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THE MOST-ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT CITIZENS BAND RADIO

1. What is Citizens Band radio?

Citizens Band radio, or CB as it is usually called, is a
means by which ordinary people with relatively simple
and inexpensive equipment can talk to each other from
car to car, from car to home, or from onc home to an-
other. Citizens Band radio is America’s fastest-growing
hobby. Under the supervision of an adult, children as
young as five years old can operate the equipment and
talk to their friends and relatives and even summon help
In an emergency situation.

2. What can CB be used for? Are there henefits to be
derived from it?

Citizens Band radio is so simple to use it gives anyone the
means to reach out to others in his community or when
traveling to distant places. With a CB in your car you are
never alone. Riding along the road you can use the CB to
determine road and weather conditions, If you have a
breakdown you can summon aid promptly. You no longer
have to worry about waiting until a kindly motorist notices
your problem or until a police car happens to come by.
Morcover, CB establishes a new kind of community. As
one veteran CBer put it. “Once you pick up a microphone,
you are part ol a group of people with a common bond.”
Some of these people may cven become your friends. CB
can provide an extra dimension in your life by linking you
with pcople near and far.
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3. Do Inced alicense?

Yes. Under FCC rules it is necessary to submit a license
application to the FCC in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. A
sample of the license application is included in Chapter 10.
A check for $4 must accompany the application. In order
to qualify for the license, you must be at Jeast 18 years old
and a United States citizen,

4. Do I have to take a test?

No. If you want to use Citizens Band radio as a hobby,
there 1s no test required.

5. 1Is CB the same as ham radio?

No. Ham radio operators use different frequencies than
those assigned to CBers. A ham license requires knowledge
of the Morse code, and the ham radio transmitters are more
powerful than those used by CBers.

6. Who will I talk with? Do many people have them?

You will be talking to any ol the 6 million people cur-
rently estimated to be using Citizens Band radio through-
out the United States. These include people from all walks
of Itfe. The number of licensed CB operators is growing by
leaps and bounds. It is estimated that the FCC is now re-
ceiving approximately 500,000 license applications cvery
month.

7. What may I talk about on CB?

Almost anything you want. You can catch up on family
news, discuss politics, sports, the weather, road conditions,
or you can just talk for the sake of talking. It can also be
uscd to summon help in the case of an emergency or to aid
someone else whom you discover is in distress,

8. Is there anything I cannot say over the CB radio?

Yes. Although the United States enjoys the greatest free-
dom of speech of any country in the world, there are never-
theless certain laws that govern the use of the public
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airwaves. The principal prohibition is against profanity.
Though you may use objectionable words in your everyday
speech, when you go on the air, your expletives must be
deleted. Also, of course, any conversations that would be
part of a criminal conspiracy cannot bhe held on Citizens
Band radio. Four teenagers once ignored this rule and
planned the theft of some radio cquipment over the air
using CB. To their surprise, a fellow CB user just happened
to be listening and reported the plan to the police, who ar-
rived at the scene of the crime and arrested them before
they could take anything at all. The plotting was, neverthe-
less, a violation of Federal law.

9. Are Citizens Band radios casy to operate?

Yes. They are simple enough for even a five-year-old (o
use. If you can turn your radio on at home, if you know
how to change channels on a television set, if you can use
a doorbell, then you can use a CB radio. Of course, you
can add to your basic CB radio picees of equipment with
many knobs and dials that are more complicated to use.
ﬂ;lcsc allow you to have greater control over the (rans-
mission and reception of conversations. This equipment is
discussed in Chapter 2. '

10. How far will a CB message travel?

If 'you have or are listening to equipment with the maxi-
mum legal output of four watts, the range of transmission
will vary with the geographical conditions from approxi-
mately 3 to 20 miles. Occasionally, you will be able to
ll.stcn to messages coming from even farther away—some-
times up to as much as 30 or 40 miles. The exact distance
dep'cpds on a number of variables, including the length and
posttion of the antenna, weather conditions. the use of a
preamplified microphone. proper matching between the
antenna and the transmitter, and whether you are trans-
mlt1~n.1g or listening in a city or out on the open road. In
addition. you may use CB radio with single sideband
(SSB). These SSB radios have a higher maximum legal
output of 12 watts peak cnvelope power (PEP) and will

truiqsmit considerably farther than the normal AM CB
radio.
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11. Do I need a special call sign?

