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Kelli Brownewell 

In the aftermath of Septem
ber 11 'h, small businesses below 
Canal Street suffered losses that 
no business can afford to sustain. 
In an effort to keep these commu
nity businesses on their feet, Pro
fessor Anthony Fletcher, through 
New York Law School, began a 
project called Corporate Legal 
Services for Distressed Small 
Businesses. The project was cre
ated to help small businesses lo: 
cated below Canal Street that were 
actively running on September 
11th

, but adversely affected due to 
th . tragedy. 

After seeking approval from 
the School and Dean Richard 
Matasar, Associate Deans Mat
thew Wilkes and Stephen Ell
man n, Professor Fletcher 
inter·,iewed students to work on 
the project. Currently, there are 13 
students involved in the project 
who work together in groups as 
small law firm associates, under 
Professor Fletcher as the supervis
ing attorney. 

Since the project began in 
January, its focus is to assist small 

The L congratulates the NYLS 
Media Center, founded by Professor 
Michael Botein, on their 25th 
Anniversary. 

businesses in the community with 
loans and grant applications, as 
well as to offer representation in 
lease renegotiations. For example, 
since September 11th

, many small 
businesses are no longer able to 
pay the rent. One way this project 
helps is by assisting businesses in 
applying for grace periods or pos
sible rent abatement. Incorpora
tion assistance is also offered 
through the project. 

In addition to students pro
viding assistance, an advisory 
board was created. The members 
of this board are: Professor Na
dine Strossen, Congressman Jer
rold Nadler, Director of t!te Legal 
Aid Society Daniel Greenberg, 
State Assemblyman Scott String
er, and Professor Anthony Fletch
er. The board supports the law 
school in the creation of the Dis
tressed Small Businesses Project, 
and has expressed a strong com
mitment to its success. Although 
the project is due to end on April 
26, 2002, Professor Fletcher will 
continue representing those busi
n~sses ' who need additional legal 
services whenever necessary. 

Congratulations to Professor Edward 
A. Purcell, Jr. on becoming the second 
Joseph Solomon Distinguished 
Professor of Law. 

A Song for the Class of 2002 
Please download a copy of "We are Here," 

a song composed by Andrew Balli" 02 for his classmates .. 
http://members.aol.com/RNRPILOT/myhomepage/photo.html 
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Congress to Honor 
Class of 2002 .,. 

Evening student, Liz Valandingham '02, will 
present New York Law School with a class gift that 
won't soon be forgotten. Thanks to the help of New 
Jersey Congressman Steve Rothman, Congress will 
salute New York Law School class of 2002 by fly
ing a United States Flag over the United States Cap
itol Building, on June 2nd

, 2002, the day of the 
graduation .. 

After the flag is flown, it is 
lowered, and delivered with acer
tificate stating it was flown in hon
or of NYLS 2002 graduates. 
Valandingham plans to frame both 
the Flag and certificate, and 

Valandingha,m present it to the School. 
She hopes NYLS will dis

play the Flag for students and alums to see. She 
wants alums to know the Flag is for them. 

"When everyone comes back to visit, they can 
see their Flag. Only one Flag is flown over the Cap
itol each day. The day of our graduation, the Flag 
flown over the Capitol will be our Flag." 

Valandingham wishes to pay tribute to the com
munity's strength in rising above the challenges at a 
time of great uncertainty. "After September 11th it 
was a hard semester to finish, but we did it - we 
made it." 

"All over the world, anyone who looks at the 
Flag over the Capitol Building on June 2nd

, will be 
looking at our flag," proclaimed Valandigham. 

Her message is simple yet, full of meaning: 
"Congratulations to the graduating class of 2002." 

NEWS BRIEFS 

Commencement Speakers 
According to the Office of Public Affairs, 

United States Senator Charles Schumer will deliver 
the Commencement Address at the 2002 Gradua
tion ceremony. Both Senator Schumer and Honor
able Pierre N. Leval of United States Court of 
Appeals for the Second Circuit will also receive hon
orary degrees. The late Bernard H. Mendik, Trustee 
and NYLS benefactor, will be honored posthumously 
at Commencement, said Public Affairs. 

