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l'he voices b 
Law clerks play 

.BY John Caher pri:uid, sahl attorney Kevin KliHey, a 
' Slaff • me:mbi~r of the recruitment committfle 

• J\ major ruling is handed down· by·a tm· l{r(!liek & DeGrnff, ::!. 
·judge and qu1)tes from his decision are firm in Alban:f 
reported ln newspapers and legal "Thev are in dt'imind Jn th1;: 
publications as pearls of judicial District:' Keney said. "A,, a genera! 
Wisdom. rtlfo, .clerks have a v,"ry goi"Hi academic 
.• But in mi,my cases, the words don't 'baJ:;,kg:round ,llld they have good t~xperl0 

. i.·.·· ~ruiy belong to .the jurist wearing black eHt)e work!ng with a judge both i,1 
• robes. Rather, they nJay have been tese1u·ch and writing m1tl i11 

•• • •• written by a young attorney ·""' some• e:r.peri1e1we." 
times fresh out of law school -- who Clt,rkships historlC,llly Mve l:uirm 
holds a. <:oveted, sometimes. lucrative lau1:iehlng pads for-suecm,sfull careen. 
,:and potentially influential post with a in Jaw and government Some of the 

. , less•tharHmpre.ssive title: clerk, top jurists in the nation and stat,, -~ 
...... If not quite the powers behind the jncluding I.LS. Chief Justice William 

bench, judicial law clerks are often the R<ihnquist, Niiw York Court. of' Appeals 
• voi<:e and conscience. Tpey research Judge Joimph W. BHllacosa and state 
ea:s11s, advise judges on points of law, Snpremri Conrt Justices Daniel Prior 
play devil's advocate on crucial legal and Harold Hughes ~··~ were once law 
issues i)nd draft decisions, clerks, So too were Gov, Mario M, 
. "They s~e the court from behind the Cuomo and his special cmmsel, Fablan 

b~neh and get an opportunity to play F'alomini>t who clerked for former 
, judge, We <lSk them to make recom• Court of AppHals Judge Adrian f\ 
.mendations, to recommend how a case ' Burke in 1956 and 195t 

. ought to come. out," aocording to ' About the on.Iv ''You get to hone the skills of 
Michael J, Nova.cl{, who as clerk to the I write complete " .. research and writl.ng by being involved 
Third Department, state Supreme d . l , .t: f person you Ju:rve to kick in a very dir(ict way 1l1 assisting ii 

Court Appellate l)ivision, supervises ecis1ons. ts a 1act. 0 •• ideas around with is judge," sald Bellacosa, a Guilderland 
, thefaw clerks who serve the court life with law clei·ks' resident who was clerk to an Appellate 

Novack is mi administrative.clerk1 a your law· .. • ... ·.c··.·1.· .. erk'··. Division justice and to the Court of 
. ('.artier position uri!ike clerks who serve Appeals before his appointment tf/ the 
. ,1 brief tenure and move on, · · · R l h S · · · · · Mgh courtin 1987. 

Longtim(i clerks, like Alison An• .•. ••·•· ~J> •·• mi,th.Jr,, Freedman views his part.time clerk• 
drews of Clifton Park, write decisions -Alison Andrews t:).S. m.agistfate ship with Harris as a eontinuatlon of 
signed by the judge, althongh they say his fogal education and a diance to 
the juristactually makes the. ruling. around Mn, is a trememious learning for former ,tHerks t1y otrel'lrig bi:nmses refine the skills he ,meds for his 

"T write complete decisions," said experienee," Shf)raw saict "1'hey are u as high as $10,000, private practice, 
/\ndrews, clerk for U.R Magistrate hot commodity,'' ''It's S!)mewhat itoniirJhatJeavitlg 1'ffo (Harris) is brill!ant," Freedman 

. Ralph W. Smith Jr, in Albany for the Starting clerks, particularly in the this job you can earn<more.th.tn. the: said. "His writing ability ls trernen-
last five years, "lt's a £act of life with federal court system, earn meager were serving,'' sajd tooher, dous, It i'> ii great learning experi, 

,, lirwclerks,'' wages compared to the salaries paid 29, a time clerk :sinci June 1986 enctt!>, 
Even temporary clerks leave their Cirst-year associates in major law who plans to use her position ils a ,fudges !N,e their cler·ks Rs tmsted 

•. mark on judicial decrees, .firms. U.S, Supreme Court derks, who sprittgboard to a criminal law p;rac• iu:lvlserK 
"We have first crack at writing an normally serve for only a year, earn tice. Kahn rofers to Stafford as his 

, opinion," said Helen Kim, a 1987 Yale juSt $33,218, said KathY Arberg, spokes• · KimJeft h~I"job with J Min~r ''partner" rather than his clf:rk. Smith 
{;.aw School graduate who just finished woman for the court. Friday to Joi~ a large. . ... • nJaw said .Andrews plays an essential role In 

; a• one-year clerkship in Albany with The salaries are lligher in the top firm.",; Paul; Weiss, Rifldnd; .Wbartol) his court since judicial ethics codes bar 
Judge Roger J. Miner of the Second state courts. ('!ourt of Appeals clerks, & Garrison, Although Kim said she was him from discussing pending case,, 
Circuit tLS>Court of Appeal:,. for instance, start at $42,000 and not given a bo11u;~ for her der ' with tmyom.• other than his derk. 