Yes. In return for your $4 licensing fee the FCC will issue
you your own individual call sign. This will be in the form
of a code of seven letters and numbers. It begins with a K|
then there are two other letters, and then four numbers.
You must use the call sign on the air: failure to do so when
transmitting is punishable by law. If you are stuck on the
road and do not have a call sign or do not use your call
sign, emergency services will be reluctant to respond 1o
your call for help.

12. What are “handles”?

A “handle” is a code name that you make up vourself and
use along with your call letters. In a code name you may
express your own personality. “Handles™ range from
simple relatively unoriginal ones derived, for cxample.
from television or cartoon characters, to such exotic and
novel names as “The Cliffhanger.”™ and “The Number One
Jellybelly.™”

13. Who enforces the laws governing CB?

The basic laws dealing with the airwaves, including the use
of the frequencies and call signs. arc under the jurisdiction
of the Federal Communications Commission, a government
agency based in Washington, but with regional offices
throughout the United States. Infraction of the federal laws
can be enforced only by agents of the FCC. However, cer-
tain uses of CB are governed by local laws. For example,
some states require that vou maintain both hands on the
stcering wheel while driving. Since many CBers hold the
microphone in onc hand while driving, this could con-
ceivably cause problems with alert local policemen.

14. How much will T have to pay for CB equipment?

Prices vary. Depending on whether it is to be used in a car
or at home, you can spend between $80 and $500 for a
complete unit. A good basic radio can be purchased for
between $140 and $225. An adequate antenna will range
in price between $20 and $30.
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15. What is the least amount that T can spend for the
equipment?

Small, cheap milliwatt transceivers are available, but they
are cssentially toys. These are the walkic-talkies you sce
children use, and are priced as low as $7. You do not need
an FCC license o operate these or any walkie-talkic with
less than one watt of power. But precisely because they
have such low power, they are unacceptable for serious
communication, Their range is minimal—no more than a
few hundred feet. Morcover, anyone using a walkie-taikie
of this strength will discover that they are casily over-
powered by nearby full-strength units. The serious CB
user should expect o spend $100 for a full 23-channel
transceiver and antenna, You can buy a less expensive unit
with fewer channcls. but as explained later, this is not rec-
ommended.

16.  Ts it wise to save money on an antenna?

No. The antenna determines the distance a message will
travel, Therefore, the better the antenna vou have, the
greater the transmitting distance vou will obtain with your
equipment. We recommend that you buy the best antenna
possible. ’

17, Should I buy used equipment?

As a general rule, the answer 1s no. s safer to go (o an
unknown used car dealer and buy a used car sight unscen
than it is to buy a picce of used CB equipment. Many
amateurs tinker with their ecquipment in an attempt to in-
¢rease the maximum output without knowing what they're
doing. The result can be equipment that burns out easily. If
you wish (o buy used cquipment vou should insist on seeing
the seller use it and then trying it yourself, This means you
must test cach channel and cach control knob. Let it run
awhile. You should transmit o see how far Vour message
travels and you should check for dents to be sure that it
has not been dropped—internal parts get damaged that
wiy.
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18. What is the minimum amount of equipment I need
to go on the air?

There are three basic elements to any operating CB station,
The basic unit, of course, is the transceiver. This is both a
transmitier and a radio receiver. In order to transmit. you
need a microphone; this usually is sold with the transceiver,
but you can buy it separatelv. Finally, you need an an-
tenna. As a weneral rule, you must buy the antenna sep-
arately.

19. Is there any optional equipment that T can put on the
hasic unit?

Yes. There are dozens of additional picces that can be

purchased. These are discussed in Chapter 2.

20. Where can Tuse CB?

Citizens Band radio can be used almost anyplace. Tt can
be carried around with you in the form of a walkice-talkic
on the eolf course. while shopping, or hiking in the woods.
[t can be installed as a base unit in the home or in an
office. Or it can be used as a mobile unit in your car, boat,

or motoreycle.

21. Will the make or brand of my car determine what
cquipment I must buy?

No. CB cquipment is compatible with any car on the road.
However, different cars present different kinds of installa-
tion problems. Sec Chapter S in this book for details on
installations.

22. Can I use the same CB onit in more than one car?

Yes. Mounting brackets are available that enable the
CBer to slip a mobile unit casily in and out of a car.
The problem will be the antenna, which must be switched
from car to car also. This is not so casy to do, so it is
advisable, if you wish to use a unit in morc than one car
frequently, to mstall a separate permanent antenna on
cach.
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23. Can 1 use my car CB in my home?