The 2002 Commencement will be held Sun
day, June 2 at Avery Fisher Hall at Lincoln Center. 

Dean Holds Town Meeting 
During his April 17 Town Meeting, Dean Ri

chard Matasar discussed the possibility that the 
School may consolidate all 3 Journal publications 
into one. Hearing this for the first time, some stu
dentjournal members expressed dissatisfaction with 
the possible merger. 

Editor-in-Chief ................. .. Nlnowtzka Mier 

Managing Editor .. ......... Christopher Ross 

Chief Copy Ed .......... .... Cecilla Blackburn 

News Editor .. ........... ....... Kelli Brownewell 

Founding Editor ..... ... .... ... Susan L. Harper 

Contributors 
Stephen A. Hofmann, Herb Moore 

Printed at Instant News paper, Long Island City, NY 

Alumni Consultant 
Ed Wes tfield Jr. 

Founding Editors 
a . Cohen David F. Resnick 
Ed Westfield Jr. Susan L. Harper 

The L is the voice of the New York Law School 
community. We keep the community informed 
of relevant school news and events and provide 
a forum for students, alumni, faculty, staff and 
other members of the NYLS community to ex
press their views and opinions. The L also fea
tures content dealing with legal issues and other 
topics of interest to members of the NYLS com
munity. 

The L is independently published by its stu
dent members and is released every month while 
school is in session. Contributions from students, 
faculty, alumni, staff, and all members of the 
NYLS community are always welcome. 

The views expressed herein are not neces
sarily those of the L, any of its editors or staff 
members, or the students, faculty, or staff of New 
York Law School. . 

Advertising rates are available upon request. 
Subscriptions are available at a rate of $12 per 
year. 

All submissions should be on disk with a hard 
copy attached and either mailed or placed in our 
submissions' box in front of our office, room L2 
in the lower level of the NYLS student center. 
Submissions may also be emailed to 
L@nyls.edu. 

All submissions are due by 5 pm on the 
Thursday two weeks prior to the release date. 
Please include your name, telephone number, 
and email address with your submission. 

Please address all submissions, letters, and 
other correspondence to: 

Editor-in-Chief 
the L at New York Law School 
47 Worth Street, room L2 
New York, NY 10013-2960. 

Phone . (212) 431-2899 Ext. 4202 
Fax ...... (212) 965-8841 
Email .. . L@nyls.edu 

© 2002 the L at New York Law School 
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- Susan L. Harper 

\-larking an historic moment in 
NYLS history, twenty-one NYLS students 
were he nored, on Tuesday, April 16, 2002, 
for their contributions during the rescue and 
recovery efforts on and following Sept. 11 lh_ 

It was a beautifully executed and moving 
event at the Marriott Financial Center, lo
cated only steps away from Ground Zero. 

The students honored included: Kent 
Arthur '02, James H.L. Brown '04, John 
F. Burke '03, Kirk D. Burkhalter '04, 
Michael J. Cappello '04, Kevin Cunnane 
'04, Mark Desire '03, John M. Dickin
son '04, Richard Evanelista '02, Joseph 
J. Finn '04, Michael Ginquitti '04, Paul 
M. Kay '03, Richard B. Lovina '03, Jo
seph McConnon '02, Ariana B. Pelham 
'02, Adam Craig Pinto '02, Louis J. Rus
so III '02, Mariam A. Sanni '04, Gerald 
Simpkins '02, Robert L. Spadaccini '03 
and r·1en Arthur Yost '05. 

Eight honorees invited to partake in 
the event declined for various personal rea
sons. 

Serving as Master of Ceremonies, 
Dean Richard Matasar shared with the au
dience, made up of students, alums, facul
ty, distinguished New York leaders, family 
and friends how, "NYLS is close in spirit 
and proximity ... but there are others among 
us who gave back significantly more than 
the rest of us, and they bore the responsi
bility with the obligation to be a law stu
dent." 

