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JUL 14 1987 

NEWS POSTERS ~ ROGER J. MINER 
U.S. CIRCUIT JUDGE 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

The Second circuit committee on the 

Bicentennial of the United States Constitution--is 

distributing to all t~e courthouses and other public 

buildings in the Second Circuit weekly news posters 

announcing events of the period of the 

Constitutional Convention (May 25 - September 17, 

1787). Julia Precht, a California graphic artist, 

designed the striking black-and-white news posters. 

Phylis Skloot Bamberger, Esq., co-chair of the 

Subcommittee for Public Education, researched and 

conceived the text for the poster series. 

The posters highlight the Convention's 

controversies and resolutions. For example, the 

news poster for June 27 - July 3, 1787, reads: 

"DEADLOCK! Will the states be equally represented in 

the legislature? Dr. Franklin suggests prayer." 

The news poster for July 12 - 18 focuses on the 

issue of slavery: "THE CONNECTICUT COMPROMISE-

Proportionate representation in one chamber counting 

3/5 of slaves--Equal representation in the other. 

. . 



The Congress prohibits slavery in the North West Territory." The 

news posters also summarize the debate about the three-branch 

system of government. There a~e even a few personal notes, for 

instance: "Convention.in recess. Washington goes fishing and 

visits Valley Forge." 

For further information call Peninah Petruck, Assistant 

Circuit Executive for PUblic Programs at (212) 791-0977. 
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FIRST EGBERT BENSON AWARD 

Circuit Judge Lawrence w. Pierce presented 

the First Egbert Benson Award to John D. Gordan III, 

Esq. Of his many outs~anding contributions to the 

Second Circuit, Mr. Gordan is currently chairman of 

the Commemorative Events Subcommittee of the Second 

Circuit Committee on the Bicentennial of the United 

States Constitution and co-chair--with Judge Pierce 

--of the Second Circuit Historical Subcommittee on 

Exhibits. The presentation set the stage for the 

opening on June 17, 1987 of "Egbert Benson, First 

Chief Judge of the second Circuit," an exhibit which 

Mr. Gordan researched and created. 

The Egbert Benson Award commends Mr. Gordan 

as a responsible, enthusiastic and creative 

participant in the activities of the circuit that 

benefit the bench, the bar, and the public. Mr. 

Gordan is the first recipient of the newly 

established award. The award is a unique 

opportunity for the circuit and those who enjoy 

working with John Gordan to honor him. Chief Judge 



Wilfred Feinberg cosigned the award on behalf of the Second 

Circuit with Judge James L. Oakes, Chairman of the Second Circuit 

Historical Committee. 

For further information call Peninah Petruck, Assistant 

Circuit Executive for Public Programs at (212) 791-0977. 
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