Yes. To do so, you need to buy a power pack, which con-
verts home current into the 12 volts used in cars. Power
packs are discussed in Chapter 2. For your home you will
need a separate base antenna and a separate mounting
bracket which will allow you to make the change in a
matter of seconds.

24. It I am planning to use CB in both my home and my
car, is it better to buy two separate units?

Ihere is no simple answer to this question. If you can af-
ford to buy a sccond unit, of course, it is better to buy the
base and the mobile unit because you will avoid having to
move the mobile unit back and forth from car to home. Al-
0, with two units you will be able to contact vour home
while you are driving. If you don’t take your cquipment into
the car with you, your spouse or children also can use the
CB equipment at home if they want to. Of course, since it
18 considerably more expensive (o buy two CB units, vou
may want to make do with one. In that case you will have
to purchase a mobile rather than a base unit. The proper
cquipment is casy to install, and with it you can quickly
adapt your mobile unit to home or car.

25.  What arc the advantages of a base unit?

Base units are decorative, designed specifically for use in

i;ny room of the home. More important, the range of the
aseis greater than that of the mobile unit because superior

antennas can be installed at a fixed location.

26. What arc the advantages of a mobile unit?

'he obvious advantage of the mobile unit is that it is por-
labl‘c As we mentioned before. it enables a driver (0 obtain
traffic reports and weather conditions ahead of him. He can
also use the mobile unit to summon ecmergency help.

27 . . .
. ll_ow do high-powered walkic-talkies compare to mo-
bile and base units?
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Generally speaking, the high-powered walkie-talkics—that
is, walkic-talkies that are not toys—are almost as good as
mobile and base units. However, they arc subject to two
important limitations. First is the size of the antenna. Be-
cause the antenna is built in, it does not have the range
that either a car antenna or a fixed antenna will have. The
second limitation depends on the condition of the batterics.
The distance a walkie-talkic can reach will decrease as the
batteries age. Some high-powered walkie-talkies are made
so that they can accept house current and can be attached
to a basc antenna.

28. Is CB easy to install?

Installing a mobile CB in your car is as casy as installing a
tape deck. Installing a basc unit in the home is as casy as
installing a television set. Installing the antenna for a basc
unit is slightly more diflicult but should take no more than
two hours, Tnstalling a car antenna is much simpler and
faster.

29. Does installation of the CB unit or antenna require
any special tools?

No. All that you need to install the equipment are the
following: an assortment of screwdrivers, a drill and drill
bits, an awl, a wrench, soldering iron and solder, and clec-
trical tape. If available, a 12-volt test hight would be help-
ful.

30. How do I install the CB equipment?

Complete instructions are given in Chapter S.

31. Who makes CB equipment?

Until recently, CB equipment was made by manufacturers
that specialize in the production of two-way communic-
tion systems. Among the best-known of these specialized
companices arc Midland, Hy-Gain, Sharpe. Browning,
Regeney. Royee. Cobra, Courier, . F. Johnson. Radio
Shack, Lafayette, Pace, Pearce-Simpson, SBE. Teaberry,
and Tram. However, beginning in the last year or so, many
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of the well-known radio and TV manufacturing companics
havc; entered the market as well. These include Panasonic,
Craig, Sony, RCA_ Motorola, and GE.

32. What is the difference between a CB unit and a
scanner?

Scanners are used simply for listening to conversations, and
as a general rule, they will not transmit. Their primary use
s for monitoring emergency frequencies. Some scanners
will not pick up CB channels: instead they are limited to
hlﬁvhcr frequencies such as police and fire emergency chan-
nels, )

33. How critical is the size of the radio that I buy?

Size of the radio is often a critical factor in mobile units,
Because car interiors are different it s necessary o
measure the available space before making your purcﬁnsc.
Some units come split, with the power pack separate from
the control unit. This allows the power unit to be placed
i the trunk or glove compartment or under the dashboard
which gives you more flexibility in the installation of the
master control unit. '

34. What is the maximum o i
at s a utput in watts allowed under
the FCC rules? l

Four watts.

3s. Wl.m.t IS meant when an advertiser claims his CB
unit is five watts?

/‘\ five-watt-output unit is unlawful under FCC rules. How-
ILVcr, !hc FCC does allow a five-watt-input unit. Some
icItLIV]cI"tlzﬂc?‘s try to mislead the consumer by failing 1(-) make
outcpml rlr};]act ;h? five wzttl{slrcfcrs o input .rzll‘hu:r than to
e Th utput power is one factor which determines

¢ distance the message will travel.