The night's event officially opened 
with the melodic voice of Police Officer 
Kerri Darden singing a poignant version of 
the National Anthem, receiving applause 
from the X number of audience. 

"What our students did is exempla
ry," said Matasar. "NYLS is a place where 
people learn law and take action. That's 
what our students did ... our students have 
an e traorriinary gift they have given by 
giving back." 

\,fatasar then paused to acknowledge 
the contributions of faculty members fol
lowing the Sept. events, which included, 

Prof. Stephen J. Ellmann for his pro-bono 
law school committee work; Prof. Karen 
Gross for her work on economic literacy; 
and Prof. Anthony Q. Fletcher for the Dis
tress Business Project. 

Chairman of NYLS Board of Trust
ees, Arthur Abbey, took center stage arid 
stated some heartfelt sentiments on behalf 
of the NYLS Board, "I've a simple mes
sage from the Board of Trustees; we are 
proud, we are proud, we will never forget 
you and your extraordinary efforts." 

NYLS Trustee Susan Mendik, chair 
of the event and wife of the late Bernard 
Mendik, former Trustee and generous bene
factor, echoed the same sentiments, while 
happily sharing to the audience that the 
evening's fundraising met its anticipated 
goals. 

Following a dinner break, the cere
mony honoring the students began. Three 
presenters from New York City government 
conferred the honors, made brief remarks, 
and personally recognized each student with 
an award symbolizing their outstandin"g • 
contributions. 

Daniel Shacknai, Deputy Commis
sion for Intergovernmental Affairs served 
as the first presenter. 

"New York City is already much 
stronger because of your service and will 
continue to be a better place because of your 
work," said Shacknai. The Deputy Com
missioner also expressed his hope that the 
students would remain involved with pub
lic service. 

William Allee, Chief of Detectives 
NYPD, the second presenter, who was bur
ied underneath the ruble following Sept. 11, 
conferred the next group of honors and said, 
"people like this came out and searched for 
us." Jokingly, he then stated, "Now, I know 
where all of my detectives are when I am 
up to my knees in cases," referring to the 
law enforcement student honorees, ' 'they are 
all here studying!" 

NYPD Deputy Commissioner and 
NYLS alum Neldra Zeigler '79 then took 
the stage and honored the next group of stu
dents. 

Arthi. • Abbey, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Susan Mendik, Trustee and Dean Matasar 

The night's events closed with Arthur 
Abbey honoring one more hero, Dean Ri
chard Matasar for his leadership to the 
NYLS community following the attacks. 

"He moved swiftly to ensure our stu
dent's s-afety. He kept the lines of commu
nications open, he gathered the faculty, 
Dean Richard Matasar worked day and 

night. He was there with a smile and hand
shake," said Abbey. 

Abbey then presented Dean Matasar 
with a plaque, which read, "Richard 
Matasar, Dean and President, Our 911 
Hero, NYLS. We will never forget your 
leadership, passion and humanity." 

According to Ms. Mendik, the fund
raising· event raised over $300,000. 

LAURA HIDALGO PRAISES 
GALLAGHER BAR TRAINING SCHOOLS 
I think what helped me most about your class was the rote memorization, the memorization 

drills, and going through essay writing step-by-step, line by line, paragraph by paragraph. The World 
Cup of Memorization was a lot of fun-it motivated me and I hope you'll keep that in your 
curriculum. 

I needed the forced memorization, as well as a "starting point" -prior to taking your class, I 
was completely overwhelmed by all the material I was supposed to know. I was so overwhelmed, in 
fact, that I couldn't figure out where to start, what to start memorizing. As a result, I really didn't 
have anything memorized verbatim on past bar exams (I had tried to just absorb all the Barbri 
materials and know the "basic concepts'') . Your course helped overcome that, because within the 
first hour of the first day, you had us memorizing. By the end of the first couple of classes, I had 
already memorized more than I thought I could in such a short time, which gave me confidence in 
my ability to continue. You gave us the most important "morsels" to know, a core of the most 
important rules of law to have memorized word for word-you gave me a starting point from which 
I was able to gain confidence, which in turn motivated me to keep memorizing and practicing-and 
sure enough, I was able to memorize enough and practice enough essays to pass the bar exam. Your 
method works, and I've already shared that with everyone I've talked to about my recent bar pass. 

