVQn't_send th~m ..... -
out otherwise. We speak to the department of corrections about -these kinds of incidents, but The best 
thing you can do is grieve them. You said in your letter that you did grieve it. Do you have a copy? 
If so, please send it to me and I will copy it and send it back to you. 

I am very hopeful that our new governor, David Patterson, will be more amenable to making changes 
in corrections that will end these kinds of attacks. 

Enclosed please find the papers that you sent me with your request for our services. I have made 
copies for my file. 

Very truly yours, 

~c9-
D1anna Goodwin . 
Staff Attorney 

Encs. 
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