36. Can 1 talk i
- L alk and listen 4 v same e .
unit? nd listen at the same time on my CB

No. The CR i«
0. The CB is not g telephone. Pressing ithe transmit key
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on the microphone disengages the receiver, so that no in-
coming sound can be heard.

37. Is it hard to use the microphone?

No. Simply hold the microphone about two inches from the
mouth, press the button (key the mike™), and talk nor-

mally.

38. Can 1 operate a car CB with the motor off?

Yes, I you do, however, you will not have full power for
transmission. In other words, the mobile CB unit opcrates

most efliciently while the car is running.

39. What can I do about car noises?

Car noises are produced by moving parts within the car.
Alternators, heater motors, spark-plug wires, windshield-
wiper motors, and some other parts will produce noises
that may interfere with the operation of the CB unit. If
your automobile has o rotary engine with twin distributors
you will have an excess amount of noise. Many CB units
come with a special circuit that filters out car noise. A
large varicty of filters to climinate special noises are avail-
able at most radio dealers.

40. Can 1 keep my car AM-FM radio on while using the
CB unit?
Yes. Almost every CB unit is cquipped with a squelch con-
trol. By adjusting the control, distant and barely audible
CB transmissions will be suppressed. This allows only
nearby and plainly audible transmissions to interfere with
your car radio, or tape deck. A relatively new option,
called a rradio killer.” will automatically suppress your
radio or tape deck when you receive an incoming CB
transmission.

41. Do I need a separate speaker with my system?

No. All CB radios come with built-in speakers. However,
because of car noises and problems in positioning the CB
unit in your automobile you may want to place a speaker

THE
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ZL‘;SHLI.zll(r)vw\h)cicky\(?u are ;81111115;. To do this, you will need an
o ()r‘yl}{g L(«El;u, whlch can casily be pluggcd into the
Conment Cxtwl”(”l[.-A\,dvl”m.cn[ plug will allow you 1o
external Speat \L.H?’d .s[p‘ukvcr to the (I} radio unit, This
for Cmcr«ﬂ*;i LLllg%(m .79 l-l.\(.,“d as a publlc—euld'rcss system,
ide the cb;u-, y use,or for listening to the radio from out-

42. S ) i
Should I buy a CB radio with a built-in clock?

No. A clock o .

pmblcn:()ﬁ IS an cxl{runcous option that may only cause
. ou need a clock it ic hettor Sl )

arately. Y a clock, it is better to mnstall it sep-

4 3 ‘er .
. na t S‘l)L‘ClZl] “la. S V .(. g W ];
. ) llltt‘llilllcc or ser icing i / )
lllll( rc(l“il‘c? ' l" “]y (/

No periodi
riodic checkup is requir Soli
ot luo Omc l'chul\up ts required. Solid-state radios should
i ' lo tune unless they are tampered with, A vood
should Tast five 1o cight years with normal use,

4.
- Lan I use my car radi
s ar radio antenna, or mus i
€ ) § st T oinstall
new special antenna? ’ ' stall 2
A special antenn

ais necessary. The ol
well on o car ssary. The CB unit will not work

radio antenny.

45, A

. salesman has ¢

s S recommended that 1 | i
. Sal uy twin an-
tennas, Are these useful? ' nan
Twin |
1 antennas cover 1

it . %s L[()V(,I ‘tw1‘cc as much receiving and trans-
4 » ERPN A N \
@ conit d(i\t[« 0‘ be effective, however, they must be placed

i O“Cl].'l(mc} ‘dpzlrt as spc'ciﬁcd by the manutacturer
Space Ly '111; privite automobile does not have xuﬂicicn{
Canes Ihc;' (“w the most etficient installation. Trucks, be-
Mmake C”écl}vé uymdgrubly wider than automobiles can
quently s o ]il..sg _01 twin antennas, and vou wilf fre-

3 Ieks with double antennas on the hishway
— [8 .

46. H J

. oW m: T
. W many CB channels are there?

1ere are Currently 23

zlddilion, there are 23 c]Ch“nnc“ on the CB AM band. In

1annels on the lower sideband and
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23 channels on the upper sideband for a total of 40 extra
channcls or a sum total of 69 channels in all. The FCC is
considering opening up to Citizens Band use another 27
channels on the AM band. If the single sidebands on these
channels are opened as well, the CB user would have avail-
able a grand total of 150 channels.