I will find out from the NYBOLE whether that was the sixth or seventh bar exam I took (I 
think I blocked the exact number out some time ago) and will send that to you as well as my score 
information. 

Thanks again Or. Gallagher!!! Your class changed my life. 

-Laura 

Gallagher Law & Essay Training Schools 
A Division of Mary CampbcU Gallagher & Co., Inc, 

D r. Gallagher will teach you the same techniques that she used when 
she passed the N ew York Bar exam in July of 1989. Dr. Gallagher 
h as also p assed the bar exams of California and Massachusetts. 

Call for information 

(212) 327-2817 Fax: (212) 327-1480 
www.barwrite.com 

New Yori! law School 
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Cristina Campanella Richard Gaeckle Paul Kernnitzer 
Andrea Carbone Evan Gamm Neil Khan 
Alcides Casares Matthew Gammons James Kimmel 

David Abraham Erik Centner Cory Garcia Christopher Kinzel 
Nicholas Adler Saverio Cereste Jennifer Gebbia Adam Kitzen 
Andrea Aki vis Jennifer Cesarano Elisa Gerontianos Alona Klarfeld 
Daniela Alba Edward Cespedes Michael Gervasi Daniel Klinga 

II 
Elise Alpert Lori Cetani Francis Giallorenzo ~ Rupal Kothari 
David Aman Bejo Chacko Karen Glover Laura Kraemer 

Andrena Andrews Stephanie Champion Vedant Gokhale AdamKraman 
Melissa Angotti Wendy Chavez Julie Goldenberg , Peter Kreiner 
German Arevalo Kostas Cheiiotis Alexander Gomez Eric Kreuter 

David Arrick Jennifer Chheda Gregory Gomez Kristy Kulina 
Kent Arthur Jacek Cieszynski Christopher Gonnella Celestino Labombarda 

Andrew Ayers Jennifer Cohen Yadhira Gonzalez-Taylor Rosemary Lane 
Susan Baddour Lionel Cohen Daryl Goodman .. Kelly Lerner 
Andrew Baffi Columbus Coleman Brian Gordon Kimberly Lessner 

Balinderjeet Baidwan Lisa Compagno Latania Graham Mitchell Levine 
Caren Bailey Paul Concannon Maria Guerra Nellie Levitis 
Cory Baker Jennifer Conti Charles Guerra Mara Levy 

Rochelle Balter Brenda Cooke Jina Guirguis Jamie Levy 
Annette Baltgian Justin Cordello Zlatko Hadzismajlovic Bill Lomuscio 

Kelly Barnard Lee Cornell Michelle Hall Kerry Longobardi 
Matthew Baron Michelle Cort W. Miller Hall Ronald Luba 
Joshua Barsky John Cortes Rochelle Haller Michael Lukaj 
Mark Bastian AnnaD'Anna Christa Harper Jessica-Deanna Lupo 
AnneBehk Monique D'Errico Susan Harper Janet Mace 

Kelly Bekker James Darling Otis Harper Zarifa Madyun 
Beth Berger Lisa DeClemente Raymond Hayes Edward Maggio 
Jill Berger Patricia DeCola Vanessa Hays • Craig Mait 

Jason Bergman Marlene Delon AndrewHegt 
'i 

Nathalie Mandel 
Jennifer Berzin John Diaz Harry Heinonen Matthew Mann 
Anthony Bila Sara Director Elizabeth Hickey Patrick Marc 
Paul Billera Joanna Donohue Stephen Hofmann Christine Martin 
Sara Binder Dennis Donovan Tara Hofstra Scott Mason 

Michael Biniakewitz Tyschelle Doucette Sean Hogan William Mastro 
Toni Biscardi Angelos Doukas Matthew Holley Julie Mathew 