"If he agrees with iwerything you clerkships in the Appellate Division experi,mce, .she said the fi.rrp dkl ''About the <inly person you have l.o 
i suy, it can go .out as it stands." Kim pay $36,170 -" more than m,my young the job ?ffer '".". first tendered a Year kipk. ideas around with is your la.w 

said, "But that dependSon whether yoii lawyers earn in Albany, but less than a ago •• ~ open so !lhe could work with clerk," Smith said, "Yon work 51, 

g1.1t it right the first time," top prospect can command in a New Miner, . . . . closely With a clerk that the clerk 
York, Buffalo, Boston or Washinaton A•l"e"B"o··w· ·n···· "'<J·· • •••. ;; • • ·f ·d· · ·t d ' di ' l h'l l . Yet for an their influence and firm. " . •" '' . • , " . une.gri,iuuate o m:i eri.i.m s ym1r JU c111. p I osnp 1y 

potential sway. on .mattet'S major and Albany Law School who justjanded >'l and would propose opinions that ar(, 
, minor, .clerks are almost always rele• But the short-term financial sacri• clerkship with the Appellate Divisiori, Mt inconsistent with it:' 

. Silted to the shadows and . virtually fice is usually .rewarded later with a hopes a one-year position wilthelp her Despite their philosophical and jm!i-
• never receive public.credit for their higher•paying, career derkship or a wJnapost withamajotlflWJirrrt dal·cQmpatibllity, Smith said he and 
Ci;Jpors. lucrative post with atop firm, "The Appellate Divfofon h#S vert .Andrews don't always ag!'ee on how a 
: . Th1; anonymity doesn't bother Mi; Meavt Tooher, clerk to U.S, District hi~h standards;" 13rown. sald, who case orlegallssue should be resolved. 
, ehael E,. Staflord, a SS,year~old attor, Judge Con: G. Cholakis in Albany, said graduated 21st in. a class .of.214. "The "I don't always win," he added, 
n~>y wh() has served as state Supreme the experiencl:' is considered so valua; firms. recognize that.'' "'Disagreements don't always end with 
Court JustrceJ,awrellce E. Kahn's law ble major metropolitan firms compete F'ormer clerks are also highly my keeping my inil:fal opinimL" 
clerlf sine6 1975, or David M. Freed• --~,-"_,-.__,.....,.,_...,;,._,,,_,,.....~~~~~-..;.;.;;;.,,., _______ _ 
' uian, part-time d,1rk to Albany County 
Judge Joseph Har,·is for the last four 
ytiars. Alt~ough the rmblic isn't aware 
of .th.E!if imp,n:t, Uie focal legal cormtm• 
nity is, Stafford and .Ii'l'eedman said, 
. ''He gets the glory," .Stafford. said of 
K1Jhfl:. ''H we get rever;;ed, be gets Um 
ctltlcisni. But. in the final analysis, it is 

, ; a· joint effort. He knows .that. .l krmw 
• that. 'l'hetawyersknow that:" • 

;};;, i Altqoug • • ;vouldn't .tum down· a 
'.1'J1t~ge~hip, .... or:pg;.yd lieJ$cprit~nno 
r.eri)ilin 6iHfie sidtl.!lMs/ . 
. .. "ff ,,6m1.1ifoy fgiit to be a judge, that 
• .is Jtno,'' StaUord. said, 1·u I ;$tlily a 1aw 
, .. secretary .forever, thafs OK.l'mol) the 
·t::u~tiflg!Jdge l'.lfdeeision(lthat deal .Vilith 

•• • ~eparat.ion 9f .pow-ers,Jhe Constitution· 
+ questiQns that aflf!<it. tlie. citizens, Qi 
New Yorlr: ev1er;v day,, llike thilt; .I Hke 
that irlot" • 

,, .·. B#t Stltfford's tenure as a clerk ts 
1U '. un.us~at Typically .. derk~ are prime, 

?; ;lawschOQl .graduates wiJ!mg to toler, 
• ~te a couple years of behind-thlli-~cenes 

... lrJcf 19Pii;t!i~i~~~ Jt.9!.!~ ~f•Ja~•·• 
' ... r.r ft,½S~rcJ.i~ .M,PeS ~tr·t'i"Perl: 
' ~nee: will pu.tthem ,on Jhe f ~sMtack to 
the legal hierarcht . • 

. ' . ' '."ProfessHinally~ . a law r.:l~rk to a 
• <i .:Judge is a .top positiorrfor a person 
. i;. !'.!.om!~g.out.oflaw sc~oo1," $aid Donald 
: ,c.;:; l',t .She raw,. c.hlef clerk t~.the Court of 
if)<\ppea.Is,. the statitsbigh~st court 

•••·• «To,bc.abletQ workwiththe le.~al 
••· ,uthorit!es and . the :rµinds that are 
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