47. Do all CB radios have the same number of channels?

No. Some walkic-talkics operate on only one channel, and
some CB units have as few as three channels,

48. Do I nced a CB unit with all 23 channels?

No. However, without a full complement of channels, your
flexibility is severcly fimited. In fact, with only three chan-
nels, you may not be able to talk at all. There are 6-, 8-,
and 12-channel radios that will allow you some access to
the airwaves for carrying on private conversations. Obvi-
ously, the more channels you have the greater the chance
that you will find a frequency that is relatively free.

49, Can I talk on all 23 channels?

No. FCC regulations restrict the use of Channels 9 and 11
(sce Chapter 7).

50. Are the CB channcels the same as those used by the
police, fire department, and taxis?

No. Police, fire department, and taxis use higher-frequency

ranges. To monitor these frequencies, you will need to

purchase a separate scanner. But these require special

crystals that cannot be purchased without specific autho-

rization.

51. I have heard CBers talk on the air and couldn’t
understand a word they were saying. What language
were they speaking?

They arc speaking a language developed by American

truckers over the past several years. While the language i«

fundamentally English, there are literally hundreds of

words and phrases that have a special meaning of their

T
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OV The meani ‘
igvp‘“il I'he meanmg of these words and how they are used
> tully explained in the next seetion and in Chapter 6.

52. What is the ten code?

}i}:vl: Iy 'lh‘c \cudc\ w1lh which_ millions of Americans who

Ve walched television police shows have become [u-
I.]‘“ll-u.r" ch police 1en code and the CB en code are quiic
i.%]l]l(lrl1];1\1/.hilll1c”c<‘>ﬂl)c ‘u.)nsixls of 11{11111)91'5 with a specific mean-
mz.% ',,.,].UL are some local differences in usage, the
)ri‘l\t;m\usd] meanmmgs for the CB (en code have been
I}:d:r;(wsn the inside back cover of (his book for hand,

33. How can meet other CB users?

Elulllns(l).uﬁilclizgn{{hfl z‘m' 'zmd‘ talk. Y()El wil] sqmctimcs hear an
ball™ This e, hvll ﬂgmup of (.Bcr..\' \\/1“ form an “eve-
come 'l\ dc\i;m's 1‘11(1t whpcvcr is ]lflclllllg s tnvited o
any uivcn‘ ‘n‘c: ﬁ”:l}‘u '.IllCCllﬂg])]uCC_ From time 1o time in
bréaks 'lf])c‘l* 'N.l)c W‘IH also be what are known as “coffee
i lﬁzllll\ti11<x 1():: ‘11}1()@@_'21%14(4)11,\' where CBers come (ogether
inw D[acc:m lu (,”, Llllldflmmms', or olhcr_ convenient meet-
lefcndcd by ml‘y- ‘lll].m \.C],] ?md ap cquipment. These are
11x1()L111ccx{1c111s'uLr')(fnrl;\\d\ well as individual operators,
radio stores o [(l) "]‘_’ igbrcaks can _hc (ﬁ).blzlincd in local
clubs ang (‘)rjvl,('r?'\- tening on-the air. Finally, there are
devote xp'n-cb(uw‘}“(m that you may join if you want 1o
Serviee, ‘();10 of 1:1}]& Lo 1.)0lh_ the hobby and community
which i« ot ib' mgsll pmmmcn‘l Ql these is REACT,
formal clubs e hapter 9. Listings of the more in-
ubs may be found in many of the CB magazines

S4. What is a Q code or Q signal?

The O ¢ i e
by Shin ()’(F[]L IS avanation of the ten code. used primarily
SUps. The O code is shown in Chapter 6. ’

S5. May I use ) i
Tay I use my CB cquipment anywhere in the United

States?
Yes FCC ¢
: - rules permi : . .
the 50 ¢ permit you to use your license in any of

ates, the District of ¢ i
1¢ 30 states, , “olumbia ) ico, and ¢
territorics of the United States Fueno Rico.and a
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56. Will my FCC license be honored outside the United
States and its territories?

No. The FCC license is good only within the United
States. That does not mean, however, that you may not use
CB cquipment while traveling abroad. Many countries wil
permit you to operate CB equipment provided that you
get prior clearance. How to go about doing so is discussed
in Chapter 12.

57. Will CB radios left in cars tempt thieves?

Definitely. The use of a sliding mounting bracket is highly
reccmmended so that you can remove the unit and either
store it in the trunk or take it with you when you leave
your car. Some insurance companies will not insure sliding
brackets under their normal policies. Check with your
agent and consider taking out an insurance floater (like
the kind that covers such things as jewelry).