Cecilia Blackburn Charles Dufresne George Hrisikopoulos Alexander Maurillo 
Arnold Blair .Iii Jill Dworzanski Huang Huang Timothy McBride 

Julie Bogomolny Joshua Eichner Kenneth Huelskamp John McGrath 
Jason Bolio Danielle Ely Tamika Hurdle Courtney McGuinn 
Kevin Bopp Bryan Eng Lauren Hurr James McKnight 

Michelle Bougdanos Thomas Farrell Kimmo Hussain Joseph Mcconnon 
Jody Bowen Filomena Fazzino Lori-Ann Hymowitz Coleen Mcgrath 

Christopher Brocato Errol Feldman Souren Israelyan Haley Meade 
Kelli Brownewell Erin Ferrone Juan Jaramillo Cathy Melitski 
Keith Burkhardt Samuel Figueroa Robert Jordan Allan Mena 
Peter Buscemi Andrew Fluger Ajaypreet Kamra Stacey-Anne Mesler 
Hillary Buyea Peter Fontanetta John Kang Adam Meyers 
Douglas Byrne Melissa Forgas Jared Kaplan Ninowtzka Mier 

Madelyn Calabrese Justin Fossbender Nicholas Kappas Kara Miller 
Christopher Calcagno Crystal Frazier Donna Keane Ta·nisha Mills .. 

.. , New YorUaw School 
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Cynthia Mitchell Sara Rotkin Denis Sullivan 
Rachel Mizrahi Brian Rubin Gregory Sullivan 

Alina Moffat Beth Rudner Farrah Sulner 
Giuseppe Molaro Peter Saad Raju Sundaran Marisa Anelli 

Peter Montano Sanaz Sadeghi Russell Sweeting Nanette Aridas 
Herbert Moore Stephen (Steve) Salad Hovig Tanajian Michael Barrington 

John Morale Beth Salamensky Princess Tate Ethan Baumfeld 
Michael Moriello Gregory Salant Adam Taylor Olga Belenitsky 
Joseph Muallem Daniel Santarsiero Benjamin Teig Christopher Bellotti 
Richard Mulcahy Susan Sawyers Samara Tesher Chris Bolton 
Laura Mustacchio Andrea Schanker Khanh Thai Luigi Brandimarte 
Anthony Najamy Craig Scheetz Tanisha Thomas Jodi Buratti 
Jennifer Naputi Frank Schirripa Garth Thomas Melanie Cash 
Richard Nedlin Jessica Schlee Laura Tits Maria Ciccia 
Mark Nemetz '£" Michael Schneider Jason Tom Susan Cohig 

Leonid Nerdinsky Jessica Schnuer Lisa Trocchio Marisol Collazzo 
Matthew Neugeboren David Schubauer Raquel Trout Michael Corcoran 

Arunima Niogi ... '· Amy Schwartzwald Gina Tufaro Maureen Doherty 
Irene Nisirios .... Shane Scott Katrina Tuy Richard Evangelista 

Cary Nosowitz Roseann Scotto DiRinaldi Agnieszka Twarog Sallie Fried 
Michael Notartomas Stacie Seewald Rebecca Ulisse Hua Gao 

Stacey Nussbaum Margaret Segreti Roger Ussery Michael Grimm 
Suzanne O'Brien Danielle Seid Francis Uzzi John Guthrie 
Karen O'Reilly Premanand Selvam Timothy Valdez Ian Goldenberg 
Ngozi Okwuwa Andrea Sessa Anthony Vargas Vivian Ingilian 
Andrew Oliver Melissa Sgambati Chris Vargas Michael Insalaco 
Joanne Olson Monica Shah Alifya Vasi Ronald Kelly 

Anthony Orlando Minal Shah Mayra Velez-Camacho James Kennelly 
Chi Park Manish Shah Paul Ventura Robert Kovic 

Sarah Patterson Roschan Sharifov . Ricardo Vera Robert Lorch 
Angela Pilla Victoria Sheehy Alida Verdino Steven Mauner 
April Pish Lee Sheridan Richard Villanova Maria Mauro 

AmyPludwin Eric Shimanoff Vincent Vitale Joseph Miller 
Preetha Poornkudy Ethan Silver Elena Vournas Chad Nifoussi 

Steven Poulin Kristen Simat Patrick Wade Erin Nyhoff 
Janice Purvis Zoltan Simon Roger Ward Anna Paesler 

William Quackenboss 
,. 