HOW DO i TALK ON CB?

This is the big question, of course. The best way to an-
swer it is to describe the procedure and language you
would use in o number of specific situations.

1. How to start a conversation

You're in your car, heading out to the highway, having just
installed your first CB radio. You flip on the switch and
hear what sounds like dozens of people talking. Someonc
sounds like he’s nearby and you decide you want to talk
to him. How do you do it?

It’s casy.

Let’s assume you're on Channel 19, the trucker’s chan-
nel in certain locations (see Chapter 7). All you do is
pick up the microphone, depress the button, and say:

“Breaker One Nine.”

This means that you wish to break into a conversation
or initiate a conversation on Channel 19. Note that it is
customary to refer to channel number by each digit. That
18, you say “One Nine™ rather than “Nineteen.”
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What's next?
t Tﬁm_'mally, you then wait a few seconds for the speaker
\;;Sll]l.]llﬂlcg:‘j)scnlcncc ;m_d ac}\'lmwlcdgc vou or, if there
vasn i fent conversation, for someone to ack nowledeoe
your br.cak and to tell you to vo ahead. )
. },l]f\“./.]” say one of many t};ings, such as: “Pick it up
brfjl\z: 0‘]?1:"”0;11-13 on bI:CZIk.CI‘“ or “How about the
Now 1 Y UIL(I}\‘CIS_ pick itup.
(“}mndlc’.?]}:l]yd IE[]C]I]]II‘I.)/ y'oursc]t with your code name
Bt vou met\ﬂ sllun and say what You want to say.
anyone W[]()Lhrlu ‘o vm kto soneone in pz/xrllcular. not just
i i ;lf‘).}ﬁ(él.]s 1o bc Iljlcnmg. What do vou do?
B(‘:Ily,’.‘ Thilg ‘Hyga. kxl‘mpjly‘ say. “Breaker One Nine for Jelty
You may I.T;\;éu]l:]\als: }of] course. that you know his handle.
someand ]( / ‘“de(. Umoso ddentify himself or hegrd
< c ciserefer to him by that handle,
mZ{lLg?lzzsii()l;(.)l\\]/\'c\\/\cr_ thal vou don"l know his handle. In
alking ;l‘h(m[ whstpﬂl-”?h but ask for the person who was
st %U”m;l C\u. 1 was he was talking about. For
dhong s ‘micf-(ln}{t }f()}ll closc—mundm:gY voiee was talking
Nine for 1 )[\ fmt' l"hpn all you dp Is say, “Breaker One
Suproc, ,; u.}x('m taill\mg about microphones.”
e anbo dyf\v(i):]lu 1;1]\/0'111 ]?Clll”d anyone talk. but happen to
alk (h‘ivbc('l ()Yng \V??h a ( B antenna and vou wish {o
lue Mo “-ql.x]' ou my:" Brez\kc‘r Once Nine for that
Pt somen s (V&m‘g west - Very often, vou will hear it
about the hi \n}wmg lAmlhnrlv': “Breaker One Nine. how
o m{?“" ue Mustang heading west. Do you have vour
Now haps ino i
- Dzl.n\]/ji(]‘]lilﬂi:n(\;(’\‘ll)]l]i\)\?f(:]?]{lni'I]IIIIO A, particular town—
Would s reagon i N_o‘a ‘to someone there. Yoy
“Breaker O Nier 1( ine fm. a Danville hase.” Or
50, vou o, ]C ‘}1(_ | o1 s()mcl‘wmly 1 Danville,” By doine
fixed ]OC"“((;” |'L‘»U someone in g car (“mobile™y or in ;'1
¢ - hike his home (“base™)y.

2. How
How to ask for traffic conditions

Terg g
CES SOV youre e i
80, Yo \izmli M- vour car, headine castbound on Route
abeag ant 1o know what's happening on the road up
P(,”VC‘D'llmlll;i\llancc,]zl.lf'c there anv traffic tic-ups. are the
€ pe 18 and if o, whereo ) L do.
! S0, ere? Here's al] e
cres all vou do. Yoy
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say: “Breaker One Nine for a Ten Thirteen eastbound on
Route Eight Oh.” Or, you can find somecone traveling west
(called a “westbounder™) and ask: “How’s it looking over
your shoulder?” This means, of course, that he is to tell
you what it's like on the road down which he’s just
traveled.

Since truckers frequently ask for this kind of informa-
tion. they have developed a system called a “‘convoy™ to
monitor road conditions. You may discover that the best
way to get this information is by joining or forming your
own convoy. All it takes is two cars. The lead car is called
the “front door.” The rear car is called the “back door.”
It is the job of the front door to look out and report on any
traffic conditions that he sights—remember, he will be
sighting them first. The back door’s job is to watch behind
and report on any fast-moving vehicles coming up or any
other traffic conditions, such as a patrol car coming onto
a highway.

How do you form a convoy? If in asking for a Ten
Thirteen, you discover that the other car is ahead of you,
simply announce that he’s the front door and you're in
back. Make sure you have his handle and let him know
yours. That way, you can keep each other company as you
travel.

A convoy is not limited to two cars, however. Any num-
ber of trucks and cars can play. The cars or trucks in be-
tween the front and back doors are said o be sitting in
“the rocking chair.” This is the most comfortable way to
drive from a CBer’s point of view.

Having asked the question, what are you likely to be
told? A common response might be: “You’re clean and
green to milemarker 17.” This simply means that the road
is clear, there being neither police in sight nor any con-
gestion on the road. Or you may be told: “There’s a
smokey taking pictures.” This means that a police car with
radar is sitting up ahead. You also may be told that just
past Exit 31, “be prepared to back it down; there arc flag
wavers on the road.” This mcans go slow, waich out for
covstruction workers.

Of course, these are just a few examples of the answers
you might get. You can turn to Chapter 6 for some ex-
tended explanations of real-life conversations. And in the
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CB-Englig :nglish-C icti
ot ngh:h English-CB dictionaries. you will find the
St up-to-date glossary of CB 1ermys available.

3. ' i
How to find out what time it is
You're in a car

without a clock : d ik i
the corm o and you'd like (o find out

Nine for a Ten .'1‘1119. (,1() .[h,l.*‘, SIMphy say: o Breaker One
please oy v ! ' l.ll)—SI)'(.l thl.\' means, “WHl somcone

Wi Clme what time it iy
Wulch‘; \ny(g;;ldvy‘()u want (o do this? Can't you look at your
Portan Ly, o} ou might not have your watch on., More im-
Yo You might not be ahle 1o SCC your watch without

[flkin‘ \ T OV { "

Our CVeS )ﬂ 1 C rog i i

- = h oaa. Or i

{‘”k o ] . d OI inn ILhI [)L I]IL]l l”ld 00

4. How to get directions

Many (imes while ome 1o .

Unk11}0\1/:]}:?0]\2/\};}3;“flVCh”'? N strange surroundings or on
o get Jost, i'ou(é'ﬁ '\f)Ll 1.11(1,\” be lost or afraid you're about
“break™ rop ]()é'lll LLV/().K{ this problem with CB. You can
Major hiphwyys lr;lck :{50 or-contact a local mobile. On
willing to help. So. iy TH often carry maps and_are usually
Mation.™ When o J “‘ Say: Breaker One Nine foy infor-
him how g fiIJMICIL.QnC Svs. "Go ahead breakey ™ ask
tweniy? o' 'Nlti X <}1n Street. .Hc"]] Sav: “What's vour
your Ioculioﬁ (11 1hncbg ou lf) tel] hlﬂm where vou are ((hay 1S,
may not know. If ,x]fm‘K.m youre talking). You mav or
AVe a prefty opo !)‘( TC st passed ahighway exit, voy

. ~ e 00 X on vour whereabouts, If voy haven'y

waitt ['OI‘ a i
mllcmzn'ke‘ " S C
lhal I Or some ()[hCI' Izm(lmzn'k l\ﬂd lC” hil]]

S. i
How to get 4 police report

Getti i
14 a Core -
Za police reportis much the same

Cport, B
i - But because (ruck
st the qug(u]m?(‘lmd\'cm have always liked (o {ravel
and o ]m.”C"m fo‘callo!] of the police is a major concLC‘L
thid par[i; 141. d colorfyl vocabulary has grown around]
- War problem. Some questions ve ot paound
ash on the ron restions you miehy hear or

“Breakor ¢ Ni k

¢r One :

N Nine. How

as gelting a traflic

about g smokey report east-



18 THE COMPLETE CB HANDBOOK

“Breaker One Nine. Are there any Ten Scventy-
Threes?”

“Breaker One Nine. What's the bear situation?”

As you will gather, “smokey™ and “bear” arc the most
common terms for the police. But there are plenty of
others, and you'll find these in the dictionary in this book.