Daniel Simonetti Shani Watanabe Lourdes Paredes 
Xochitl Quezada Gerald Simpkins Justin Weisser Adam Pinto, 

Lori Quinn f Douglas Singleterry Eric Weissman Louis Russo 
Marina Rabinovich Julia Skornyakov Amy Wichowski Cham Stadtmauer 

Lizette Ramirez Kathleen Joan Slocum Richard Windram Renato Termale 
ShawnRawa i Jaime Solomon Aubrey Wisler Adriana Trandafirescu 

Jessica Ressler I! Boris Sorin Tara Wolf Elizabeth Valandingham . 
Rose-Marie Roberts Dimitrios Spanos Katharine Yelle Ilana Vale 

Erin Roberts Kimberly Sparagna Michael Yorio David Williams 
Ayana Robinson Daniel Spitalnic Alice Youngbar Sabrina Wright 
Rachel Rodman Andrew Sterrer Suzanne Zacharias Stephanie Young 
Damaris Rosario Andrea Strachan Angela Zahn Reginald Zamora 
Sherie Rosenberg Gerard Strain 
Christopher Ross Linda Strauss 

"" . 
~ 

New York law School 
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"So, I hear you go to law school?" 
"Yeah, I'm a third year at New York 

Law School." 
"Oh, NYU?" 
"No, New York 

Law and NYU are two 
different schools." 

"Oh, I see." 

If I had a dollar for 
evf'ry exchange I've had like that, I could 
stai t paying back my student loans! We've 
all been there but my advice to you: don't 
let i, get you down. For the past three years, 
I've heard a number of students come down 
on N'..'LS for "not being as good as NYU" 
or "dropping in the national rankings." 
Don't buy it. NYLS will be as good of a 
school as we make it. And it all starts with 
attitude. 

Sure, NYU may have a better repu
tation but, as people and future lawyers, I 
feel like we can compete with anyone. We 
have an opportunity to get a legal educa
tion in the capital of the world: New York 
City. And, through a lot of sacrifice and per-

severance, we'll walk out of here with the 
opportunity to practice law. That's pretty 

special. 
We've all worked 

hard just to get into law 
school and we have to 
work hard to getthe most 
out of NYLS. I don't 
mean just staying up late 
wading through cases or 

logging hours in the library outlining. I 
mean looking around at the opportunities 
available at our school and taking advan
tage of them. 

It's easy to fall into the trap of just 
going to class, keeping up on never-ending 
reading assignments and preparing for ex
ams. But I can assure you, the more in
volved we are with the school as a whole, 
the better NYLS will be. We all pay a lot of 
money to go here. The administration and 
staff get paid no matter what. I suggest 
making them work for you. What are a few 
ways you can do this? 

If there is something you are not get
ting in class, see your professor after class 

Learning Enhancement 
for Students of Law, Inc. 

Individualized Tutoring for Law Students 

First year courses: 
Contracts, Constitutional Law, Civil Procedure, 

It 

Torts, Criminal Law, Property 

Selected Upper Class Courses: 
Corporations,Wills, Bankruptcy, etc. 

Exam Preparation and Strategies 
MPRE Preparation 

Offices in Manhattan and Long Island 

.. 