Some common replies:

“You got a bear in the air.” (A police helicopter up
above—note that police helicopters can clock your speed
and notify a waiting patrol car on the ground.)

“There’s a smokey on the move with his candles Jit.”
(This means a policeman is moving down the road fast
with his lights on.)

“Smokey with a picture taker.” (Police with radar.)

6. How to get the weather

It’s getting darker on the road and it's only midafternoon.
You have a good idea that you may be in for some rough
weather, but you don’t know how far ahead or how bad it
is. With CB, you can find out.

You can ask for a Ten Thirteen. As explained under
how to ask for traffic conditions. this is a basic request for
all road conditions, including weather. If you want to be
more specific, find someone traveling from your destination
and ask him how it looks. For example:

“Breaker One Nine. Looking for somecone traveling
south from Danville.”

“You got him” (he replies).

“How’s the weather on the way to Danville?”

7. How to get emergency assistance

Let’s say vou have a flat tire, you run out of gas, you
spot an accident, you need medical assistance, or you are in
need of assistance for some other problem. Again, it's easy.

Turn to Channel Nine. The FCC has desienated this as
the emergency channel. Tdentify yourself, using your call
letters. stating the fact that you are a mobile unit, calling
REACT or anv other emergency group. When your call is
acknowledeed, sive exact location, including city and state
or position on hichway. Explain the situation as fully as
possible, giving the number of vehicles and people in-
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Volvcd,' nau.u‘c of possible injuries. and whether or not
traffic is being blocked if you are reporting an accident
WZIH,L at the scene unti emergency assistance arrives. -
1o imy((]n;ictf ;1.0hr‘clsp(’n‘1sc on Channel 9, turn to Channel
1o bcui;{b or .(,YI.) as .bctorc. thq talking on Channel
Thiesd (cmyfa_vm‘g. Breaker One Nine for a Ten Thirty-
ergency).

Ch:lfmlhlcrc IS no response on Cl'mm?cl 19, turn (o ecach
e C until you find a conversation in progress, break in
rc]](ayzt((lng l?’ci'emcx:gcncy, and ask that vour message bL:
el y,,‘_l,(m ‘0‘1 »tc]cphonc to the proper authorities. A
. )fu. message is known as a “Ten Five,” so you could
é;1¥éx~(:2\]11§3£11??plé‘» ;ilérczxkcr Two Three, I need a Ten Five
o f / ‘(111511)1551911 tn‘ REACT on Channel Nine.” and
80 00 1o give the details of your situation.

8. How to contact the police

5o .
:)z(:t];(:? Lljln-lllzfl‘::}./ slalgs él-].'C bcginping to install CB radios in
bl \:U‘.mcg; n}:fmnmmg trz}ﬂ]c reports. It would not be
b guéhbﬁu; }i at Imosl police now have or will shortly
possi L\(){] Fl‘l the number is growing, and it is entirely
Poyaple if ),/1 )(:]l'mxpl}/' Put_ out a call on the air for the
et (1]]]'1; ice car YV]” pick up your messace. But
oy m;c] ’ rc(. ymil won't know that they have, because
that thee hgqr lspon( on the CB channels. You won't know
of the ;1ccidc‘m( )y()llllil?lll they actually arrive at the scene

To mats th( r"o]t]m‘] cm?‘rgcncy.
any sk c Lah, sav: Breaker One Nine, if we have
a ys out there with ears on. there ig an accident

Notj :

r;(ut]*l]i(}:- 1(}]11:]2 t\;]oCuCW(?uld report the accident on Channel
monitor (e 1mne IT]’CI:‘IJ(’?DCV Channel 9 because the police
somg. T Ocncuc]rs‘ channel. They do this for two req
NS Up, ]:']]:vr‘ j1 ‘LI-L()I?\’CrSZItI()n' on the truckers’ channe]
they e :,C; ()TI(.)HSk(‘)‘f‘IhC !nghwavs to the police that
whareatme! (.)f d,nnlkuc1 ‘f,ls“pmnt out to cach other the
lators NR-drivers, speeders, and other law vio-
| rat the police mioht miss. Se ] i
Intereste( in reports ab > 1sely v the th'c e
whon cometeFort ‘ out themselves: thev like to know
are sigpmebods is reporting to other motorists that thev

& at milepost 16 or wherever. Wouldn't you?



	digitalcommons.nyls.edu
	1976
	The Complete CB Handbook
	Jethro K. Lieberman
	Neil S. Rhodes
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1570210980.pdf.4n2HA