Mature Lawyers with Teaching Experience 

·Referred by Deans and Students 

One-to-One Help For All Academic Levels 

Meryl Serotta, Esq., President 
(516) 364-8864 X 1 

meryl@lawtutoring.com . 
"' 

.... 

and ask for a clarification. If you feel like a 
particular office reminds you of dealing 
with the DMV, raise the issue with a dean. 
If you feel like there aren't any jobs out 
there, go to Career Services and find out 
where NYLS alumni are working. If you 
have an idea for an extracurricular activity, 
take· it to Student Life. When you come 
across a computer that doesn't work, let In
formation Technology know about it. If you 
can't stand the food in the cafeteria, raise 
the issue at Dean Matasar's next Town 
Meeting. If a professor specializes in a field 
that interests you, see if he needs an assis-

or Chris Ro 

Goodbye 
Stephen A. Hofmann 

As my last semester winds down at 
New York Law School, I wanted offer a few 
words to my fellow classmates before we 
venture out into that brave new world. 

We entered NYLS on a rainy day in 
our city's history, literally. Cold and rain
soaked we took an unflattering ID picture. 
Unaware of what to expect, we filed into 

• A900 and sat for our first Contracts class. 
Well-studied and raring to go, the first ques
tion, "what is 'assumpsit,"' stumped the 
masses. 

From there we moved on. The bene
ficiaries of learned professors and dedicat
ed adjuncts, we struggled through many 
more intellectual challenges. We found 
niches'.'We discovered areas of the law that 
we never would have believed could have 
tickled our curiosities. We complained 
about everything that law students complain 
about; unavailable this, un-working that, 
and "why can't he just answer the question" 
were among the primary gripes. My father 
often says that we need to complain about 
our endeavors. If everything were perfect, 
life would be boring. 

Along the way we lost a few. Some 
to other endeavors, some to failure, and 
some to death. The latter of which will call 
on all of us regardless of class rank. When 

tant or can provide a contact. If you are 
stressing about the Bar, take part in the 
Jumpstart Program. If you go on an amaz
ing fishing adventure, write about it in The 
L (that's what I did!). 

The point is, get involved. We all 
have busy schedules and limited time but 
remember, NYLS will only be as good as 
we make it. The next time someone says, 
"Oh, NYU? 

Say, "No, New York Law School," 
with pride. 

- Tight Lines ... 

most of the work was done, the writing re
quirements satisfied, and the credit load 
decreased, we prepared to coast through our 
last year. Everyone says the last year of law 
school is a breeze. But our slate of chal
lenges was not yet complete. 

Rehashing the events of September 
11 is not necessary for our community. We 
know all too well the tragedies of that day. 
Many of us lost friends, some lost family, 
others lost lovers. I lost 23 of my former 
NYPD colleagues, one of whom I worked 
with early on in my career. But we perse
vered. Rising to meet this challenge we tnet 
for classes on Saturdays, stayed late during 
the week, and sacrificed some of the pre
cious free time that is sparsely distributed 
in law school. I think the US Marines say it 
best, "that which does not kill you makes 
you stronger." We are all a little stronger. 

And now the finish line is close. Re
member as you head out into the legal world 
that you carry with you the New York Law 
School name. Set the example. Take your 
duties seriously, but yourself not so seri
ously. Perform your legal workings with 
honor, courage, and patriotism and your 
nights will never be sleepless. I am proud 
to have gotten to know and befriend so 
many of you. God bless all of you and good
luck ! 
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Susan L. Harper 

"All good things ... must 
come to end" as our title states; 
including our time here at NYLS 
and with the L. Now is the time 
we bid you adieu. 

provide their time, talent and en
ergies, as well as a generous group 

.of advertisers sponsoring us. 
Along the way, we received two 
American Bar Association 
Awards (2000 & 2001) and con
tinuously received feedback from 
our fellow community members 
encouraging us to pursue our mis
sion. 

unlike other law· school activities, 
we never received academic cred
it, nor did we receive institutional 
funding. 

Were we crazy? Perhaps. 
But then again, it was never about 
grades. . _ _ _ 

For four years we have cov
ered your stories, shared with the 
comrmnity your challenges, tri
umpi , and successes. Throughout 
it all, •he L was extremely fortu
nate tv have many contributors 
(several featured on our cover) 

Unless you are passionate 
about writing, it is hard to explain 
why we were so committed to pro
ducing this publication. After all, 

Those who wrote consis
tently for the L had a burning de
sire to express themselves. Writing 
for most of us is not a want; it is a 
need that many us cannot do with
out, like eating and breathing. The 
L fulfilled this need in all of us. It 

u and You 
nd You'' 
Ninowtzka Mier 

Without the L, I am not sure I would 
have made it through law school. While 
New York Law School is a wonderful place 
to study law, it intimidated me. My first 
year, I feared studying law would be the 
equivalent to reading and writing thick le
galese, punctuated with colorless words like 
"heretofore," "aforementioned" and "here
inaner." I could feel all my creativity ooz
ing, then trickling away. I began to worry 
that law school was not for me. 

With nowhere to go and serious 
dout s abcut my future as a law student, I 
stumbled upon the L. I discovered a forum 
where I was free to write anything. I felt 
liberated. Interestingly enough, for my first 
article, i chose to write about the political 
turmoil in Colombia and its direct legal 
implications to the United States. Who 
would of thought? 

I slowly realized that I was not at the 
bottom of an ocean with my feet stuck in a 
cement block of legal jargon. On the con
trary, the L allowed me to explore my cre
ative side, while writing about issues that 
affected us all. I embraced it and I wanted 
more. I needed more. To my surprise, I met 

others like me. I like to think of us as Writ
ers Disguised as Law Students. The L be
came my outlet to discuss everything from 
Prison Labor to featuring a creative short 
story about a Fly I encountered one early 
morning. 

But I am not writing to ask you to 
join the L, or even to sell you on how excit
ing it is to be a part of such a dynamic and 
versatile group. In fact, this is to thank you 
for supporting us for as long as you have, 
and to say good-bye and good luck. Every
one at the L is a student who has sacrificed 
time from studying, family and having a life 
to make this publication a reality. In return 
for all of their dedication-a masterpiece, 
also known as a student newspaper for the 
NYLS community. 

Thank you for taking the time read 
your student paper - thank you for caring. 
We wouldn't have taken the time to write it 
if we didn't care about it ourselves. Good 
luck to everyone and the graduating class 
of 2002. And I'd like to thank the L. I will 
never forget our late hours editing each 
publication, and I always be grateful for the 
time I had to know such dedicated and in
spiring people. I love you and I'll miss you. 

New York law School 

"' 
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permitted us to have an outlet 
where our thoughts and ideas 
could spring to life, giving us a 
sense of personal balance, while 
making our law school dreams 
come true. 

Throughout the four years, 
I can honestly say, it was always a 
thrill to spot you, our reader, in 
the comer digesting our work and 
reacting to the stories we wrote. 
We thank you. 

I had the privilege to work 
with a wonderful and dedicated 

group of individuals with whom I 
learned a great deal from; I am 
forever thankful to you and to my 
classmates who supported us dur
ing this journey. 

Finally, don't be surprised if 
in the future you pick up a publi
cation and recognize the author's 
name. Remember where they got 
their start ... right here with the L. 

Best wishes, always. 

every Thursday night, 7pm-??? 

wt 

THE HOME OF 

$5 PITCHERS! 
of 

Reade Street Ale 
Budweiser 

Coors Light .. 

All the time for NYLS Students 

Great Lunches and Dinners 

135 Reade Street 
(Between Hudson & Greenwich) 

For parties call 212-227-2295. 

" -
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Barnes & N able Bookstore at 
NEW YORK LAW SCHOOL 

The employees of the NEW YORK LAW SCHOOL 
bookstore would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone for your continued patronage. 

We are committed to providing you with the best 
customer service possible. If the bookstore staff of Michael, 
Monique, and Tarike can assist you in any way, please 
do not hesitate to ask. any suggestions or feedback would 
be greatly appreciated. "' 

Remember, this is your bookstoreE here to help you. 

... 47 Worth Street 
New York, New York 10013 
Phone: 212.431.2315 
Fax: 212.965.1260 
E-Mail: bksnylaw@bncollege.com 

New York law School 
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